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PREFACE. 



The Student of Chinese whose aim is to acquire a good knowledge 
of colloquial, is speedily confronted by two difficulties. On the one 
hand, few teachers will talk to their pupils as they talk 
to their fellow-countrymen ; while on the other, there is 

J ^ 'to the Student. 

a great scarcity of suitable books, such as works of 
travel, history, adventure, etc., written in everyday language. The 
consequence is, that in many cases the beginner falls into a style of 
language, which though intelligible is not by any means ** a well of 
Chinese undefiled." 

Novels and moral treatises written from a Buddhist standpoint 
do indeed abound, but the former are, as a rule, loaded with all 
manner of indecency both of thought and expression, and the latter 
soon become very tedious reading. And even in books, to whose 
subject matter no one can take exception, a page or two of colloquial 
is commonly followed by several pages written in the Uen-li (^ g|), 
i.e., literary style. 

In the Sacred Edict the Student will find a thesaurus of every- 
day words, phrases, and idioms ; and he who has it at his tongue's 
end and knows how to use it, may safely count upon being *'well 
understanded of the common people." 

In its original form, the Sacred Edict consisted merely in the 
sixteen Maxims of the Emperor K^ang-hsi, each con- 
taining seven words, and written in the highest literary 
style. These were issued as a Hortatory Edict in 1670, and were 
hung up in prominent positions in the law courts of the Empire. 

In 1724 long-cheng (K'ang-hsis son and successor) republished 
the Edict in an enlarged form, superadding a series of ample 
pxpositions of his father's texts, written in a simple literary style. 
A high official named Uang-iu-'p'uJi (^ ^ ;^), holding the position 
of Salt Commissioner in Shensi, feeling that the style was still too 
abstruse for ordinary people to understand, rendered this exposition 
into colloquial, dilating upon and illustrating the thoughts contained 

• • * 

111 



in it, and interspersing it with prorerbs and homely sayings. 
Classical quotations too, that have passed into cnrrent use, are 
occasionally introduced, and here and there are to be found parts 
written in a very simple literary style. The latter are few, but from 
a Chinese point of view, redeem the book from being too simple — an 
uni^ardonable fault in the eyes of many Chinese scholars. It is this 
Colloquial Rendering which is al>ove referred to as containing a 
store-house of everyday words, phrases and idioms. 

The beginner will do well to beware of* the very common 
mistake of trying to translate word for word. This is to attempt 

the impossible. At the same time he ought certainly 
to acquire a knowledge of each individual word and 
phrase. 1 hen, with the aid of a teacher, he should grasp the general 
drift of the passage and make as good a translation as possible ; and 
finally, he should compare the result with the translation in the 
book and with the notes. 

In the translation, style has sometimes been sacrificed to literal- 
ncss — some parts being over translated for the benefit of the 
beginner. In many cases it is an idea rather than a word that has 
to be expressed, and the best rendering is the one which most 
idiomatically expresses the shade of meaning of the original. To 
study the translation with the text right away will perhaps seem 
to the student to be a great saving of time. At first it may be so ; 
but the greatest and most lasting benefit will result from indepen- 
dent and painstaking effort on the lines indicated above. With a 
view to lighten labour, the text has been punctuated and divided 
into paragraphs. 

He who studies this work with a view to becoming a good 
speaker of colloquial, must learn phrases and sentences off by heart. 
And ill ac(|uiringthem he should commit them to memory with both 
tones and aspirates, regarding these as integral parts of the language. 
This may seem tedious at first, but the after results will more than 
ctonjpensatc for all the extra work. The Chinese think in quotations ; 
and he who can quote their ready-made expressions, will add a 
vivacity to his style, which will be greatly to his advantage in his 
intercourse with the people. He will do well to put the question to 
his teacher, " Is this sentence in constant use here ? " (Chae-kil 
hua taai-chae'll ch'ang iony ma Ji ^ IS ^ Si 3£ ^ ffl Bi) ^^ 
order to get any local equivalents. 
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The Sacred Edict is useful as giving a comprehensive view of 
Chinese life and character, and shewing the value of mere moral 
teaching. In every chapter may be seen the impor- 
tance attached by this people to respect to parents and * "^ ^ ^^"^"^ 
seniors, and deference to rulers — principles which 
probably have done much towards securing that long continuance 
as a nation, of which China is justly proud: but the only true 
source of right action, the recognition of man's responsibility to 
God, is unknown — almost unhinfced at. 

It also illustrates the extremes of Chinese character. On the 
one hand, may be seen a shrewdness, and a knowledge of human 
nature difficult to equal, and on the other, a credulity and childishness, 
which are pitiable in the extreme. 

And lastly, it well exemplifies both the strength and weakness of 
mere morality. There is high thinking, but the outcome is low living. 
These moral maxims have no life-giving power in them. They are 
as sterile as a schoolboy's copybook headings. However brilliant these 
" Lights of Asia " may appear through the richly tinted medium of 
poetic imagery borrowed from Western culture, the people of China 
who have followed them for generations arc still enveloped in a 
darkness which may be felt. Nothing but Divine motive power can 
raise fallen humanity. 

*' Tliou bleeding I^aiiil), 
Thou maker of new morals for maiikitnl, 
The best morality is love of Tliee." 

The edition used is one published in Wuchang (|^ ^) by the 
Hapeh K^tan-shu Ch*u (jj^ ^t iT ^ i^)- It is issued 
with the sanction of the Provincial Authorities, and 

adopted. 

differs fr.om the ordinary editions in having extracts 

from the Penal Code printed in full in many of the chapters. The 

wording too, is slightly different from that of the original edition. 

The Uen-li text of long-cheng is printed together with the 
original Preface at the end of the book. They are not translated : to 
have translated them would have been foreign to the object in view. 

The work is intended to serve as a supplement to the " Mandarin 
Primer " ; * and is published to enable those who are 

- . . , 1.1 1 , • 1 Object of the work, 

beginnmg to preach the gospel, to acquire such a 
knowledge of Chinese thought and expression as will 
give them power to put Truth clearly and forcibly before the people. 

* Mandarin Primer. Shanghai: Presbyterian Mission Press. 
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AVarmest thanks are due to F. Howard Taylor, M.D., F.R.C.S., 
(Lond.), etc., and H. N, Lachlan, Esq., M.A., for much valuable help, 
and many most useful suggestions. 

F. W. Baller. 

Gankikg, 

October^ 1892, ' 



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION, 



The demand for a second edition, indicates, to some extent, the 
value of the Sacred Edict to the student of Chinese literature. 
The common duties of life, to which it gives emphasis, are in danger 
of being looked upon lightly by Ihu rising generation of Chinese. 
The New Learning is supposed to be the panacea for all woes, and 
to contain in it all that is needed to make a nation great and pros- 
l)erous. But it will be found, in the East as in the West, Ihab 
learning divorced from morality and virtue, is a menace to society, 
and works out disastrously both for the individual and for the State. 
It will be a bad day for China when respect for the cardinal virtues 
ebbs away. In any case the foreigner who wishes to know Chinese 
thought, and to see things from the orthodox standpoint, cannot 
safely afford to be ignorant of the contents of this book. He will 
be wise if he masters it, and makes it his own. 

F. W, BxVLLEK. 

Chefoo, 

June, 1907. 
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THE SACRED EDICT 

WITH 

EXPOSITION AND COLLOQUIAL RENDERINGS 




Chapter L 

^'Enforce dnfeonsneitii and auhovdhiatlon, so as to 
etnphadize social obligations^ 

Introduction. 
1. The meaning of the*^ Emperor^; (he) says : — 
Our Imperial Ancestor, the Benevolent^ Emperor ruled ^ 
the empire for sixty-one years. Those® he held in the highest 
esteem were his ancestors; consequently he exhorted everybody to 
duteousness^ and subordination. Hence, in the sixteen sections 
of the Sacred Edict, duteousness and subordination are first in order ^. 

1. Lib., Sacred (i.e. Imperial) command, broad instruction, straight explanation. 
The sheng-u (^ fg) refers to the Sixteen Maxims of K*anff.hsi (^ ||R) ; kuang^ 
hsiihi (/^ |)||) to the Exposition by his son loiifj-cheug (^ j£J and chih-kiai (j^ ^) 
to the Translation or Rendering into colloquial. 

2. Respect is indicated in Chinese writini^ by the elevation of characters one» 
two, or three places above the column in which tiiey arc found. Special respect is 
shewn to ancestors of the Imperial line by raising their titles to the third place. 
See Mayer's Chinese Government. 

3. Lit., Lord of 10,000 years : te (JJ) forms part of many appellations of honour. 

4. Ren huangM ({i ^ %") is the '* temple-name " of K^aug-hsi (]^ fipR) the father 
of long-chevg {^ ]£) and the second emperor of the present dynasty taHng^h^ao 
(3 93)' He reigned from A.D. 1662 to 1723. All emperors have a name by which 
they are worshipped after death : this is called miao hao (|g |^) *' temple designation." 

5. Lit., sat ; i.e. on the throne. THea-hmi (_^ "j;) under heaven, means 
China proper : cp. Lukeii. 1. 

6. 7VA (6^) here = those who. 

7. Hsiao (^) filial respect, ti (^}) brotherly submission. 

8. (^) aud (^) ace regarded as inseparable, hence (— -fj^). 
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ffy M ^ m t m. m m fi^^ "^ ^ 

1 i^^o ^. M ^ ^ ^ m z^ m m 

z- i^^ wt n^ :^o IS* z> ^ !^ n m^ 

^ i^ z mo i^^ m tfy 1^ 

ji... m tfy ^ i^^ n m ^i ^ 

m m i^ !^^ ^ m ^ ffy m :^o ^ 

^ ^ M i^ m m, ^ iiir i^ ^ 

z m ^, 9ji. M 1 ffy m w^ 

± m n n i^ m., \^ - m, f\ ^ 

P» !£» # s fi^ i «l. ii. -m #f A 

Definition of Duteousnese. 

2. What is duteousness? Duty^ to parents is a self-evident 
principle^ of nature^, and the root of virtuous conduct in man. 

Indehtednesa to Parents. 



8. You "who are* children, and do not know how to do your 
duty by your parents, only think ^ of their passionate aflfection for 
you and see whether you ought to be filial or not. 

When you were (a babe) in arms, were you hungry ? you 
could* not feed yourself: cold? you could not clothe yourself. 
Your parents looked upon your face,^ listened to your voice. 
Did you laugh? they were pleased; did you cry? they were 
sad; did you toddle? step bv step they followed you. If you 
had never so trifling an ailment the.v were distressed^ to the 
last degree, and could not take their food.® Ihey grieved, not 
that children were difficult to rear, but at their ov^n blunders; 

1. Lit., This duty : chtx (^) and ch(X-ko (^ fS), are often used to call 
attention to or empliasize a sulijtict. 

2. Lit., throiigliout heaven and earth. 

3. Tao-li (^* ^) a right principle ; the rationale of anything. 

4. Tso (%) often = '* to be" in un active sense; 7(»-meii, you, tih^ whO| tso 
rl4M^ act the part of sons. / 

5. The use of pa (^) is to introduce the object of the verb and its enlargements ; 
it here introduces the object of the verb aiang (^). 

6. Huei (^) indicating acquired ability. 

7. Bi (^) forms part of many nouns, especially in the North. 

8. Tih (^) \\eve — tth ('^) and is used as an auxiliary to complete the action of 
the verb. It frequently has an adverbial force. 

9. Lit., tea and rice; cp, English **bread.'* Matthew vi. IL 
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and were more than willing to bear (the sickness) in their own per- 
sons*. They waited till you were well before their minds were at ease*. 

They looked forward with great expectation' to your coming 
to mnnhood. You do not know how much fatigue they endured ; 
how much anxiety they bore to rear you and to instruct you. 
When you had grown up and come of age. they chose* you a wife 
to bear you children ; hoped you would study and obtiiin a 
degree; — got together a little property to set you up in life: — 
which of these things was not a matter of concern to your parents' 
heart ? 

Just think: You were born a little naked being and did* 
not bring a stitch of silk or cotton with you. Up till now you 
have had food and clothing (through) your parents' kindness: can 
you (ever) repay them ? If you do not realize the kindness of your 
parents, just think of the affection with which you treat your own 
children and then you will know. Well said the Ancients, " Bring 

1. TsiaM.'/ (^) = P* (ffl) 9«e page2. 

2. Lit., let go ; i.e., from a state of suspense, Hiia (fC) here as frequently = 
an auxiliary to the verb. 

3. Emphatic expressions similarly constructed of three or four characters, ace 
very common. It will be noticed that the second and third characters are the same. 

4. In China, the choice of u wife is in the hands of the parents. 

6. Taking (-^j^sign of the past tense : it always precedes the verb. 
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up children, and 3^ou will then understand the kindness of your 
parents." Now seeing that you are aware of the kindness of your 
parents, why do you not do your duty by theinP 

Recom.pence to Parents, 

4. Now the performance of duty to parents is no impossibility; 
it is merely to put their minds at rest, and to care for their bodies. 
How put their minds at rest? At home in the ordinary course of 
things do good and be good. If ^ you are a scholar, study with 
painstaking application ; if a farmer, cultivate the land diligently ; 
if either engaged in trade or making a livelihood by working for 
others, all that is necessary is to be content with your lot. 

There are your grandparents above^ your parents, and by 
their side are the younger children. Care for both with more than 
ordinary attention, if^ you would shew special consideration* for 
the wishes of your parents, that they may^ be free from care all their 
days. This® is (all that is required) to put their minds at rest. 

How should you minister to their bodily (wants) ? To the 
extent of your ability, to the limit of your means, sedulously 

1. Siipposibion is very freqiieiilly implied rather than expressed. 

2. Shang'Tnien (_t ■®)=above iu point of age and respect due to them. 

3. lao (^) and iao-shi (^ J^) often indicates condition or supposition. 

4. V^i (@.) primarily means ** a body ; " hence to embody or slievir iu action. 
It here^tH-Vkh (tS. IS). 

5. Lit., livo a day expand the breast a day. 

6. Pien (1^) is used in books us the equivalent of tsiu 
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clierish ^ the aged couple. Rather eat less and use less yourself, 

tViati they may have all ihey want lo eat and to use. Take^ a little 

trontle for your father and mother. Bear some of their burdens. 

If^ tl:iey are ill, call a doctor to attend them: this is (all that is 

xequired) to care for their bodies. 

On uo account go gambling and drinking. On no account 

figbt with others.* Do not secretly lay up money for private use, 

loving ^ your wife and children but neglecting your parents. Just 

make the aged couple^ as happy as p'ssible day by day: this is 

acting dutifully indeed. 

Further Application of the Principle of Duteousness. 

5. Again, let us shew the application of this principle. Years 
ago the philosopher Tseng of the Confucian school/ said : — 

"Parents naturally hope their sons will be gentlemen.® Tf 
they suffer their bodies to commit disorderly acts, are harum-scarum 

1. Feng-ch'eng {t^I^) usually means **to flatter;" the primary meaning of 
the two characters is merely ** to present and receive with courtesy." 

2. Lit., for your parents, take in their stead some trouble. 

3. When iu C^) begins a sentence, it often implies a supposition. 

4. Hen (A) often means ** others" when used in contrast. 

5. T^eng (^)=« 'eng-ai (^ g). 

6. T^a (ffl) constantly=«'a-me)i (ffi ff5). 

7* Lit.t door ; hence t)ie entrance into a sect, or the sect itself : cp. ^' disciples 
of the Porch." Tseng fii-tsl (-^ ^ ■^) a famous disciple of (Confucius and the reputed 
author of a work entitled The Great Learning, ta-hsioh ('^ ^). 

8. Cheng'king (]£ jg)='' upright" in a Confucian sense. Here it applies rather 
to individual deportment than to rectitude between man and man. 



9. Ca^^^-u^ , j^^x^U<'L^/p^U^ 



:5fe. 




T 





Jfii 



W A ^ 

m A m 

nr i& ^ 

:^ ^ JPS 

Jt ^ H: 

1$ 







T^ ^ 



1M '^ m 
i(i m m 

7 






6^ ;^ 













^ ^ 





5i 



ft 








% «.' 



-^:» 







>4fe^ 




>4^ 






», 

>^i(^ 





•Ifc 







it? 
A, 
3^ 







ft 

^ *. # ^ 
— ^ *R ;! 








Hi" u 



T 



>«^ 



^ 



in deportment — tliis is to treat the bodies transmitted by the parents 
with contumely, and is undutit'ul. 

Parents hope their sons will become loyal Ministers of State. 
If they act falsely^ and fraudulently in serving the Government, it 
is the same as defrauding their parents, and is undutiful. 

Parents hope their sons will be good rulers. If they impede 
the affairs of the Sr.ate and oppress the people, provoking them to 
ridicule, and bringing about difficulties; even^ their parents will 
be distressed; (this too) is to be undutiful. 

Parents hope their sons will form friendships with worthy men. 
If in their intercourse ^ with friends they pay no regard to truth 
and consistency, but are wholly * lacking in sincerity so that every- 
body despises them ; (this too) is to be undutiful. 

Parents hope their sous will be brave fellows. If as soldiers, 
they go to battle, but are frightened and will not gallantly press 
forward in the fight, so^ transgressing military regulations and 
bringing shame upon their parents ; (this too) is to be undutiful." 

It is evident from this passage of the philosopher Tseng that 
the principle of filial piety is very inclusive. 

!• Lit., in the light respectful, in the dark disobedient. 

2. le C-)^) is constantly used as a complement of lien (3$)* 

3. Lit., vainly coming, falsely going. Such expressions, consisting of four 
characters, are very common in colloquial Chinese. The verbs are usually the second 
and last words. 

4. Muh-tien O ^) are short for muh-iu-ik-tien (g /Q" — JSA). 

5» /(^) indicates the means used to chl (j^) bring about, cause, certain results. 
The whole=** whereby was occasioned ; " " the result was." 
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Undutiful Conduct and its Evils. 

6, Bnb^ unfortunately there are wilful people without man- 
ners or breeding. If their parents ask them for a single thing, 
tUey at once grow^ stingy and are unwilling to give it tliem If 
their parents command them to do a single act, they at once excuse^ 
themselves and are unwilling to obey. Their parents find fault with 
them or scold them a little : they at once become* sulky. Their own 
wives and families are all the time as well fed and warmly clad as 
can be*; while their parents are at the point of starvation and 
freezing. That Justice^ will not tolerate men of this stamp, goes 
without saying: even their^ own children seeing their example, will 
imitate them. Notice — where have undutiful sons turned^ out 
any good children ? 

1. P^ien (fj^) meaning '* to lean to one side," is naed as a conjunction, with the 
sense of perversity, obstinacy or censure uttaclied to it. 

2. Lit., manifest a stingy heart. l*}r\*^ Ksi 

3. Note the parallelism with the last sentence. This is very common in good 
Chinese. l'iu'-1-o' ^--xca-au^ 

4. Lit., change countenance ; cp. Gen. iv, 6. 

5. The emphasis lies in the repetition of 2x^0 (§fi) and Jinnn (jJS). 

6. Lit., heavenly principles, i.e., moral rectitude; the highest heathen idea of 
right ; cp. Acts, xxviii. 4. 

7. Note the change of person. Tliis is very common throughout the book, the 
writer seeming to turn his attention to one of the class he is speaking of. 

8. The verb is ianrj-ch^uh-lai (^ (i\ ^) both teh and ch^nh-lai being auxiliaries 
used to denote the result of the action of verb. It is a common idiom to take the 
first character of the auxiliaries ch^nh-lai and kH-lai (^ 3(J) and place the object of 
the verb (as here) between it and lai ('^). A question in this form=a very strong 
negative. It is a common thing to make a strong; statement in negative form. 
•• Undutiful sous have never turned out good children." 
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Then there is an ill-bred expression: such a man will say, " I 
do^ wish to be filial, but, alas, my parents do not love me/' He is 
unaware, however, that sons ought not to discuj^s right and wrong 
with their parents. Parents are'-^ like heaven. Heaven jiroduces a 
bhide of grass. The arrival of spring causing it to germinate, and 
autumn coming to kill it with frost, are equally by the will of 
heaven. In like manner, the power of life and death over the body 
which they have begotten, lies witli the parents. What have you 
to nrge (to the contrary)^ ? The Ancients said, " Under heaven 
there are no parents iu the wrong." How can you say that your 
parents do not love you ? it is you who are undutiful ! Besides, if 
your parents do not love you, it is still owing to your nndutiful 
conduct. If you can be dutiful, where* is there one that will be 
displeased ? Givd it a little consideration : don't you ^ see ? 

Duties of Brothers to one another. 

7. Besides your parents there are your brothers. These brolhers 
must not be looked on as separable the one from the other. He and 
] are one flesh nnd blood; and are therefore spoken of as ** Hands 
and Feet." If you treat your brother badly, you are really slighting 

1. /fi (-fll) bere is emphatic. 

2. Thiu (f|t)=^«»«-«Ai5, are. 

3. Lit., say what long short. Shoh-ch*ang4uan (^ ^ ^) is used of talking 
over the pros and cons ; discussing the merits of a case ; etc. 

4. Na m ko (tUP ^ f@)=/ta-/i iu ih-ko (^ ^7^ -^ jQ) : na-li so used expresses 
something incredible — what are you talking about ! 

5. Lit., comprehend. 
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brothers are not born of one mother 
yet^ "tYiey are the bones and blood of one father. It doesn't do to 
say, •' They are not of the same mother," and accordingly regard- 
tiliem £ts of a different stock. 

With men of the present day, the chief object of affection is 

t\ie wife ! Suppose your wife dies you can marry again; but if this 

brother of yours dies, where will you look for another ? The 

Ancients said/ "The root is without doubt glorious, when the 

branches are united and possessed of the same vitality.* Do not 

for a few words wound friendly feelings. Each time we^ meet we 

are so much the older. It is but a few days^ we shall be brothers 

(together)." 

The gist of this saying is, that though there is nvutuaF respect 
between brt'thren, they should still bcar^ in mind the uncertainty 
of life, and that meeting and parting do not go on for ever. 

1. Lift., hone and flesli ; cp. Genesis ii. 23. 

2. le ("lib.) *8 frequently used as a correlative of tslusin ('fX S*V 

3. Ck eiiQ (/S)="*'>> auxiliary couipleting tlie aclion of tlie verb. 

4. Lit., toj^etlier-hreatli couneoted brunclies, root, of course j.d<»rioiis. Tiie 
idea ia that the famii}' reseuil)les a tree ; tiie parents beir>g the root, the ciiildren the 
branches 

5. Siauij (|g)=reciprocaI, and is used to indicate an action going on between 
two or more parties. 

6. Lit., can olitain how much time to be brothers, i.e., we have but a short time. 

7. Lit,, you respect, I h)ve. 

8. Lit., dread. 
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How can they act as if* tliere were sume grievance between 
them and tliey were at enniity ? 

Therefore he who rcFpeots his elder brother, should in all 
matters, whether in eating and drinking, or dressing or speaking, 
whether in walking or sitting or stancling, invariably^ give way 
to him. If one of the Ancients sa>v another native of the sanie 
hanjlet or countryside ten years older than himself', he^ would p.iy 
deference to him as to an elder brother; if older by five years, would 
follow close behind him, not daring to hurry ])ast him. Observe : 
if outsiders of a greater age were treated with such deference as 
this — how much more one's*^ own elder brother ! 

To come to* those who are elder brothers, they on^ their part, 
must tenderly love their younger brothers, lie their age what it 
may, they should simply be treated as children. 

For instance, if my son is a dolt and I am thoroughly vexed 
with him, upbraid him and beat him, (still) in^ a short time 
I love him as tenderly as before. 

1. Tn (f|5) after such an eiiuineration as the above="oii all occasions." 

2. Lit., I; the writer putting' himself into the position of the one referred to. 

3. 7Yin {f^)=t.si'k'itih(Q S 6^V It of. en forms a reflective pronoun, e.</., 
t*a ts'in shea ta Vu {^ Hi. ^ ^F i|tl)» ^'® stiuck him with his own haml. 

4 Ch\-u (i^ J^) "as to," is often used to introduce a new subject or turn of 
thought. 

o. Lit., also ; i.e., if tlie younger brothers respect them, they ujiist in turn shew 
consideration. 

(). Lit., in the turning of the body. 
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Biili» the case of younger brothers you are utterly^ unwilling 
gently to admonish them. As soon as you find them a little at fault, 
you at once commence to quarrel with them. You should consider 
that you have all been brought up by the same parents, and 
if you strike your 3^ounger brother, it is just the same as beating 
yourself. And if the younger brother, who scarcely knows good 
from evil, be^ beaten by his elder brother, he certainly will at once 
return the blow. Con;ipare ihis with the case of a man's hand and 
foot: suddenly by accident the hand strikes the foot; is it likely 
the foot will kick in return ?^ 

Evils of Animosity behueen Brethren. 

8. All the squabbles that arise amo"g brethren in the present 
day are* on account of property. Some^ squabble about money, 
some about land, some about houses some about food: all sorts of 
things. I^ut the}' overlook the fact tliat monetary affairs are trifling 
compared with the weighty affections of kith and kin. What if 

1. Tsfii (^) before a negative adds emphaeis. 

2. Kiea (pj.) fr(jqnently==sign of tl»e passive, e.g.^ kiev-Hkavg (^ gj) *o bo 
wounded. 

3. Pnh'ch^eng (^ )j^)=)no (Ig) interrogative. It is very commonly used with 
nantaom^^), 

4. Uel (S) ... kH-kien (^ ^) nearly=m uei (@ 3) *' because of" and points 
ont the motive or reason. 

5. Note the idiomatic way of placing tik (ft?]) after the noun, instead of after iu 
(Tff) iu lUt tsevy iu-t'i^ien. 

11 




, t^o m m m n m lo ^ m 'W 

^ 6^ M. t ^o m. m. "f- tfy ^^ So 
n m n t§ m m i^^ fi^. m^ M m^ 

tfy "^^ m m. 1^ M. ^ \^ ^ ^^ m 
m n iM\ i^ yt ^ ^ ^ "^ Ac ^ 

n m ^ i§ m m "^ n. m ifs^ ^ 

u n ^ m* ^ ^ t^ ^\ iM ^ ^ 
^ m m i^r^ t !^ m !^ r> m :^ 

Mo m. m ^ yt m wi m r- m "^^ 
m M m m f^ m, m. m ^ tfy m 
m m ^ - m, m n^ m, m m^ ^ 

there is a little unfairness in dividing the family estate, the advant- 
age is still in the family, not (shared by) jin outsider. 

But forsooth, you love to listen to what your wives have to 
say, and perceiving that there is some reaso • in their talk, yoii 
listen until, before you are aware of it, yon believe them. The wife 
of the elder brother says to him. "How lazy, how prodigal, your 
young brother is! You laboriously make money to keep him, and 
he still finds fault: are we his son and dauglit6r-in-law, that we 
ought to yield him the respect due to a parent ? " 

The^ wife of the younger brother will- also say to him, "Even 
if your elder brother knows how to make money, you have made 
money too; you do just as much sis he does in the home : if you 
hire a labourer by the yenr.^ even he has not such hard toil. But 
his children fnrsooth. they are children, buying this, that and the 
other to eat, — can it be that our children are not fit to live ?" "* 

A little to-day and a little to-morrow of such talk^ as this and 
thenceforth the brothers* affection will all have grown cold, and at 

1. Properly, a daughter-in-law ; very eonnnoiily applied to wives in many parts. 

2. Nuei {'^) is constantly used in colloquial Chinese to ** will ", 

3. Eu^agcnieuts in Cliina are u.sually made for a year or from one tsieh (SJ) 
** holiday time " fco another. 

4. *' Kai n'i (|g pl) '• you're not fit to live, is a common Chinese curse. 

5. Shoh-kna {^^ =^) here u.sed as a noun. 
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length they begin^ to quarrel in consequence. But they fail to bear 
in mind that in point of fact brothers are one. Even if the elder 
brother is a little deficient in abilit}^ nnd the younger brother keep 
him, or vice versa, it is only as it should be. Suppose there should 
be scandal, just treat (the speaker) as if he were drunk, or talking 
nonsense,^ and each go about his business : who must you take it 
in earnest ? 

Take by w^iy of illustration the two hands: the right hand can 
write, can calculate on the abacus,^ is dexterous in all things. 
Although* the left hand is awkward t > a degree, nobody beats 
the left hand with^ the right. Now an elder brother and a 
younger brother are as closely® related as hand and foot; how then 
can they wrangle ? 

Think a little — wealth is a flowing commodity: if it goes, there 

1. Ch^aovao (1^ |^) is only used of verbal altercation. Note k *i-lai if^^) ** to 
rise "=10 begin. 

ii. Lit., dream words. 

.3. 'J'he common reckoning instrument. Note use of ta (fl"), ** Dexterous," lit., 
able Co grasp the east and the west, 

4. Ghon (S) and va{M) oonstantly=5*'the." CAf (^) is the common N. A. used 
for one of a pair. 

5. iVa ( Qi) lit., taking ; it denotes the instrument, 

6. Till (6^) here, makes sheo-tsuh (^^ J^) into an adverbial phrase, shewing how 
closely they are related. 
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is more to be had. (So withy our wives ; they are not on the same 
footing (with us) ; we'^ are of the same parents— what do tkey know 
of the rights of things ! 

Besides, if brethren are at variance, their parents will assuredly 
get angry. You just catch your own children fighting: don't 
you feel grieved ? Therefore^ dutiful sons will, on no account, falj 
out with their brethren. 'I'he Ancients used to say, * If brothers, 
living together, bear and forbear (all will) go smoothly, do not begin 
to strive about mere trifles;* the children uow born to you are also 
brothers, and will transmit your example to posterity." If you 
brethren are not at peace, your descendants will follow suit, and 
generation after generation will go on quarreHing. The common 
saying has it, *• If brothers disagree, bystanders will take advant- 
age of them. If your one concern is to quarrel about trifles, people 
will come and egg you on by tale-bearing, either to fight or to 

I. The connection of thouirlit lies in the fact that wives can be replaced, and 
brethren cannot: see conimencenient of par. 7. * 

3. Translate — hnvhiu there are no HMO-hiilnO''tMtlh'ren dutiful sons, Hih who, 
*pnh-ho mnh di^aj/ree with hsiouff'tl brothers. The two negatives make a strong 
affirmative, which is strengthened by t9ai C-^). 

4. Lit., the end of a hair. 

14 





1 
tfi 'il» #, To ffy i^ 

M H ^ m "^ ^ n -^ m. 








m I Ho 







)i ^ "^ ^b S ;^ W * i!4. ^ :^ 

M» «l. 10 ^^! M' fto m. :^ :^ ^. ^ 

^ # iiF #j i^o ^ <<& K T «J: 6«l. 
^ 5S« =« ^ Ig # fi ffl, fi^. W 

1^ ^» "^ mi HI 'It •& ^ ^ y 
ft ^ M ® tl ^ ^ fi«f. -f^^ 

fi«r M d'^ >J> '(^ l£ T. M # ^ ffl 

S I^ M il. ^\ :i^ # ^ 

^ ^^ n m g tg ]ig 6^ 

To il ^ ^» ^ ^ K ^ :^ M 

go to law, with the most disastrous results^ to the family. 

General Exhortations. 

9. If you are dutiful to your parents and are respectful to your 
elder brothers; then, as subjects, ymi will be well conducted; as 
soldiers, you will be patriotic. But you soldiers and civilians do^ 
know that you should honour your parents, and respect your elder 
brothers; but you are addicted to following your own bent, and 
cannot heartily and strenuously put your knowledge into practice. 
If you are willing to^ turn over a new leaf and resolutely to examine 
(yourselves), you will be ashamed of yourselves* and show yourselves 
sorry for the past. 

If you wish to give due weight to these duties of man to man, 
then refrain from pretence, from erring in trifles, from merely 
wishing to purchase a good name (while) lacking sincerity within, 
from being diligent at first and remiss afterwards. Thiis,^ as a 
matter of course, you will be able fully to carry® out the doctrines 
of duty to parents and respect to elder brothers. 

1. Pai-kia-tih {^^tfi}) is an adjectival phnise requiring ** matters" to be under- 
Btood. For taalmnh-iu'piih se« note 3, page 14. 

2. le (-tjj.) is emphatic. Note tiie position of kai (^) and tang (ft). 

3. Lit., turn the head, i e., to reform. 

4. Tsukia (@ ^)=t8i-ki (^I B>- 

5. Chve (^)=cha',-fanfj (g \^^) "in this manner." 

6. Notice the eUiptical construction ; one tik (ft?)) is adjectival to both subjects. 
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Funishment of the Undiitifal and Insubordinate, 

10. Moreover, the piuHshnionb of undutiful and insubordinate 
(conduct) is very severe. Look at the Penal Code of the Great 
Pure^ (Dynasty): — 

** tSons or grandsons^ who disobey the orders of grandparents, 
or parents, or inadequately provide for tlieir wants, are beaten 
one hundred heavy blows^ and banished for three years. Those (sons 
or grandsons) who, by means of the corpse*, of either parent or grand- 
parent, falsely charge another (with their death) are beaten one 
hundred heavy blows aud banished for fehree^ years: those who 
extort money on this pretext, may be regarded^ as robbers " 

"Sons or"^ grandsons who bring a charge against parents or 
grandparents, and wives or concubines who bring a charge against 
the husband or his parents or grandparents, are beaten one hundred 
heavy blows and banished for three years ; if the charge is false 
they are strangled 

" Suns or grandsons who occasion the death of parents or 
grandparents, and wives or concubines who occasion the death of 

1. "Pure," the ilistiuctive nume of the present dynasty, which dates from 
Shnen-cfii ()||g j^), father of Kangkai, who began to reign A. D. 1644. 

2. Ch(B (:§) at the end of a sentence may=\vho, those who, or a noun : tin* 
siieiiy sons or grandsons, rhce who, etc. 

3. Ghang (^^) implies the use of a long and heavy bamboo ; a ligliter form of 
beating is spoken of as ch'l (^). 

4. It is m>t an uncommon thing for tlie Chinese to carry the corpse of a rela- 
tive to the house of a person they wish to injure and charge Itim with murder. 
In some cases a charge is lodged and the accused put to considerable expense. 

5. 7"?t (^) moans banishment to some city one or two hundred miles or more 
away, where the criminal must stay under otticial surveillance till the term expires. 

6. Lit., permissible to speak oi as thieves and robbers. 

7. The ('hinesedo not usually number the ililferent clauses of a document 
consecutively, but head each one with the character (—). 
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the husband's parents or gi-and parents by ill-treatment, are all be«. 
headed in^ accordance with the law (relating to) striking." 

*' ^ons or grandsons who use abusive language to their parents or 
grandparents, or wives or concubines who abuse the husband's parents 
or grandparents, are alike strangled ; those who strike (the afore 
mentioned) are beheaded; those who kill them, are pnt to death by 
slow degrees." ^ 

"Whoever reviles an elder brother or an elder sister, is beaten 
one hundred heavy blows: he who curses the parents of an uncle or 
an aunt, in either (case) is doubly^ punished." 

** Younger brothers or sisters who strike elder brothers or sisters, 
are beaten ninety heavy blows and banished for two and a half years: 
if they wound them, they are beaten one hundred heavy blows and 
banished for three years : if death ensue, they are beheaded." 

"If a nephew strike the parents of an uncle or an aunt/ or a 
daughter's son*"^ strikes his mother's parents, in either (case) they 
receive double the punishment: if they seize an edged weapon® and 
pursue them with intent to kill, they are banished to penal servitude 

1. / according to, luh the law (concerning, relating to) eo-chce strikers, chan, 
behead. Chce (:§) following a verb forma a noun. 

2. It \n considered a lighter punishment to be strangled than to be beheaded, as 
a headless man goes into the next world a confessed maletactor. The Chinese believe 
that they can hoodwink unseen Powers as easily as their own rulers. Livg-ch^f 
(Pi 81) ** shameful and slow " refers to the lust refinement of heathenish cruelty. 

3. Lit., ** add one degree,'' i.e., as much more. 

4. Kn {jf^)=kii tSH tie-niang. -\ ^ 

5. Udi O^i) is applied to relatives of a different surname. 

6. Lit,, a QUO edged knife, two edged weap«)n=any edged instrument. 
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in distant garrisons^ according to law;^ if they commit wilful 
murder, tliey are done to dealli ^ by slow degrees." 

" Male or female slaves who curse their masters, are strangled : 
if they strike them, they are beheaded : if they kill them, they are put 
to death by slow degrees." 

Concluding Exhortations, 

11. These laws were drawn up in the first instance with re- 
ference to undutiful and insubordinate persons. But punishment 
can only administer correction to your body ; it cannot change your 
heart: if you do not feel ashamed (of your conduct), then to correct 
you Avill be equally in vain. 

We have now emphatically urged you again and again to come 
to your senses, and to act as worthy sons and brethren : if one and all 
in the Empire were to do so, the natural result would be constant 
and universal peace. How delightful it would be ! 

You soldiers and civilians must invariably act in conformity 
with what I have been advising you. Firmly bear it in mind. 

1. Military convict labour is the severest form of transportation. 

2. Ill (fjl) " to bring forward, cite, adduce "=c/*ao (Jjg) *' in accordance with." 

3. Ch'n (j^) read shaiirj sliKurp^'* to do, to act: " tlie expression ch^ii-ai is used 
exactly like our *' to do to de^th," i.e., to bring about the death of. 
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Chai»ter II. 
** Give diiit irciijiit to Kinship, with a view to the Display of concord,^* 




Clan Relationships. 

1. The meaning of the the Emperor : (ho) says : — 
All mankind have ancestors. Those who descend from them (like) 
the branching of a tree, are spoken of as the "Nine clan^ relatives.'' 
Why called 'Nine chin relatives?" I represent one generation. 
Above me* there are in all, relatives (»f four different degrees: — 
my father, grandfather, great grandfather, and great great grand- 
father. Below me there are also relatives of four degrees: — my son, 
grandson, great grandson, and great great grandson; nine generations 
all told. Within these nine generations, the senior and junior 
members of each family are my clansmen.^ 

1. T^nh (li^) is tipplied to persons bearing the same name aiKl=** tribe, clan, 
or house.'* 

2. Shanfj't^eo (_t ^fO antl kAia-pkii (~[C ^) when applieil to people=senior and 
junior ; superiors and inferiors. 

.*{, **Siinior members" lit., uncles and brol hers ; ** junior niembers" lit., sons 
antl brothers. Those only are reckoned clansmen who worship the same ancestor in 
the one ancestral liall {kowj ikko WitaiKj ^- — fBI ^nj .v':) those of the same name, 
but not of llie same ancestor l>eing spoken of us txomi fcia ('^i ^). Those descended 
from the same son of a remote ancestor are called f't'in/ainj {j^]^) ; all such are 
included in the above enumeration, the terms *' uncles atid brothers" being used in 
its broadest sense for senior relatives, as also the words " nephews andnieccs" for 
the junior brandies of the family. Those related to the above by intermarriage are 
8|^eu of as su/aiKj (^ f^) " distant relatives." 
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The different families of these kinsmen, although some are 
closely, others more distantly related, are yet all descendants of (the 
same) ancestors. Hence if you wish to show respect to your ancestors, 
j'ou must be very loving to your kindred: do not regard them with 
indiflfercnce. 

Unity of the Clan illivstrated. 

2. All these members of the same clan are like a head of 
water, which (though) it flows forth into a large number of streams 
is, after all, the water of a single spring : or, like the many branches 
and countless leaves^ of a tree, which all spring from the same root. 
Let these kinsmen divide off into as many asj^ou please:^ they are 
all descended from a common ancestor. I and my relatives are just 
like the hands, feet, ears, eyes, nose, mouth,^ etc, of our ancestor ; 
(which) once brought together, make but one individual. 

Think now — Suppose a sore comes on my body, or perhaps I rick 

1. Ts^ien (^) and tian {&) are constantly used as above, before nouns of 
similar meaning. 

2. Lit.., a few tens, a few hundreds of people, 

li. Temj (^) is used after an enumeration of articles or facts, to express the 
plural, and does uot need to be translated. 

20 



m 







^ m A 


















X 





1® 





Z W, 




^ Z 



1@ 







i& 







o 




4fc ^i 

-li H ^ 

M :&, ;^ 




± 

- ^ 



A 



2 

T - 









15 





;t m 







A 



10 m. m. -^ 





fi«i A ^ )^ 





^o 'IiM, $Fc 








1@ 













>^ 









^ 








ffl» 




T 



my ankle, or sprain my leg, the entire person is ill ab ease.^ If in yonr 
intercourse with your kinsmen you get then) into a scrape or take 
advantage of them so that they are quite u[)set, is it possible that you 
will feel happy (about it)? You ought to treat them as if they were 
yourself. Just as iwhen) one part of a body nches, the whole aches; 
when one part itches, the whole is uncomfortable: when things are as 
they should be,- the blood circulates freely to every part of the body. 
Hence the Ancients said, **You need to teach the masses filial 
reverence, brotherly love, harmony, love of kindred, endurance on 
behalf of others, charitableness.* You see they speak of filial rever- 
ence, then of brotherly love, and immediately after that use the word 
*' harmony." This no doubt is just because all the clan are descended 
from the one ancestor; and if people do not promote harmony 
among kinsmen, they are undutiful and unbrotherly. 

Hindrances to Unity, 

3. Seeing that people desire to be dutiful and friendly, what is 
the reason that in many cases* they cannot promote harmony among 

1. Pah teh sheo iong {% % g ^)=Pah hao ko (^ fiF JB) or puh shuang-k^ttai 
(>P ^ ift) '* <>«fc o( sorts, uncomf(jrtal)Ie," 

2. 7^'ai-^(to (jjft 5f) and ^i'mVii' (JIH j^) are frequently untranslatable : they 
express general satisfaction. 

3. Tliese are tlie Lxth lining (>^ f^) or Six Courses of Conduct mentioned in the 

CAcoL»(^J|i9). 

4. To (IP) frequently=" the most part." 
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kinsmen? Either it is (that) one has money and is loth to help 
others ; or that he is poor and beo^s a loan of some one who will not 
lend; and so hate< him. Either it is that one h:isan official position, 
and presuming on his power and inHiience ^ browbeats and takes 
advantage of others; or that h«* is without rank, an«l seeing another 
raised to honour,^ envies hnn accordingly. One perhaps from 
monetary considerations entirely ignores the ties of flesh and blood: 
or each follows his own inclinations and is indifferent to the welfare 
of others; or may be one listens to the idiotic talk of women and 
children; or is^ stirred up to strife by an outsider, with the result 
that the whole family is cozened into discord. Thenceforward there is 
constant altercation and unreasonable quarrelling; you bent on* 
detecting my faults, and I (no less) bent on discovering youi's ; who 
will acknowledge his own melons bitter ? ^ Your one occupation being 
simply to wrangle about anything and everything, the result is that 
day by day your natural affection grows cold, till positively you 
become enemies, go to law and prosecute (each other) until you are 

1. Note the position of the verb i^chaiig (f^ ft). 

2. Lit., glory. 

3. Shto (^)==siKn of the passive. 

4. P'ien {^ expresses the itlea of a resolve to do soiuelhing bad. 
6. Lit., who will say whose melon is bitter? 
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all reduced to penury.^ Men of this class not only break the peace, 
but also forget their common origin, and regarding their kinsmen 
of the present day as (mere) passers-by treat them accordingly 
How can it be right to do so *t 

Illiidtrations of Unity: how to iwonxote it. 

4. In the Tavg Dynasty ,2 there was one Chang Kong-i whose 
entire clan Avas still undivided.^ In the Southern Tang Dynasty,^ 
at JCiang Cheo there was a man named Ch'en^pao, whose clan was 
a large one, over 700 persons^ having a comn^on supply of food.® 
There were about^ one hundred dogs belonging to the familj^, all 
fed in the sanje enclosure : if a single dog were absent, none of the 
others were willing to take their food. (So) you see that in the 
family of Gh'eng-pao, because the people were on very good terms 
with each other, all the dogs were influenced for good in consequence ! 
Now, is it possible that men arc inferior to dogs ? 

If in these days you wish to live in harmony, just aim at reflecting 

1. Lit., worked into a coiidilioii of clean Imreuess; cp. Knglish ** cleaned out." 
The reference is to tlio niiitous effects of 11 ligation. Some write (J^) for (t^). 

2. A. D 618-913. 

3. This innst not be snpposed to imply that the '* nine generations " were all 
alive; but thut all the living members of the clau were dwelling together in the same 
place. 

4. A. 1). 923.936. 

5. K'eo (P) *' month " stands for ** a person ; " cp. English ** so many Aa.»/rf>»." 
6., Lit., **8ame pot." This is obviously not meant to be taken literally. Each 

family would take their meal in their own homes : but not yet having feii-hia they 
Mould have a common purse. 

7. Lit., one hundred, ten : a commou colloquial expression for ''a little ov«r a 
hundred." 
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honour upon your ancestors/ and do not have divided interests.* 
In all the courtesies of life, better that others should give me rather 
shabby^ presents, while I treat them more generously ; better that 
they should behave rudely to nie, than that I should be discourteous 
to them. 

Let the older members (of the clan) make it their one business* 
to shew affection t) their juniors: it is needless to (too) narrowly 
discuss^ whether they are obedient or the reverse; and let its 
younger members be solely concerned about paying due reverence 
to their seniors, and not make invidious comparisons as to their 
aSfection or indifference. Let each uniformly^ fulfil his own duty. 
In a family there are superiors and inferiors; when each keeps his 
own place, there is harmony. Is there a wedding?^ let all offer 
congratulations: is there a funeral ? let all lend a helping hnnd. 

In the case of those who have ample means,^ it is specially 

1. Lit., look on ancestor's face. ** Face" (usually lien |l|t) stands for ** reputa- 
tion, character : " a person wiihout face (f^ ^ )jfe) is one insensible to shame. ** To 
look on anolhei's face '*='* to act for his sakoj" cp, Ps. Ixxxiv. 9. 

2. Lit., cherish a you and nie iieart. 

3. Lit., better they give me thinner, I give them thicker. Heo-poh (fl[ gjf) 
are opposites, and='* liberal, illiberal ; generous, shabby: unselfish, selfish;" etc. 
Kill (jfe^) points to the custom of siicwiug respect by presents. Li-^u (|3 |R) must 
be understood after tUi (ftij). 

4. Lit., only know. 

5. Ki'kiao ($f ^) to reckon and compare=** to think over, or about a wrong; 
go into a matter." 

6. Lit., one flavour=in the same style. 

7. Hsi'Hi (§ ^)=anything that is a matter for congratulation. In Rome parts 
hovg (4Q[) " red " or peh (Q) "white" is prefixed when either a wedding or a 
funeral (!) is spoken of. K^'mg-ho (® H) usually includes a present. 

8. Lit., wealth strength abundant men ; for a similar idiom cp. II Kings xxiv. 16t 
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inciimbent on them to erect public arxestml halls, that sacrifices 
may be oflFered to those of their chin who hav^ no descendants,^ so 
that the "Orphan Spirits" may have somethini? on which they may 
depend: to establish schools for the instruction of those of their 
clan wlio hxck the wherewithal (to pay the school fees), so that the 
rising generation may nil obtain an education : to set apart free 
land for the support of those kinsmen who are short of food and 
clothing, so that (even) poor and weakl}^ households ra«y all have 
sustenance; and to compile a clan register to link together (the 
more) distant men^bers of the clan, so that succeeding generations 
may know the'r rank in the clan. Even or<linary persons, whose means 
are limited, should still each fulfil the duties of his own position. 

If all are friendly and courteous, one elderly person meeting 
another will exhort him to be very affectionate to his children; one 
young man coming across anotlier will urge him to honour hia parents. 
Do contemporaries meet ? they will admonish each other to bo loving 
and agreeable, 'J'hus you will each and all become dutiful sons and 
ideal brothel's. 'J he rulers will all say, **Jt is a well behaved 

1. According to Chinese ideas, one of the greatest calamities tliut oan b«fall a 
man is to hnve no mule issue. If he have no son to suciiHce for liitn uft«r deiilh 
.'lis supposed to hirgely uffect his welfare in the next worhl. There is « feast 
to *^ Orphan Spirits" {ka huen isieh )& ^ 0i!) on (he 15lh of the 7th nioou. 
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district, they are folk who accumuhite virtue."^ (Now) Avt uld not 
this be an excellent thing ? 

Punishment of Refractory Clansmen. 

5. But if on account of some petty jealousy yon break the 
peace, and give yourselves up to wrangling and doinu one another ' 
harm, losing sight of rght principle s, the law of the land will 
certainly punish you. 'Jake notice <.f whatis said in the Penal Code 
of the Great Pure (Dynasty) : — 

"Whoever abuses his elder brother or elder sister, is beaten 
one hundred heavy blows: whoever curses his uncle, receives double/' 

" Younger brothers or sisters who strike elder brothers or 
sisters, are beaten ninety heavy blows, and are bani-hed for two 
and a half years; if they injure tht^m (by the blow), they are beat< n 
one hundred heavy blows and banished for three years: if death 
ensue, they are beheaded A nephew who strikes his uncle or aunt, 
or a grandchild who strikes either of his grandparents on the 
mother's side, in either case receives double the punishment (one 
hundred and eighty blows); if they seize an edged weapon and pursue 
with intent to kill, they are banished to penal servitude in distjxnt 
garrisons as the law directs; if they commit wilful murder, they are 
done to death by slow degrees." 

" Whoever strikes a relative of the same clan, or a connection by 

1. This is part of the saying, tsih sham chi kia pih iu U king (fK H Z,^ iS^^ 
^ S^ *^ the family where gooduess uccuniulates, is bound to have an extra share of 
happiness. 
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marriage, for whom three months' mourning should be worn,^ is 
beaten one hundred heavy blows ; if he strike one for whom five 
months' mourning should be worn, he is beaten sixt}^ heavy blows 
and banished for a year; if he strike one for Avhom mourning should 
be worn nine months, he is beaten seventy heavy blows, and banished 
for a year and a half. If he seriously wound any of the foregoing, in 
every case double the puuishment assigned to each oflfence: whoever 
by fighting (with them) causes a dangerous illness, is strangled; if 
death ensue, he is beheaded." 

" Wives who strike their husbands, are beaten one hundred heavy 
blows ; if they inflict a severe wound, they are punished as much again 
as for (merely) bruising them ; if a dangerous illness follow, they are 
strangled: concubines who strike their husband or the principal wife, 
also riceive double the foregoing punishment (two hundred blows)." 

"Whoever occasions the death of a senior^ relative for whom 
one year's mourning is worn, is strangled. If he be killed and the 
younger members of the family privately nrrange to hush the matter 
up (they are) beaten eighty heavy blows, and banished for two years." 

1. The monruing worn for one'» own brothers, sisters, etc. ; is called ta^fcovg 
ftth C;;^ ^ Jg) ; for uncles, annts, etc. ; siao-kong fvU (/J^ 35(^ gR) j for more distant 
relatives n-ma fuh (|g, ^ flg). It is supposed to be worn for the time mentioned in 
the traiiKlation ; but as a matter of fact, the custom has largely dropped out of use, 

2, KitH'ia (|^ jgj,) is a general designation of such senior relatives as are 
included in the Gve grades of mourning, n/uh (J. JB) • ^1>® mourning worn for them 
in called ki/nh UP! flS)* '-^^^e correct cliaracter is (^) but the one in the text i« 
mure commoidy used. 
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" Whoever brings a charge against a near senior relative, even 
though it be substantiated, is beaten one hundred heavy blows ; 
against a ta-kmig^ ninety; against a aiao-hong^ eighty : against a si-ma 
seventy; if the charge be false, inflict four times the jjuuishnient."^ 

Concluding Kemarkd. 

6. Observe, no sooner do you act contrary to the law of Heaven, 
than you break the law of the land. How much better to porsuade 
one anothei* to conform to your forefathers' wishes ! Do not say, " We 
are separate families/' just regard one another as blood relatives ;t 
the whole family mnst be knit together just like a single boly ; and 
forthwith, the uhole empire will be united like a single family. 
Truly, this is ** Goodwill bringing about good luck." Every man will 
be in thriving circumstances, every family prospering in business: the 
whole empire will be " a perfect paradise." Will you not all encourage 
one another (to bring this about) ? 

1 9 6.. tidd t Ill-ice as much to the foregoing. 

2. Tih U'm (^^) are all iliose who ure ut iliff«»i-eiit icmoveB, Uit stiU 
moiu'uecl for iu the n fuh (JL 
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** Pacify the Local Communities in order to imt an end 

to Litigation!* 



Definition of a District Community. 

1. The meaning of tl»e Emperor: (he) says: — 

From time immemorial there have been^ district commnnities.* 
Why called communities? Well, for example, the near and distan- 
neighb'»urs in every village and hamlet are the inhabitants of such vilt 
• lage or hamlet. Their.lields adjoin i heir houses touch, they meet as 
they go in and out. th'y henr each others" fowls and dogs, they inter- 
marry, they render mutual aid in case « f fire, flood, or robbery — which 
of them do you suppose** is not very intimate with vhis neighbour)? 

Causes of Strife among its Members, 

2. But day by daj' the peoph* of each village and hamlet steadily 
increase in numbers. (And now) constantly for some trifle one and 
another will disturb the peace. Perhaps they quarrel on account of 

1. Tsin (ftt) merely completes the force of ta^ong (^)» 

2. In ancient times, a tang Q^^J) was a village of 500 houses ; a hsiang (U) 
conlHined 12,5(K). 

3. K'an (8) a»^ t'^cii nl k'an (^ f^ 5) often=" looked at from your point of 
view ; in your estimation ; '* etc. 
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the cliildren carrying tales : or through the fowls or dogs, there is an 
occasion of annoyance; or because of a thoughtless word while they 
are taking tea or wine together; or it may be they take umbrage and 
become enemies because of a loan refused; or quarrel and fight over an 
unpaid debt. ; or possibly ill-will is occasioned by not fully notifying 
evervone when builling a house or buying land — all sorts of things, 
not at all easy to set forth in detail. To put the matter in a few 
words,' if you were willing to give way a little, and to concede a point 
or two to others,^ in a very few days all would be peaceably settled. 

But, alas! you cannot curb the least rising of anger but must 
curse each other, fight, listen to others who incite to contention, and 
either go to law or beat some one to death. At the same time, you 
do not consider, " If I may abuse others, may not others abuse me? if 
1 may strike oihers, may not others strike me ? it" I wish to take undue 
advautange, may not others do the same ? if we go to law and others 
waste their money, do not I waste mine ? if 1 kill a member of 



etc." 



1. 7'8ow[/.c/*i(j^, ;5^)=?«0M(/>r«e7ic/u (i|SgJ5a;2l) "tosMm np; in conclusion, 



2. Lit., retire a step, yield one or two sentences, 
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another family, I must atone with my own life; if ('others) kill a 
meoiberof my family (I) also (shall) be in the indictment," When it 
c >mes to being out of pocket and out of temper, if you lose yon wi'l 
feel yourself disgraced; while if you gain the day people will all 
look upon you coldly.^ Bear in mind, if there is mutual hatred and 
dislike among people living in the same hamlet, lifelong enmities 
are contracted, which are handed down to your descendants, and 
even then cannot be settled. Is not this fur you to sow a future 
pregnant^ with evil possibilities? 

How to avoid Strife. 

3. So then, among the inhabitants of this our hamlet, some 
are . more nnd some less intimate; if not marriage connecbinns.^ 
brought from all quarters, they are friends constantly together. To 
sura the matt t up — treat them all kindly, and in every thing, 
important or trivial, be ready to give way : whenever* you meet be 

3. Lit., look upon (witli) a cold ej»e, cp, "give him the cold shoulder.'' 

2. Lit., sow misfortutie's womb. 

3. lYiii'tH'ih (fSi flic) ai'c telations by marriage ; ts'iih ren (J0| A) »»re relatives 
of the same t(t and descended from a common ancestor In this context, la la ch^a 
ch''<jR tih (tJ tJ 4k 4fc W) — l*t,, dragged (in) — refers to those who have been brought 
into the circle of Win-ts^ih by marriage. (^)=o-9?ie/i ; tih being omitted as usual 
before chce, 

4. Lit., early, late. 
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respectful. At any coming of age^ or marriage, or funeral ceremony, 
conform to etiquette. If there be calamity, by all means render 
assistance; if sickness, by all means call and ask after (the patient); 
if there be litigation, exert yourself to the utmost to bring about a 
reconciliation, and do not help on (the quarrel) by tale bearing; if 
there be a robbery or a fire,^ combine to give assistance : do not take 
pleasure in calamity. You must not let your cattle^ trample on 
other peoples' (crops), nor let your lads behave rudely. Do not 
undervalue your life, an 1 scheme* — by committing suicide — to 
incriminate (another); nor abandon your occupations and go 
amusing yourselves with gambling. 

Duties toward Fellow Villagers. 

4. (Take for instance) the case^ of a poor villager. Fought to 
assist him, and if I give him a loan, mu^t not take more than 36 per 
cent, interest:^ (or in) a debt of many years standing that cannot be 

1. CiippiiiK was ail aticit'nt cerfiiumy observed when l»oya e»nie of iige : it 
has MOW falkn into disuse Sacrifice is <»ffcred hoth to parents as well >i8 to ancestors: 
that offered hefoie tlie l)ody of a pjirtiit. is lak»-n oui of the house, is spokeu of iu 
some parts as hsitit mao hsiith ({^ ^ iM) <>ff^i' ''air and blood. ^ 

2. Lit. fire, candle. 

3. The **six animals" are horses, cows, sheep, fowls, dogs »nd pigs. 

4. e.g. — If A quarrel with B and commit suicide iu consequence, B is held 
accountable for his death. 

5. Lit., to see, perceive : Hen ( ^) is used in the sense given above, to introduce 
new subject ; see the fellowing sections Notice that hniam^avfj (^ J(J) is used 

for a member of the community as well as for the community itself. 

6. Lit., three per cent, reckoned per month in accordance with the usual custom. 
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repaid, the thing to do is to let him oflf on generous terms, and not 
exact compound interest, or exceed the current rate: (nor) 
presuming on my being well-to-do, fleece another man who happens 
to be poor. 

(Or) take the case of a resident without a literary title (my 
duty is) to reflect thus: — "When 1 became a B. A.} or took my 
higlier degrees — no sooner had the announcement- come, than the 
Avhole community came jind offered their congralulations. JHow 
came this about? It was simply because they expected me to look 
after them and render them assistance. But if I presume on the 
influence (my literary status gives me) to despise^ the people of the 
place, they will not consider it an honour^ to own a man of mark. 
Hence I must not rely on my having a degree to oppress the man 
that has none/* 

In the case of a simple minded or easy going neighbour, you 
must treat him fairly with the strictest impartiality. If because he 
happens to have good land or houses, you set your wits^ to work to 

1. SiU'ts'ai (^ :^) ** cultivated talent " is tlie lowest liteiary dei^iee ; aiul is 
obtained locally in eitliora district, hfiieu (|^) or prefecture, /n (JfJ). The term /j'o- 
kiah (jf^ r^l) '* literary graduation" includes iheexaniinution for Provincial (Jradiiate 
kii-ren (^ A) " proniottd n»en " (M. A.) obtained at the triennial exnuiiiiations, 
and aUo that for Metr6|)olilau Graduate, Isia-ai (.^ i). See Mayer's Chirit-se 
^ Government. 
C^v^Ko 2. Colloquially called poo tan {% ^) and sent out by the pao /any (fftg) 

\Xex>i Announcement Office. • 

I S, Lit., flesh and tish, i.e. treat them as mere food. 

4. The district that produces a tfiiii'ni (5^ -i) is considered peculiarly fortunate. 
5* Litt| devise a hundred plans. 
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swindle him, and when the time comes to conclude the l^rgain (in 
purchasing them from him) erther abnte the price, or use inferior 
silver, determined to gam nndue advantage ; or lend to (such a) 
man, either money or grain on compound interest, rolling^ into my 
coffers the proceeds of Lis houses and lands —the community gnash 
their teeth at men of this class : nor dties Providence permit such 
conduct). How many families have been- enriched (by it)? Hence 
you must on no account employ your despicable cleverness and petty 
cunning to take advantage of simpletons, nor trust to your own 
power of intimidation to insult the weak. 

As regards the wealthy resident, if at some time or other you 
have borrowed something of his to help you in an emergency, (it is 
only) right and proper to return it promptly at the appointed time; 
whatever you do, you must not for an instant act agaiust your 
conscience, and covertly think how (you may) cheat the man out of 
his capital.^ 

In the case of an ill-disposed neighbour, you must most carefully 
be in your guard against him, treat him with courtesy, (and) in all 

I. Kfirn (g^)^^ rolling ; cheh (flf) t<» break up (his property). 

:^. Ts't'tttf (f^) *' uhvady ** nI^h of past tense ; kifu ( g.) Rigii of piMftive. 

:<. Li I., lOot ntouey, i.t., that from which other ifl pioduceii. 
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sincerity, (seek to) influence him for good. You should give way to 
him in all things, l>e (very) patient witli him. If tliere should be a 
slight misunderstanding,^ a^pproach him caxitiously^ and with fair 
words persuade him to clear it up: and exert jourself to get him to 
arrange the difficulty^ 

Coirsiderations in Favour of Forbearance, 

5. In conclusion, even if, in your dealings with your neigh- 
boui*s, a little advaniiige — in grain, or money — (accme to them), still 
it counts as ^ecret^ merit ou you<r part : do not because other folk 
fail to requite vou, bear a grudge against tliem in consequence. And 
if anyone has shewn a lack of courtesy to you, just excuse him, 
and not be j\8 undiscerning* as he. Or suppose a person, destitute 
ofcou«mon sense, treats yoti ru<^lely or jnsults you, be content with 
bringing reason to bear on him, and in no wise lay it to heart. 

At the present time those who «re fotKi of making trouble 
frequently say, *• If I yield on this occasion tlie wh4)le countryside 
will come and take advantage of me; I should^ not be acting as 

1. Lit., a word or half a sentence not agree opinion place. 

2. Lit.« from the side. 

3. i.e., merit nnseeu by man bnt noted by the gods, and to be rewarded hereafter. 

4. Kieii'Shih (^ ^) ''to see and know ":=expenence, or the wisdom and sense 
derived from it. 

5. Lit., how can I. 
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a roan of mettle: hence if I am treated rather badly by a villager 
I at once go and rate him/' But such people forget that the 
Ancients rightly said, '* He who can swallow an affront, is tho true 
man;" and again, ^* If when anoi her hates me 1 do not hate him, 
enmity will cease at once." But simply because you are unwilling 
to come off second best, on the spur of the moment you contend 
together; rowing and storming at each other, wrangling, jangling — 
hating each other — till there ensues either loss of life or some other 
serious difficulty. When (matters have come to) this pass there will 
be no getting out of it (much as you) wish to, but you will have a 
bad time of it indeed ; as it is said. ** For the less you lose the 
greater." What if lyiother is quarrelsome? yon simply concern 
yourself with keeping the peace — one foolish, the other wise. If he 
sees you are long-suffering he will come to a better mind ; if he 
still is insensible to shame, he is no inan — what difference is there 
between him and the brute creation? Consider a little — if you 
being a man, reason with a brute, are you not placing yourself on a 
par with him ? 
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In everything you musfc jiisfc be a little more patient and not 
lay peoples' faults to heart. Alw.iys be ready to pocket an affront, 
and nobody will sa}^ you are simple, but all will love you, honour 
you and praise you: the rulers noticing how well you behave will 
also commend you Is not this positiim in which you suffer loss, 
the position in which you really gain advantage ? Hence the 
Ancients in changing their residences, did not seek for good houses 
but only for good neighbours; and that for the sin^ple reason that 
one is always dependent on one's near and distant neighbours, who 
live in the same hamlet. 

HonJ to promote Harmony. 

6. If people would regard all connected^ with the community 
as making one corporate body — if there were advantages all would 
enjoy then) ; if advei-sities, all share them ; this would be (true) 
union among the people. 

If soldiers at the stated times for drilling, drill together, 
when they go to guard a military outpost, help each other to keep 
watch : this is c< ncord in the ranks. The military hazard their 
lives in protecting the people; the people pay taxes to support the 
military ; and this is harmony between soldiers and civilians. 

1. Some such word as ** people" must be supplied after tih (ft<j) or it must be 
looked ou as=a uoun. 
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(If) from fcliis time onward with rnntual affection iu the 
interchange of courtesies, none fight, nor go to hiw, there will be no 
room lor such things as enmity, loss of time .md waste ofm(»ney, 
cuhninating in families broken up, beggared, and drifting away to 
strange places.^ 

Although these remarks are addressed to the soldiers and 
civilians, we still wish you country squires, men of rank, elders well 
np in years graduat«s in letters, and leading men in the community, 
first of all to set an example of concord : tlien'^ you will be able to 
educate the masses, 

Picnishmevt of the Contentious. 

7. You soldiers and civilians bethink yourselves — you have 
each your own circle of neighbours — have you been^ peaceful ? 
If not, the law of the land will not let you oft* lightly. Glance a 
moment at the enactments in our Penal Code : — 

"Let the residents in each commu i a ty rank according to their 
ages; and whoever tran-gresses this order shall receive fifty light 
blows." 

1. Nofe how the various items in this lon^' list depend on ^e'A (fttj). A fnHer 
and more colloquiul constructiun wouhl need tih <9t (A^ $) after each item, e.j/., it liao 
koinj fa tih fi}' ; etc. 

2. /fno itSF) "in order that, so that" 

3. Ko-tx'eu{i (Rf Q')=paBt tense. 
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'* Whoever curses another shall receive twenty light blows; 
those who curse one another shall receive twenty each." 

" Whoever strikes another (so as to cause) spitting up of blood, 
shall receive eighty heavy blows, and be banished for two years."' 

" Whoever pulls out another's hair in great or small quantities, 
or breaks his linger, shall receive sixty heavy blows, and be banished 
for one year: if lie break his ribs or deprive him of the sight of one 
eye, or wouud him with an edged instrument, he shall receive 
eighty blows and be banished for two years: if he break a limb or 
destroy the sight (of both eyes) he shall receive one hundred heavy 
blows and be banished for three years." 

» 

*'In case of a scrimmage resulting in death, the man who deals 
the fatal blow shall be strangled : the prime mover shall receive 
one hundred heavy blows and be transported 1.000 miles," ^ 

" Whoever effects a double mortgage or sale of land, shall be 

treated as a robber: the price obtained shall be reckoned as 

plunder, and the property shall revert to the original mortgagee or 
purchaser." 

(Seeing that) the foregoing laws are so severe, are not you 
soldiers and civilians who promote discord among your neighbours 
afraid ? 

Mischif Makers and their Punishment 

8. To sum up, no good people disturb the peace of (their) 
neighbours. But among the villagers there are troublesome busy- 

1. The pnnifiliment of liu (Sh)=bein<? tran>porte(l to a distuiice uwuy from 
friends ; but the offender is aUowed to live in liis own house under police surveiUunce. 
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bodies continually neglecting their own business, in order to study 
the role of a polished villain. (They) associate with some of the 
underlings at the law courts, and learn how. to draw up an 
indictment (containing) some ambiguous phrases — how to make 
use of a few expressions that will hoodwink and blind the mind. 
^Vishing to do the community out of money and wine for their own 
use, at every turn they beguile and excite others to wrangle over the 
least thing, adding the remark, "Lose money but not reputation." 
They stir up strife in all sorts of ways, perhaps by perfecting some 
artful device to set people at variance, or else acting contrary to 
all reason and right scare them (into giving money); or under the 
outward semblance of friendliness lead them astray; or make a 
pretence of acting for the public good, while secretly furthering 
their own interests.^ People of this class rejoice at calamity and 
misfortune. Thej'^ provoke you to go to law and are simply desirous 
that you should be at loggerheads. But (they are) among those* 
whom, in the end, the law of the land wili punish and divine justice 
disallow. When tliey have filled up the measure of their iniquities, 
as a matter of course they will have their appropriate reward. 

1. Pa-ch'i [^ f$}— UHiiig undue influence with officials, so as to manipulate 
matters to one's own nd vantage. 

2. Tffiii so (^ J^) fsai among, so those whom. 
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Simply look and see for yourselves — which of the blacklegs of 
(your particular) localit)- has come to a good end?^ 

Reufions for Contentment 
9. All the people of a place constantl}^ dwelling together at 
home are scarcely aware of their own advantages. Some fine 
iiioniing they tmvel abroad, and while a few hundred or a few 
thousand nules away from home hear a man who has their native 
accent. Even if it be someone they have not known before, they 
luust have a little chat. But should they meet a neighbour they 
know, they are extraordinarily' conlial, just as though they had 
met one of their own relatives. How is it then, that livins: in the 
ssiinc hamlet you nevertheless become estranged ? If folk would 
always maintain these amiable feelings, as a result, manners would 
be more kindly: their children and grandchildren would be more 
willing lo be dutiful and submissive, kinsmen more willing to be at 
peace. Indeed all your descendants would be (so) mutually helpful 
(as to) bring about the Golden Age ! The Emperor, and you his 
people would all be happy indeed ! 

1, Shao (III) cud of a twig : hsla shao also includes'clescendunts. 
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Chaptrr IV. 

*' Attach Importance to Farming and Mulberry Cult are, that 
there may he sufficient Food and Clothing,'^ 



Importance of Husbandr*/. 

1. His Majesty's meaning: (he) says: — 

The basis of the peoples' support consists in the two items^ 
food and clothing. The human race toil the livelong day, just for 
bread to eat and raiment to wear; but without considering^ the way 
in which these things reach us. But for sowing, whence would there 
be food to eat? but for silkworm culture whence should we have 
clothes to wear? True, there are scholars and farmoi-s, artizans 
and tradesmen,*^ each has his different occupation ; but after all, 
the supply of these necessaries solely depends on husbandmen 
and silkworm cultivators. Are not farming and mulberry culture 
obviously matters of the first importance ? 

Sure Reward of Industry. 

2. If every man in the Empire set about^ cultivating his own 

1. Choh {^)=s\fin of participle. 

2. Si noinj I'oiig shany {^ ft X iS) ** * general term for all classes of society. 

3. Note use of k'ii ( jfe) t'd choiuj " to go aud cultivate." Tsiu (yjt) iii<licatei 
the coiisequeiioes of uii action. 
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land, everyone growing what they eat — in all the land not a soul 
would suffer hunger. If there were one who did not till his field, then 
just that one would go hungry. And if every woman in the Empire 
began rearing her own silkworms, everyone weaving what they 
wore — in all the land no one would feel the cold. If there were 
one who did not rear them, that one alone would suffer from the cold. 
Observe that the Emperors of old all regarded farming (in both 
its branches) as a matter of the utmost importance. In spring time 
the Emperor went ploughing in person;^ our Lady the Empress 
herself set to work rearing silkworms. So you see, the (very) 
individuals who were the most respected and opulent, for all that, 
were not afraid of labour, but themselves took up these kinds of 
occupations. There can be no question that it w^is to set the 
Empire an example that the people might copy.^ Is it possible 
for all this that you people are loth to set about it in earnest 7 

1. TH*in (g.) in an emphatic form of tslki (Q g.) or taikia (@ ^). 

2. Lit., in tbe interests of the Kmpire to 8«4t a good example, to cause their 
subjects to be able by copying to curry it out. 
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Industry and Indolence, 

8. Give the subject a moment's thought. Food and clothing* 
in the first instance, are the produce of the fand. One must sow 
in the spring, hoe in the summer, reap in the autumn,^ — a little 
labour, a little exertion, the best part of a year's hard work — 
before^ we obtain these basins of rice to eat, thtse articles of 
clothing to wear. 

Hence the diligent thrive and are prosi)erous through the 
cultivation of their fields, mulberries, and sifkvvonns^ — their produce 
returns increase yearly. Grain ? it is stowed away in large binsful; 
silks ? they are stored away in bundles : (they have) more than 
they can eat, more than they can wear. 

But if a person is not diligent, neither on the one hand* 
can he support his parents, nor on the other h.ind his wife and 
children : this is a moral certainty. 

1 Note the use of chceko (sS M) whidi calls attention to the chief subjeet of 
the passage. 

2. Lit., a little blood, a little sweat ; cp. Genesis iii. 19. 

3. Ts'ai (lyi) marks the resiiit of the toil. 

4. Lit , field-laud cultiviited — thrivingly, mulberry trees silkworms reared — 
prosperously. 

5. Shavg pien (J: ^) and hah-pien (f ^) point out the msm'u relaition to his 
parents and family. 
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Centres of Cultivation. 

4. . But the soil of the south differs from that of the north : 
the one is high and arid, the other^ is low- lying and swampy. The 
former should be cultivated with different varieties of millet: ^ the 
latter with different varieties of rice. It is still farming, though 
the yield is different. 

Coming to the cultivation of the mulberry and the silkworm, 
the only places they are found are the few provinces of Kiangnan,^ 
Chehkiang, S'ich'iian and Hukuang.^ Outside of these few places 
they are not to be found — in such provinces^ as Fehcliih^^ Shantong, 
Honan, Shensi, and Skanai? 

Now, although the cotton goods, woven with the hemp 

1. *' Some" and " other *' are expressed by the repetition of iit-tih ("ff ify\ 

2. Shu (^) and t-sik (f§) are different varieties of pauicled millet : keiuj (f/t) 
and tao (3|Q) are two varieties of rice. 

3. Also called Liang Kiavg {^ ^). This includes the provinces of Kiang-su 
(tC M)y ^n-fivei (^ ^) and Kiaugsi (^ f|5). Each has a governor, Fii'fai (^ ef*) 
who is associuted with a Governor-General, Chi-t ai (^IJl^) having his residence at 
Nanking. 

4. Also called Liang Hn (^ ^). It includes the provinces of Hu-pth {^ :^h) 
and HU'Uan (J^ ^) the provinces north and south of the Tong-ting Lake (^^ |^ ^). 
The Governor-General resides at Wuchang. 

5. Lit., like. 

6. ».e., the province of Ohih-li (tH ^). 

7. Koh (ig.) which usually = " every," is commonly used with siang (f^) and= 
a sign of the plural after an enumeration of several adjectives or nouns ; e.^., siang 
i./nh maO'tsi, Imiai, nah^ koh kieu (ft ic B8 fi ^ i|$: IS ig- #) *'8uch things as 
clothing, hats, shoes and stockings." The word that follows it varied with the words 
that precede it, auxl may be a N. A. or a noun. 

45 



4 

w ^ 





tfy. jE 










ifc A 








9GI It^ 









¥ m 








1^ ^ 

^1 # 



m 




* 



4t 

T 




m m 
IS 





m 





K 



X 








01 



5^. if. 

!i2 7 












^ it 






7 *i 

Ifo 

•ifc ^ ^ 

^fi pf ::fi 5 



19^ 
1^ m 




m. 
m 




and cotton you have cultivated, are not eqnal to silks, after all they 
are (inaterials for) clothing. Hence all is included in the phrase 

"mulberry culture/' 

» 

Cautions against abandoning Husbandry, 

5. Would that the people would put all their heart and 
strength into farming and mulberry culture! On no account be 
lazy — diligent at lirst, and remiss afterwards. Neither because 
one season there happens to be a scanty harvest, at once abandon 
lightly your fields and gardens.^ Kor, seeing other folk engaged 
in trade, able to plan and make a good deal of mone}', eye them' 
enviousl}' and change your original occupation, with a view to 
follow in their wake; unaware that agriculturists the world over are 
styled the sSource of Power*; while tradesmen are spokep of as 
* Accessories.' 2 The calling of artis^ms, though r. spectable, after 
all is not the " Fundamental Occupation." It is agriculturists alone 
that obtain ten thousand fold return.^ Besides, the grain obtained 
during the year by laborious toil, converted into money — after 

1. i.e., do not give up fanning. 

2. Pen (2^) au<l 7noh (:^) are oppositcs — ** beginning and end ; *' '^important 
and nnimportiint," etc. 

3. Lit., one gruin ialla to the ground, 10,000 graiua come home. 
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deducting taxes — is enough for incidental expenses ; although what 
is put by, all told, is certainly not much; still laying up year 
by year, affluence will naturally ensue. What you lay by (as the 
result of) hard toil you also enjoy in securitj'. Besides, your 
children and graudchildren seeing from childhood how hard you 
labour, will all know the difficulty of making money, and will never 
ruin the family by profligacy. This is an enduring source of 
stability. 

Now if )'ou admire those skulking loafing fellows, who swagger 
and give themselves airs— swindling on all hands^— and wish to eat 
and dress as sumptuously as they do, and say " Why do we engage 
in such laborious occupations?" you must know that fellows of 
this sort, if they have a bad run of luck cannot support themselves 
by manual labor.* The only road open to them is to beg or to steal. 
In the end they break the law, are manacled, have to carry 

1. Lit., east swindle, west cheat. 

2. Lit., shoulders cannot curry, hands cannot lift. 
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the wooden collar^ and pass their time in prison; — this is their 
finale.^ Consider now, what advantage have these fellows (over 
you). Hence persons must on no account abandon the *• Funda- 
mental Occupation." 

Relations of Hiishandry to Government, 

6. Now as to you soldiers in the army who can neither sow 
the fields nor rear silkwonns; can it be that on that account yon 
must go without food and clothing ? Consider — where does all 
the money and rations come from which are served out to you 
monthly and quarterly ? Apart from the silver and grain paid by 
farmers (for taxes) what would you have for military supplies? apart 
from those who raise silkworms and weave cloth, what would you 
wear? When you think of this aspect of the case, should you nob 
exert yourselves to protect them ? 

As regards local civil and military officials, they should exhoi*t 
the people to attend to farming. If any government service be 
required (of them) you should wait till farming operations are over, 
and then issue the summons. Do not interfere with their work. 

1. The ** wooden collar" is a large wooden frame locked rouud the neck of a 
criminal: it generally has a Btatoment of his crime written ou it. 

2. Lit., fruit bearing. 
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Reprove the idle in every case : reward the diligent. Bid all cultivate 
the ground without fail, l.et there not be a plot of ground untilled, 
a single person unoccupied. Let the nicn plough, the women weave ; 
all earning their own livelihood. Even spare plots on the hills and 
the low-lying ground must all be brought under cultivation, (that) 
fowls, dogs and pigs may be reaied and multiply. The people will 
thus enjoy uninterrupted prosperit}-. 

JExhortations to Kconomy and Shnplicity of Living. 
7. Now (while) it's true^ that it is your duty to be diligent, 
at the 8an)e time you must also be economical in your expenditure. 
The seasons are uncertain, flood and drought are matters of constant 
occurrence. But if you are extravngant in your expenditure during 
prosperous seasons,^ how will you live when there happens to be a 
year of drought ? (If people) come to attach undue weight to gold, 
gems, and valuables, and if their one delight is to wear silks, satins, 
gauzes, and jewellery,^ while they look with disdain on grain and all 

1. Kn (I?r)= assuredly, what is manifestly the case. 

2. Tany (%^ used iu speaking of time— "at, in." It may be followed 
inmediately by shl (tJ^f) or u similar word relating to time ; or may, as in the present 
instance, have a sentence placed between it and such word : tav(/,»,sh'it6iehf at ths 
time, when. 

3. Cfi*a kin tat in (tS'^^^) " sticking in silver and carrying: gold," referring 
to hairpins and earrings. Puh chih t^^iea (/f> \ii U), an expression of contempt applied 
to persons as well as things. 
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(sorts of) plain clothing — all such pride and extravagance ruins the 
family: imitate it on iio account. 

In the good old dajs all the elderl}' people wore silk and feasted 
on flesh, and not one of the young and hearty suffered from cold and 
hunger. They all dwelt in peace and prosperity, and sought after^ 
the doctrines of propriety, equity, modesty, and a sense of shame. 
This was absolutely from no other reason than that they simply 
attached great importance^ to husbandry ; hence (they were) able 
to have such an abundance of food and clothing. 

Our Sacred Ancestor the Benevolent Emperor filled with loving 
concern for you his subjects, had a volume engraved (called) "Plant- 
ing and Weaving (illostrated by) Woodcuts." in which he sketched 
in detail the joys and sorrows of farmers and weavers. This bej'ond 
all question, was to urge you to devote your energies to that which 
is fundamental. Will you not all reflect, and in deed and in truth 
attach importance to husbandry ? 

1. Kiau'j-Ha (1% ^) souietiines=the result of being cnreful or particular, car., 
a man is kimuj-kiu about his house tind his house is hitivg-kin in couBequence. In 
the south it is also applied to anything that calls forth admiration. 

2. I-vei ( tX S) "'^y ^® "^^^ ^** * verl)=" to regard, consider as ; " or it may be 
separated, t, introdueii»g the 8ul)j«ct of the verb uei to make, consider; nei^ to con- 
sider, P introducing object, uongs^n,^ husbandry, chough important; ** to attach 
importance to husbandry." 
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Chapter V. 



Set Store by Economy, as a Means to the Careful Use 

of Property" 



Need of providing for Emerc/encies, 
1. The meaning of the Emperor (he) says : — 
In matters of eating, dress, and social intercourse, there is never 
a day whea people liave no expenses. And since there must be 
outlay, one can never dispense with money. But there is both 
unforeseen as well as the usual daily expenditure. 

For instance, how many articles of clothing worn in a year, the 
provision for morning and evening meals — this is a regular order of 
things, and may be calculated for. But when you come to such 
things as the birth of children, marriage of sons and daughters, 
sickness, death and burial, these are things that must fall to tho 
lot of all. but are not capible of a fixed estimate. Now if you do 
not constantly put by a little of your spare cash, when such things 
happen^ with what will you meet them ? The proverb well *says, 
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*' In the day you have (money) think of the time you will be without 
it ; and not when you are hard up call to mind the time when you 
were in funds/' This saying bitls people to think when they are 
well oft', of the days when thev will be short of money; and not to 
think of these well-to-do times after they are penniless; saying, 
*' If I had known beforehand that I should suS'er now, 1 would 
at all costs have put by a little money for present use ; now alas, 
I know it too late!" Sayings of this sort still serve to wake 
people up. 

I'he lonprovident rebuked by Ancient Example. 

2. But there is a certain class of fellows who are always saying, 
"If we have wine to-day we will get drunk to-day, we'll bear to- 
morrow's sorrow when to-morrow comes!" Those who are gluttf»n- 
ous and dressy, hearing these sentiments expressed, become all the 
more self-indulgent and extravagant. This matter of extravagance re- 
lates not merely to gambling and licentiousness, but also to unlimited 
expenditure in daily eating and dressing. But it must be borne in 
miii<l that the Ancients were above fifty years old before they wore 
silks, over seventy before they ate meat. It is obvious from this, 
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that young men should not dress in silks and eat flesh without 
suflBcient reason. The olden Emperors would not unnecessarily 
kill an ox, the high officials a sheep, the lower officials a pig 
or a dog, so it is evident that ordinary people lived in a most 
temperate and abstemious fashion. 

Another point; Everyone has a limited share of good fortune ; 
if one enjoy himself too much, he discounts his own happiness,^ and 
when old age comes upon him he certainly has not a very bright 
prospect before him. 1 fence we speak of '* Setting Store by Economy." 
Why do we need to be economical ? Wealth is like water. 
Economy may be compared to water gathered together in a pond : 
if you do not keep some in, but give your sole attention to letting 
it ont,2 it will be dry in no time. If you are not economical with 
wealth but make it your one business to get rid of it, it will be 
used up in no time. It will be too late to regret when it is all gone. 

1. Cheh'/iih (Jf jgj to break or cut short happiness. Each person has a definite 
portion of happiness allotted to him, imd he nuist be eui eful how he uses it. To 
dress a child too extravagantly, or to live in a manner not in keeping with his social 
position, is to ^^ disconnt. his happiness." Cheh is also applied to the purchatse of 
goods, as pah che.h (/V $f ) -*^ P«»" cent., etc. 

2, Titiaitfj (^) commonly forms part of the verb in light literature. 
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£'^'6^5 o/ Extravagance, 

3. Think, the practices of anfciqnifcy were nothing more than (the 
observance of) the two things^ — Diligence and Economy. Now you 
cannot make money if you are slothful. But if you do not make 
money it is j'ou alone that suffer, you do not drag others down : the 
damage is comparatively slight: while if you are improvident and 
squander at will, even the wealth acquired by ten persons, or the 
savings of a year, would be insufficient for one like you to wantonly 
waste in a single day. How serious an evil is this! 

Extravagance Illustrated, 

4. Think a little : soldiers have their regular pay in money and 
food .2 But because they have no idea how to economise, and wish to 
dress well and to eat well, the result is that in the course of one 
month the pay of several is squandered. Then it comes to borrowing 
in all directions: they are willing to pay seven or eight percent, 
interest a month. They only have an eye to present enjoyment, and 

1. Lit., words ; M (^) often stands for the thing it represents. In speaking 
of a number of things, it is usual to specify the nutnher after they are enumerated. 

2. Ch ih litjuj (I^IJ^M) is a common expression— ** to be a soldier." 
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are heedless about compound intorosfc, till the ewe becomes bigger 
than the dam.^ They are involved deeper in debt every day, till 
when they draw their pay, wiping off debts is out of the question,* 
let alone putting by a little^ for the purchase of food and clothing. 

As to you people, when you hai)pen to have an abundant 
harvest — the grain rotting in the barns — you should put by as much 
(m©ney) as possible, l^ut. forsooth, (what with) your fondness for 
feasting,* theatricals,® building temples, rival processions,* (adding 
beyond measure to your expenditure) striving to out-do each other, 
wasting your money so improvidently, no wonder you all come to 
want/ Just think, in good years, if you still have a deficit, won't 
you be much worse off in bad ones ? 

). 1.6., the interest becomes more than the prinetpnl. 

2. Note tlie idiom : '* repay tlebt also cannot repay, where still save," etc., fe., 
it is impossible either to piiy their debts or to SHve, 

3. Ifi liamj v tn^iev (-^^Hi lO=*' ''"^^ ^ tael or a lai^l," not a tael and a 
half ; whicii would be either ih iiantj n; or, ih liavff u Is ten in-isi (— M 31 1^ ^ ~f') 
op. t^n ih'tHtn chvau ih-tiao pah-peh (fl^ — ^ IR — S A H) ****** made eight 
hundred or a thousand cash a day " 

4. Ts'inf/'tsiu (|8 i^^—ts^inj-k^eh (|j5 5) to invite guests; the name for ar feast 
is tsin-sih (^i^Jf^y 

5. Theatrical performances are, in the country, nearly always given in honour of 
the gods, or as thank offerings for good harvests, etc. Ch^eo shen tih hat f ^ jf|i M SO* 

6. Lit., to welcome the g04is contesting processions. A good deal of rivalry 
exists between the inhabitants of different places, as to which place shall get up the 
most imposing (from a Chinese point of view) idolatrous processiou. 

7. Lit., arrive at un eu)pty plaDe. 
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In the case of ^ this class of soldiers, the government has never* 
deducted a fraction*^ of their pay, and yet they are in straits. In the 
case of this class of people, Fate never intended them to bo without 
food and clothing, and yet they are in diflSculties. Both (suflfer) 
because of improvidence. 

Course of the Prodigal, 

5. Again, there is a class of people whose grandfathers had to 
toil and labour, making shift \Yith the barest necessaries of life, 
hoarding in a regular skin-flint fashion,^ before they made a fortune. 
Their children and grandchildren having no sense, squander it at 
pleasure. If they see this one wears silk, they must wear satin ; 
if that "ne rides horseback, the}^ must ride in a chair. Their chief 
concern^ is how to keep up appearances, bragging everywhere. 
They can't stand being behind others in the least trifle. They are 
always saying they are afraid of ridicule : their one concern is how to 
out-do' others in their expenditure. Day by day it is the same story, 
this * fear ridicule-' and ' must keep up appearances'; (till) they run 
through the money left them by their grandfathers. 

!• Lit., like. 

2. Ho'Ch^ang (jnf '^) **wlio tasted?" i.e., no one hns, it has never been. 
Ch^a'tg (^O before another verb puts it i?» the past tense. The interrogative form 
hoch^ang^ demands an anRwer in the negative. 

3. Lit., tiie hundredth or tliousandth part; a laughable statement in view of 
the systematic fraud practised in the army. 

4. Lit., seraping-iroo-off-tiie.end-of-a-needle-fashion saving. 

5. Ch'i-t u (P^ 1^) only scheme, i.e., it is the one thing they think of. 
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It is needless to say the next thing^ is to sell off the farmsteads ; 
these all gone, they have nothing more to squander. Alas ! they 
are accustomed to luxury and idleness,^ they are unfit for any sort 
of hard work;^ it goes without saying they at once go the downward 
road. As for seeking* to be like the children of the poor, it is 
quite out of the question. Let me put it to you — " When you come 
to this, will you still be afraid of ridicule ? will you keep up appear- 
ances now ? " From this onward they do every shameless thing. The 
weak beg their bread ; if they can beg nothing, they die in the street 
or by the wayside : plenty of such cases have actually been. The 
robust become thieves. Are they found out ? they are severely 
punished. They go all lengths, so that on-lookers all speak ill of them, 

1. Tsln (JfJC)=the order of events. Note the use of Uitl (||)=successive steps in 
action. 

'2. Lit., this month accustomed to eat Cgo<^d things) this hand conHrnied in 
use (of nioney). 

3. Lit., (their) bodies unable to shoulder light or carry heuvy (thing's). 

4. K'i { J^) is often used, at the conclusion ot a statenjent where in English we 
should 8»iy •' in conclusion, finally," etc. It is nearly=t7H (^) ** as to, to come to." 
lit (tli) is emphatic, 
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saying none of their ancestors^. were decent people. Is not this (an 
instance) of improvidence bringing a man to this position ? 

Ancient writings say, ** If people are not economical they will 
certainly rue it;*' all you people must bear these words in mind. 

Need of Forethought 

6. You soldiers ought to bear in mind that your monthly rations 
are limited ; but you wait till you are short of food and then set to 
work begging (and) borrowing, expecting some special largess. It 
is not nearly so good a plan as to be a little more economical, and 
regularly lay by any overplus, that your^ pay may just last till 
(more) is due. 

You people must know that good and bad years are uncertain. 
Isn't it better^ to be a little more economical and prepare for bad 
years, than to be extravagant now and suflPer privation afterwards ? 
Hence " Economy" is a most valuable word !* 

1. Note tu, , . . puh (gf . , , /p)=** none." To speak ill of any one's ancestorB 
is the worst form of cursing. 

2. Lit., I ; hu is speaking for the soldier. 

3. C-kH (||a 5;) are usually used with puh rtt (^ in) ho-ru (ft^ js[) or moh-ru 
(^ iS\) to form the comparative : ** it is better .... than." 

4. Tsui (^) is here placed before shi (j^) instead of after it, for emphasis aud 
effect. 
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Extravagance in Marriages, Funerals and Social Observances, 

^ . . '■ . 

7. But in economy yon should hit a 4iappy medium; be 

economical where it is needed, not uniformlv close-fisted. The main 

thing^ is to recognise the difiSculty of (obtaining) money, and not to 

waste and squander it in anywise* Hather^ let other folk say that 

our village is not up to the mark, iihan by reckless extravagance 

bring families to ruin. 

(In the matter of) clothing, it does not do to be too gay: in 
eating and drinking, it does not do not to have a fixed limit to 
expenses. Even in all such matters as marriages and funerals, you 
should act according to y«)ur position in life,^ and not vainly set 
store by all sorts of* pomps and vanities. 

Take for instance themai-riage of sons and daughters. Although 
it is your bounden duty to fit them out, you must at the same time 
have an eye to your means, and do it as you are able. Why go out 
of your way to act beyond your proper position, and aim at all sorts 
of display; (such as) stylish silk festoons, gems, embroidery, sedan 
chairs, umbrellas, drums, music; killing pigs, slaying sheep (till you 

1. Tsiu shi Ihw (^ J^ T) ^^ ^i*^ ^^ & sentence serves lo finish it off, and marks 
sabisfaotiou, decision, etc.; it is often untranslatable. 

2. Ning-to . . . puh to (^ pT • . . ^ pp:;=*' rather . . . than." 

3. Li ()|j3) ** propriety ;" hert=in keeping with one's station in life. 

4. Lit. , those. • ^ ^ yV^ H»* 



5 

m, - tfy m ^ wt m m ^ m "m^ 
H «^o m. m. m m m, m n i^ m^ 



^ ^ 'n m ^ m ^. A ^^ ^ 
^ m m ^» R Mo m. ^ ^. ^» '^ 






n. t^ m 1^ ^. n m. ^ 
* fi^ ^ ^ M s? ^. - & ^ i!i: 



fi«l iSi # # if m ^ :^ =^0 M a 

i: n m m. m^ ^ ^ miWt B '^ 

flr» W ^ « H ^ m ifc * a ^. 

1^ iit 7. M IS. ^ fi«i K ^ # X 

ii ff1» Ji *4 ^ 6^ # ^ # M T 

7o S5 - j^ * *, ft i? ?B :|: - 

n m m m. ^ z^ A ^ 1* ^, !^ 

ffy ^ t^ m> m ^. ^. m, '^ % 

m 5fe m m" f^. r m ^ m. ^ 




are) up to your eyes in debt ? You say ir. is out of love to your 
children, but lose sight of the fact that if you cannot pay up the 
debts yourself, j^our children will be involved in debt in the same 
old style. What is the need for this? 

Even if p«arents die, (while) to give them burial is the first duty 
of the living, you should simply prepi^re funeral requisites^ up to the 
measure of your means ; all that is needed is that parents should be 
interred in peace; these are the only requirements of filial piety. 
Why do you not apply your mind to matters of such great importance 
as these, instead of calling in Buddhist and Taoist priests to chant 
the Liturgy and go through the Ritual of Penitence ? You invito 
guests, get up feasts, have theatricals and music, making the welkin 
ring with your noise, culminating in acting stories and performing 
plays, some dancing, others capering, till it seems as though the 
death of parents were a matter of extreme joy. 

In matters of this sort all you people must truly amend your 
faults : all that is needed is for each to act according to his own 
station in life. , Even your dwelling houses and furniture should all 

1. Lit., inner and outer coffins, clothes and coverlet, r '-.'^,•.11 ". V/O v 'AA ^ 






n 





* 


M 


^ 


it 


?§. 


^ 


1 


id^» 


s 


^ 




HI 


m 


^ 


2^4 


-^ 


^. 


Ifl^. 


]^ 


@ 


J9H 


w. 


Hk 


w 


^ 


f5i 


* 


^ 


I& 


^ 


^ 


^. 


ffl 


mo 


f^ 


,^. 


ffl 


m 


ii 


# 


# 


WTo 


K 


^ 




f\ 


^» 


^ 


% 


6^. 


f<S 


@ 




SS 


^ 




tfy 


# 


— ' 


m. 


ir 


^ 


T 


8 


^ 


1&«:* 




m 


1^ 


W 


^ 


ir 


# 


* 


m 


1^ 


is 




Mo 


6^ 


jo^E 


M 


^ 


f^ 


ld^» 


z. 


^ 


? 




f 


m 


41^ 


» 


S^. 


fflo 


m. 


i£L 


^. 


^ 




is. 


m. 


* 


^ 


W. 


# 


Tit 


« 


M 


#' 




« 


m 


515 


ia 


© 


jtb 


^ 


^, 


m 


*o 




ffi: 


^ 


ffy 


t: 


@ 


^ 


^ 


^ 


* 


^ 




*. 


* 


m 


^ 


^ 


^ 


n 


ift 


m 


1^ 




W 


m 


± 


:^ 


IE. 


fi^. 


m 


^ 


M 


^ 




:!^ 


# 


IS:. 


m 


1^ 


ir 


fi^» 


;£ 


T. 


fe. 




M 


Ji. 


M 


M 


1^ 


^ 


@ 


tii 


r^ 






t 


ji& 


^ 




^ 


:j5 


j$ 


* 


w 


w» 



'^•r. 



be a little less pretentious. At holiday tiroes when you invite your 
friends and relatives, all that is needed is to do what is in keeping 
with local usages— do not go to extremes to out-do (everybody else). 

Benefits of Economy. 

8. To sum up ; wealth is produced by nature, conserved by the 
government, and obtained with much labour by (j^our) forefathers, in 
order to pass on a little happiness for their descendants to enjoy. 

From now onward the wealthy will have absolutely no need to 
fear poverty, (wliile) the poor will gradually acquire wealth ; all 
contented and cheerful, rejoicing in peace and plenty.^ Thus you 
will (shew) gratitude for the instruction given you by the Emperor 
out of the abundance of his heart. 

Ancient writings say, ** To take care of the person, to economize 
expenditure, and to use one's income in caring for one's parents — these 
constitute filial piety for the people." Looked at from this stand- 
point, should we not set to work and economize in real earnest? 

1. Lit., (the mouth) full of rice laughing, »1apping the belly singing' This 
happy state of affairs is supposed to be the outcome of attending to the preceding 
exhortations. 
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The Value of Education. 

1. The meaning of the Emperor : (he) says : — 

All mankind wish to be well fed and clothed : not one but likes 
his body in good condition. (But they) overlook the fact that (while) 
it is true the body should be well cared for, much more so should 
the mind. Why does everybody simply wish the body well cared 
for and not the mind ? Look at the people who nre more cunning 
and overbearing (than others). They practice their knavish tricks 
and deceive the simple, carry things with a high hand and oppress 
the Aveak. This beyond question arises from want of having an 
education. If people are uneducated, though^ they dress well and 
live well,^ their minds are stupid and sordid ; ^ like mules or horses : 

1. Note that tsong ran (^ j^) is repeated twice in the text. 

2. ^^To wear a good gaitneiit, and eat a basin of good food," is a common 
idioni=to be well off. 

3 Lit., dirty ; i.e., the njind is full of refuse und needs brushing up. 
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(it is) all in vain they are saddled with good saddles, and trappings,* 
ihey are still animals : or like cats and dogs, which though you are 
fond of and feed well, are after all nothing but brutes. 

Hence the Sacred Rulers of old, in administering the Empire made 

provision for the mind as well as for the body. They established 

S'^hools among the community everywhere, in each Department and 

District ^ Each school had a school-master, schools w^ere opened 

everywhere and everybody engaged in study. A great deal of talent 

was developed in consequence, and manners at once shewed real 

improvement. The cunning wqre taught to be more straightforward, 

the simple to be more intelligent, the violent to be more gentle, and 

the weak to he more firm. From the time that education was set on 

foot^ all classes of people in the Empire were alike brought into order. 

Therefore this matter of education is most indispensable; of far 

greater importance than eating and drinking. 

1. Lit., saddle-flaps; its adornments are unable to change it^ natnre. 

2. A eheo (M) is a Department subject to a Prefecture /m (Ifip); a hsim (1$) a 
District or County subject to a,/u or Independent Department c/iiA-Zi ch€0 (dL^^)* 

• a. I -x./ ^. 
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Siuperiority of the Learned. 

2. Onr Sacred Ancestor, .the Benevolent Emperor who, governed 
the Empire for many years, was one who attached the greatest 
importance to schools. Every kind of place for the maintenance of 
scholars, and every kind of system for their instruction, he provided 
without fail.^ All (this was done) because scholars stand at the 
head of all classes of society. 

When people see scholars, they all treat them with respect; 
pan it be right for scholars on the other hand to abandon 
self respect? If in very deed each scholar were to conduct 
himself aright, the neighbours, country-people and villagers, 
would all love them, and respect them ; and following their 
example learn to be good. Can it be that manners would not 
without exception change for the better? From the beginning 
it has been well said, ''Generals and Statesmen are not sown 
(to grow up like seed); young men should rely on their own 
exertions.*' ^ If you are all willing to follow after the right and 

1. U ih pnh pti (^ — 7> W) **not one— plan or place — not prepared." 

2. i e., children are not fit for office because of their father's abilities ; each one 
must depend on his own. 
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to teach your children (to do so), the degrees of Pro\^incial and 
Metropolitan Graduate are within the reach of all.^ 

How IS it that scholars stand at the head of societ}^ ? Because 
they Study the books of the Sages, know the rights of things, are 
pure minded, and are examples to the people in word and deed.^ 

Duties of Scholars, 

3. Hence yon scholars should first know how to respect yourselves. 
Make (the doctrines of) filial piety and harmony among brethren the 
bsisis (of your teaching). Do not devote yourselves bo talk about 
writing essays and poetry, spending time and labour on exturnals only. 
Be liberal-minded, let your views of things be broad: be men eminent 
for virtue and talent, who uphold the cause of mankind and truth .^ 
Study some classical works; cultivate intercourse with a few respectable 
companions.* Observe decorum everywhere, be careful to be modesfe 

1. Lit., every family has a share. In theory llie highest positions are open to 
trorth alone. For ku-rcn and tsin-si, — see note on page Xi. 

2. Beautiful in theory, but not in agreement \vitli facts. 

3. Cp. the line, *' Support and ornament of virtue's cause." 

4. Cheng-king ("iE j@) as applied to books, means those wiiicli are regarded as 
orthodox by the Confucietu school^ as applied to i7cr6on6=respectabIei well-behaved, 
moral, etc. 

65 



6 












± 


ft 


M 


r^ 


# 


i^ 


^ 


T 


m 


d 


w 


n 


To 


im% 


^ 


IE 


^» 


fS 




^ 


A. 


a 


H 


ili: 


4 


m 


« 


^ 


#^ 


^. 


^ 


m 




^ 


m. 


38^ 


m. 


i^ 


•4 


« 


JK. 


Ji 

A 


^ 


ffy 


«A: 


Id. 


^ 




m 


JK 


^ 


i^ 


#. 


M 


it 


m. 


:t. 


— 


m 


« 


^. 


Wt 


^ 


m 


^ 


A. 


m 


r> 


Jg 


t 


«p 


1% 


m. 


m 


— 


17. 


m. 


m: 





« m & # ^ 

^ X - T * 

^ ^ ^ Igf 

it: US '^ M 9&; 

m t f^ M m 

n mm.- » 

# M ^ 1H — 




s. 



in every thing, lest you fall from your (high) standing and bring 
reproach upon your School in consequence. (If you behave) thus 
you may indeed rightly be esteemed a scholar. 

But suppose a man invariably seeks reputation, is fond of 
mercenary pursuits, is intolerant in deciding the affairs of the village/ 
frequents law courts, brings pressure to bear on the officials, incites 
to litigation, and acts as go-between in unlawful transactions* 
Should he be pleased with this one, he compose* a panegyric in his 
praise; if he is displeased with that one. he trumps up a story and 
defames him ; or it may be he favours heresy, is unorthodox and 
(while) high-flown in talk is inconsistent in his life. A fellow of this 
kind, although a Licentiate in name, is but a worthless rascal; one 
of the class who disgraces the Schools — he is no scholar. 

Some who promoted Education, 
4. In the Song Dynasty^ there was one Hu-ilen called An-ttng,^ 

1. U (^) suggests intimidation. The conduct of viUase aflfairs rests largely 
in the hands of the local scholars ; k*&h {^y^^si ?tei k*uh cheh (|Q |K ^ ^) *'the ins 
and outs of things." 

2. Colloquially spoken of as mai mai puh kkn mien (^ K 7 % H) *'*' trading 
without seeing each other." 

3. A. D. 960 to 1127. 

4. An-ting is the name of a place ; but is here given, in conformity with 
Chinese custom, to the noted man wno came from it* Natives of the better class 
have three names, exclusive of the aiao-ming (/j\ ig) or ru-mivg (^ ig) **ini1k 
name " given them iu infancy by parents. These are called miugOd (i^ -^J answering 
to our Christian name, hao (fX) or tiai-hao (^ f|) additional name, and ist ('4^') the 
family name. Friends or reiacives, or the school teacher select these for them,: An* 
tiny is the uei-hao* 
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a district Officer of Instruction^ in Ha-ckav? and Su-chau} He drew 
up a code of stringent rules, and first set an example himself. He 
expounded the classics;* gave prominence to right principles and 
sedate conduct, but viewed mere accomplishments and hollow profes- 
sions with disfavour. He also established two schools, one called the 
academy of Morals, (where he) taught men clearly to expound right 
principles; the other called the Academy of Administration, (where 
he I taught men to study politics. On account of this, all who studied 
under him were without exception refined, upright and circumspect. 

In the Han^ Dynasty there was a certain Uen-ong a Prefect^ in 
the province of Si-ck^uan. Perceiving that the place was boorish and 
* untaught, he built colleges in order to reach theyonngof the province. 
Whenever he went on circuit among the Departments and Counties, 
heselected those who were competent and well conducted to accompany 
him everywhere, and shewed them extraordinary favour. The result 

1. Also called lao-s'i (^ gip) and lao-kiao (^ fjf). They are usually selected 
from the ranks of Provincial Graduates who have attended three examinations for the 
degree of tsinai (jg ifc) but have failed to pass. They liave charge of the Confucian 
Temple, and are entitled to fees from successful students. See Mayer's Cliinese 
Government. 

2. In the province of Chehlclaiu/ {^ f£). 
H. In the province of KiantfS'i (jT j^J). 
4. These are the sl'Slut M^) ai7d"*V/a/f.7 (^ ^) the literary Canons of China. 

They comprise the following; liookd : ta-hsioh (A" 4'0 ^^««at Learning; chovq-iong 
(* J^) The Doctrine of the Mean; laeuu Qviaa) 'J-'^e Analects; mtn<j-tni {^ ^^ 



'iTie Works of Mencius ; Hhl-klmj (^ ^) Book of Odes ; slui kintj C^| W> '■ 
Records ; ih-kiny (g j^l) Book of Changes ; U-ki (jjji gE) l^ook of Rites ; c/i't 



Book of 

Spring and Autunui. 

5. B. C. 200 to A. D. 25. 

t). Colloquially called t/ii-/« (^fl /fip). 
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was that the people of Si-chhtan became aware of the excellencies 
of study; everybody's jnind was bent on it, and education 
made great progress. Therefore at the present time only those 
Provincial Graduates and Senior Licentiates are employed to fill the 
post of Officer of Instruction, who have obtained official employment 
in virtue of holding a literary degree.^ The idea doubtless, is to 
encourage worth and talent, to educate the people, and to bring 
about good manners. 

Duties of Preceptors and Scholars. 

5. But (while) it is true that in Schools, the Instructors must 
have rules for the maintenance of order, and method in discipline, 
scholars on their part must be careful of person and reputation, and 
establish a character. First let the character be invariably upright, 
and then produce essays which are not mere paper talk,^ and actions 
neither unstable nor unorthodox ; in your actions do not swerve to 
bye-paths. (Thus) you will be reckoned an able scholar in rustic 
circles, and a worth v statesman at court. Has not the scholar 
weighty responsibilities? 

1. This is the force of fe'o kiah ch'nh shen (i^ ^ Jj J0f), It is opposed to 
official einT>loyiiieiit either through payment or military service: to obtain office hy 
purchase (^kueii buan ^h) >V) is very common. For full particulars as to Icong-ntug 
(K ^) ^^*^ Mayer's Chinese Government. 

•2. The theory of the uen-chwiy (^ g) is, that it is the expression of the inuer 
life of the writer. 
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Edvxiation of Soldiers and Civiliana. 

6. As to you soldiers and people who are ignorant of the weighty 
obligations of Schools, you generally say, " This is an affair of the 
learned and has nothing to do with us." But you don't bear in 
mind that though you are not scholars none of you are without the 
Five Relationships.^ Hence Mencius said, '' In instructing the 
people, first give importance to Schools, and enforce the doctrines of 
duty to parenos and concord among seniors: they will then have a 
complete system of education." And again, "If the Five Relation- 
ships are clearly explained by the rulers, the people as a matter of 
course will be full of love to each other." It is obvious that the 
teaching of the Schools is not only for scholars, but is to instruct 
you soldiers and people also. 

1. These are prince and minister, father and son, husband and wife, brother 
and brother, frietid and friend. 
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Though among the civil and military the degree of Licentiate 
is the same,^ it is seemingly different — the civil graduating in arts, 
the military in tactics — there is not the least difference between them 
in regard to the doctrines of filial pieby and respect to superiors. If 
farmers begin^with the fundamentals — duteousness and subordina- 
tion — acquaint themselves with them and give their attention to 
each of them, then there is no difference between them and scholars. 
If the soldiers know how to respect superiors and love their parents, 
then they also are on a par with scholars. 

Looked at from this point of view,^ should not all your soldiers 
and people attach great ituportance to the Schools, and follow the 
example of tliose who are eminent for talent and virtue ? * Who is 
without the Five Relationships of .prince and minister, father and 
son, eta ? or in whom are benevolence, righteousness, propriety and 

1. Many titles art; coiinnoii to both military and literary gradii-ites ; the distinc- 
tion l>et\veea them lieiug slitiwn i»y pcrefixin^ nen (^) " civil/' or u (5^^ " military." 
The **tacticd" consisited in ahotiting the bow and arrovtr, wielding tne sword, lifting 
'Weights, etc.; foreign drill and arms are now adopted in their stciul. 

2. Tso k'i (iSc ^) " to start from;" kenpeii (^ $) *' base, root, that which is 
essential.'* 

3. Lit., this de^i*ee look. 

4. The kdiii tsi (^ ^) is the Chinese ideal maui 
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knowledge not innate ? ^ who should not attach importance to the 
Schools ? 

All of von render each other mutual aid Laudable deeds ? 
exhort others to practise them ; evil deeds ? hinder and dissuade 
others from practising them. Make it your ambition to becoipe 
law-abiding people. 

If there are the same doctrines and customs all over the Empire, 
the Peaceful Age^ will again be seen in our day. Will it not be 
excellent ? 

1. These are four of the Five ConsUnt (virtues) (ii-ch^ang 5l Hi) the fifth 
being sin (^) truth. 

2. With tluB Chinese^ the Golden Age passed away with the Emperors Yao 
and Shuen, 
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Chapter VII. 
^^ Extirpate Heresy and so exalt Orthodoxy, 
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Orthodoxy, 

1. The meaning of the Emperor: (he) says: — 

In regard to the manners of the Empire, that which is most to 
be dreaded, is that men be narrow-minded; that which is most to 
be rejoiced in, is that men be liberal-minded. To render men 
liberal-minded is very simple — merely let them study to be orthodox 
in the practise of their vocations. If mens minds were upright, 
manners would improve everywhere as a matter of course. 

From time immemorial to the present what has been ortho- 
doxy ? Nothing more than (the observance of) these Five Eelation- 
ships — emperor and minister, father and son, husband and wife, 
elder and younger brother, friend and companion. No matter 
whether men are clever or simple, not one of these relationships 
may be dispensed with, not a single person but should practise 
them. But.^ though everybody is fully acquainted with the fact 

4. Urn (S 1aO=n.vai (JR ^) '' but, thougli." 
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that the classics contain the principles of orthodoxy handed down 
by the Sages, and that each person should look into them, all are 
not willing to learn and practise them ; (some) perversely give their 
minds to heretical doctrines.^ 

Defections from Orthodoxy, 

2. Now such people are unaware that if men leave these Five 
Belationships and indulge in senseless talk, though (they speak of) 
all sorts of marvellous things, these afe but weapons which destroy 
men. poisons which bewitch them ; it is the bounden duty of you 
soldiers and people to reject them in deed and in truth. (While) it 
is true many do not believe, a large number among you have been 
deceived by them,^ are lost to shame, and have wandered into 
crooked ways, culminating in malpractices and breaches of the law. 
The Emperor pities you iu good earnest, and wishes to teach you to 
understand: will you still refuse to listen attentively ? 

Heterodoxy: (a) Buddhism, 

3. What is heterodoxy ? From remote times there have been 
just* the Three Sects. Over and above the Confucian Licentiates 

1. Lit.. left hand paths, and side doors. 

2. Klao (fl5|-)^=sii;ii «»f the passive. 

3. Note the u.se of ko (fg]) ; it calls attention to the fact that there are no other 
sects forming a trio. Tliey are commonly spoken of as rn, shih^ too, ttan kuw 

(fi?i^®H«k). 
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there are Buddhist and Taoist priests: (the latfcer) sects are both 
heretical. All that these Buddhisb priests talk about is keiug, 
absorbed in conteinplation, compreheuditig Intelligence, and becofii* 
ing Buddhas.^ They also say, "If one son become a priest all the 
clan will go to paradise." Give it a moment's consideration — where 
is one who has seen a Buddha come (as the outcome of all thisV? 
What is Buddha? Buddha is the heart. What is it to repeat ibe 
name of Buddha ?^ It is for the thoughts constantly to be occupied 
about the heart : if your heart is good this is Buddha. 

Look at their classical writings. The first volume is called the 
Heart (Classic. All that this Heart Classic says is, '*The heart must 
be upright, not crooked; sincere not false; at ease, free from 
impurity. If it can eschew all covetousness, anger and foolish 
thoughts, all points will be as (clear as) flowers in a looking-glans, ' 
as the moon in water — all suspense and fear will be no more: then 
will the heart be perfect." 

1. In early time the Buddhists called themselves tao-ren (j||[ A), men seeking 
for intelligence. They have .soiiglit for it in vain up till now. Butldhism, as has 
been well said, ^Meads the bewildered reader through a jing!e(>f jargon into a morass 
of metaphynical niyster^.'* 

2. Buddhism, in common with the Papacy^ teaches the (celibacy of the clergy. 
S. Xien-ftih (^'ft ^)=to lepetit o-mi-tofah (pil] M K W)* Aniida Buddha as a 

prayer or penance with a view of gaining nierit. It is mtioh ihe same as the re|H)li« 
tion of f)aler Hosiers in the West. If uttered sufficieutly often, it is hupposed to cure 
diseases. 
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Hence Chu the Accomplished,^ of the Song Dynasty, said, 
" Buddhism does not concern itself with anything in the four 
corners of the universe, but simply with the lieart." J his goes clean 
to the bottom of the Buddhist tenets and sums them up in a single 
Bentence. 

(h) Taoism. 

4. As to Tnoism it speaks of plans for asceticism (such as) 
grasping mercury in lead ; the dragon moaning ; the tiger screaming ; 
the internal and the external pi 11.^ It is simply to nourish well the 
niiiinal spirits, and to prolong life a few years — that is all ! Chii the 
Accomplished said, ** Taoism does but conserve a little vitality/' 
This sentence suys all thai can be said on the foundation tenet of 
Taoism- 

). Hh wjis the writer of the standard commentary on the Classics; hong (^^ 
'*8 duke/' is his posthnmons title; it is often added to indicate respect. 

2. Accf)rdintr to one explanation, these expressions are to l>etMl(en Og^fi'atively. 
To ** grasp niercnry in lead," is to try and j^et, hold of tlie wsneiice of things ; *' the 
dragon moaning, the tiger sereamin^." is to he taken as referring to the various 
emotions of the mind. Tan (^) or kintan (4> ^) U the Elixir of Gohl, a mystical 
compoond \>y means of which the Taoist aichemiHts piofessed themselves ahle to 
prodnoe gold, and confer the gift of immortality. It is snpposed that kin-taii is the 
true origin of tiie philosopher's stone. The materia) siihMiance eoin<titntiiig their 
B\\%\r=nnitan (^^\\ ^) and the mental process hy whicli thesonl iiecanie purif]ed=s 
nuitaii (^ J'j-) Tlje process in either case was cailevl lieu-tan {^ ^) These insane 
vai^aries call to mind the words uf the Apostle, Ephesians iv. 17-1^ ; Romans i. 22. 
See Mayer's Chiitese Reader's Manual, p. 2()2» 
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Even those celebrated Buddhist priests who dwell in monasfceriee 
on famous hills, and are very skilled in expounding the Buddhist 
system, simply talk of the heart. Those estimable Taoist priests 
who live deep among the mountains in ancient caves, who explain 
(how to) become an Immortal,^ simply seek to attain a state of 
perfect asceticism. ^ But, for all that they destroy the Five Rela- 
tionships, flee to those solitary places and sit absorbed in contem- 
plation.^ Now, it is needless to say they cannot become Buddhas 
or Immortals: suppose it were a fact — who has seen them go to the 
Western Paradise ? or fly up in broad daylight ? manifestly it is all 
humbug 1 

]• According ta Taoist mythology thenj are Five Classes of Sapematnral 
Beings, and Kight Immortals, to be venerated* See Mayer's Chinese Reader's 
Manual, pp. 318, 338. 

2* ^''< CM) here=the vital principle, the soul. According to Confucian 
philoRO|)liy this is to be nourished, while the Taoist system seeks to refine and purify 
it. Hence the object of the Taoist is to lien (^) ^^ refine, separate the dross irom^ 
this principle, with a view to obtaining iniiDortality. This is done in many way*, 
one of them being to practise breathin** in a special manner. 

3. Ta-t80 (^ ^} to sit in an attitude of contemplation, with a view to beoom- 
ing an immortal — ch^eiigsien (^ fii]*). The idea is to refine and stimulate the spiritual 
part of their nature, by abstraction from the common concerns of life* 

" We need not bid, for cloister'd cell, 
Our neighbour and our work farewell, 
Nor strive to wind ourselves too high 
For sinful man beneath the sky." 

OK"* a V^A, COA (M ^O/U ^® 
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Evils of Heterodoxy. 

5. But alas ! you people are deceived by them into believing 
(these things). Notice how these devoted Buddhist and 'laoist 
-priests uselessly destroy human relationships, and are not the 
sh'ghtest help to anybody ; ^ they do but attend to their own selfish 
interests and (up till now) have had no desire to injure anyone. 
Latterly (however), there has (arisen) a class of loafers without any 
settled means of subsistence, who depend on monasteries and temples 
for a living. In the name of the gods they fabricate numerous 
stories about heaven, hell, transmigration of souls^ and (future) 
retribution. They say to people, *'Give largely to the priests and 
• you will have good luck : *' ^ and, " If you always give, you will 
constantly have." Also, lest people, should not believe them, they 
say further. "If you revile the priests or defame i^uddha, you will 
drop into hell, or be struck by thunder, or burnt with fire" — all 
sorte of wild ravings. The more their talk intimidates people, the 
better does it cause men to believe in and support them. 

In the beginning^ they simply swindle people of their money, 
scheming to provide for themselves, but afterwards gradually 
become more arrogant, getting up processions of all sorts,* such as 

1. Lit., a-hair-bave-not-help-men'8 place. 

2. Lit^, revolving wheel, i.e., the iuexorable turning of the Wheel of Fate that 
now raises one man and then another : it plaj^s a large part in the Buddhist concep* 
tion of things. 

3. Lit., sow the field of happiness— priestcraft is the same everywhere. 

4. Shen-mo (C ^)=all kinds of. 
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the Ornamented Dragon,^ the Freigrant Cup.^ the Reprieve of Or- 
phan Spirits,^ — striking bells, beating dnnns, expounding the tenets 
of liuddliism, men and women promiscuously meeting by day ai\d 
night.* 

They just 8a3% "It is practising goodness," unaware that in 
truth it is doing evil. 

Bad Exairvple of Buddha, and Vocation of the Gem, ETnpercr. 

6. You ignoramuses^ are all ignorant that their Buddhist books 
J tliat Jhiddha was the Heir Apparent of the King of Kan* 
Grown weary of the cares of the world, he hid himself in the lieights 
of a snowy mountain to practice asceticism. l\arents. children and 
wife he alike neglected: is it likely he will concern himself about 
all 3'ou people and expound his tenets to you ? Besides, he gave up 
his Harem, the Dragon Chamber and the Phi^nix Hall ;^ will he on 

1. Held in the 3rd montlu Largely freqnente<1 by women who pray for sons, 
or to he turned into men in the next Ufe. This is the Light of Asia hs it U, not at 
seen in poetry ! 

2. Held on tlie ]5th of the 7th month for appeasing neglected spirits. The 
nanie u-lan (^ ^) is said to have its origin in the practice of WHhhing the body of a 
certain idol nt hin-hua shtin (^^l ^ iJj)» Ch'i-cheo Fn ^ #i Jfif, Av-hvei'^ fJH 
Province — in fragrant wnter. 'J'liia water is held to be a certain cti re for ditfeajse, 
like *'holy" water in tlie West. 

8 Tiiose who die and have no one to attend to tiiem after death, are snppose<1 
to be in tlie next world what nn oiphnn is in tltis — dependent on the helfi of strHn- 
gers. Hence meetings are lield from time to time to make them offerings of food auil 
to intercede for them. 

4. ^Incli idolatrous worship is carried on at night. 

5. IJ-miii (/& S) *' f'»oli8li people" ns opposed to the learned classes, H some- 
what resembles the beginning of royal addresses to the ancient Egyptians — ** By tiie 
head of Pharaoh ye are all swine ! " 

6. Bralmma, the first person of the Brahaminical Trinity : /aw (^) a Hindoo 
word for Magadha in India wlience Huddhisin came. 

7. Long {^) ^n^ftng (!(,) are used as emblems of royalty : long leo ftng \toh= 
abodes of royalty. 
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the other hand prize the religious houses and monasteries^ you 
build ? As to His Celestial Excellency the Gemmy Emperor^ — if 
indt.'ed there be tiuch a spirit — he is taking it easy in panidise ; do 
you suppose he needs you bo model him a gilded image, and luild 
him a house to live in ? 

Evils of Promiscuous Meetings. 

7. All this talk about fasts, getting up processions, building 
temples and making idols, is invented by loafing idle Buddhist 
aiud Taoist priests as a plan for swindling you. Yet forsooth you 
will believe them, and not only go yourself to burn incense and 
worship at the temple, but let your wives and daughters enter the 
templt'S to burn incense; with oiled hair and powdered faces, gaily 
dressed,^ to shoulder and elbow, and crowd and jostle >\'ith these 
Tauist and Buddhist priests and riffraff 1 Where the *' practising 
goodness" comes in uobody knows, but many disgraceful* things 
are done, provoking to anger and vexation, and causing others to 
ridicule. 

1. An (■) is a Bud«lliist nunnery; hnau (f|) one connected with Taoist; 
gl'Ueii ( 'f ^ ) a general term for monastic e^tablisliinunts. 

2. One uf ilie chief Taoist deities; he was raised to his present position in the 
Soinj Dynadiy. 

3. Lit., lo dress in red and bang on green. 

4. Ch'co (fW) »• ugly " applied to moral deformity, ch eo si (ft| ^) ** ngly 
matters." 






79 









m J^ ^ T» # ^ 6^» To M :*. 





k 







n n ^o m. ^ - m m 1 z- 
m z- - m m -t m m, i<, ^ 
^ m ^ ^ Mi A m -^'1^ m 

z m 1 n. m 1 m. m. n m m 
^ m, '^^ m Mo ffy n m m m, '^ 

1 m m m ^ ^ - K m 1 i^ 

Rearing Acolytes and Self-immolation, 

8. Further, there are those who, fearing they will not be able 
to rear to maturity^ bonnie sons and daughters, leave them in 
temples to be Buddhist and Taoist priests, supposing that by (their) 
becoming priests and serving Buddha.* their lives will be prolonged. 
Now, 1 will put the question to you — ** Is it likely that those who 
are now Buddhist and Taoist priests, will each one live to be seventy 
or eighty years of age and not one of them be short-lived ? " 

Again, there is a set of extremely foolish people. It may be 
on account of their parents' illness they vow^ to devote their body. 
As soon as the parents are well, they go up the mountain* to 
publicly burn incense, worshipping at every step.^ On arriving 
at the summit, they throw themselves down the precipice, and are 
either killed, or maimed of an arm or leg. They themselves say, 
" To devote your person to save your parents is filial piety," and 
even others say the same. But they overlook the fact, that to 
do violence to the body transmitted by their parents is truly unfilial 
in the extreme. 

1. Note the distance pa (ffi) introducing the object, may be separated from the 
principal verb — ** their own good boys and girls fearing cannot reur great shce (4S) 
leave," etc. 

2. Lit., at Buddha's feet, i.e., as his servant. 

3. Hsii-uen (tlP !S) ^^ used to denote something vowed in return for favours 
received. 

4. To some celebrated temple. Many noted Buddhist resorts are situated in 
lovely places among the mountains. 

5. It is a common thing to see devotees prostrating themselves every few steps. 
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Follies of Idolatrouii Ritual, 

9. Again, as to your reciting prayers to Buddha. You say it 
does good, and that by burning paper, offering presents, performing 
services for the release of souls.^ calamity may be averted, erio 
destroyed, happiness increased, and life prolonged. Now think — 
all along it has been said, "That is divine which is both wise and 
upright." If he is divine will he long to have your silver offer- 
ings and protect you in consequence ? And if you fail to offer 
money and presents, he will be angry with you and send calamity 
upon you ? — then he is a despicable fellow.^ Take the case of your 
local officials. If you attend to your own business and conduct 
yourself as a law-abiding citizen, even if you do not go and pay 
court to them, they will have a speciixl regard for you as a matter 
of course. If you become an evil doer and act contrary to all r^ht 
and reason, even if you do pay your respects to him in all sorts of 

1. Masses for the dead are said by both Buddhist iind Taoist priests. They 
are supposed to ensure the repose of the soul, or to ruise the departed from a state 
of misery to a state of bliss. Like those said for similar pnr|)t)ses in the West they 
are rather expensive luxuries ; enormous sums beinj^ paid to the priests for their 
perforinances. TA-ch'an (^ ^") or pai-r.k'un ij^ flg) is a mass said for h sfugle soul : 

favg iett-k'f.o (ft ^ p) one said for the souls of umiiy. The feattts held on the ISfcU 
of Uie 1st, 7th and lOth mouths called shavg-ueu ( Jt jc) and chovyiien (t|l 71) aud 
7i{<ia-uen (T 71) respectively, are held for a like purpose. 

2. Lit., n little fellow ; mw-ren (/]^ A) is the opposite of kiiin-tf^ (jg" ^) "thff 
priueely iikau," aud uicaus everythiiji^ mean and cuuteuiptible. 
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• ways, he will still be angry with you. and without fail will, in the 
interests of the people get rid of (you as an) injurious person. 
You say, "If we repeat Buddha's name sin will be cancelled." Let 
us suppose you do wrong and break the law. On reaching the 
court you call out "Your worship*' a few thousand times at the top 
of your voice — will he on that account forgive you ? Yet you are 
always calling in a few Buddhist and Taoist priests to chant prayers 
and say mass.^ You say» " Peace is assured, calamit}* averted, life 
and happiness prolonged by chanting prayers." Suppose you don't 
follow out the instructions of the "Sacred Edict" (but) simply 
repeat "Sacred Edict" a few thousand times, or a few myriad times, 
is it likely the Emperor will be pleased with you in consequence, 
and give you a post under government, or some pecuniary reward ? 

Illegality of Idolatrous Practices. 

10. Besides, to burn incense, to celebrate the festival of All 
Souls, and to call people together by drum, is not only prohibited 
by law: even Buddha is greatly displeased with it. The Tatsang 
Classic says, *' If a villainous Buddhist priest, or a depraved 'J'aoist 
priest ascend the altar under pretence of explaining Buddhism to a 
promiscuous crowd, deceiving simple people, the chief local ofBcial 
should punish him. If he is at a distance, shoot him with an arrow; 
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if near, hack him with the sword : this is to countenance Buddhism 
of a truth ! 8ee now. if Buddha is thus angry with them, but you 
believe them, what is this but to offend him ? 

Now these villainous Buddhist and Taoist priests are a parcel 
of lazy bones.^ They are unwilling to set to work farming, and are 
unable to trade : having neither food nor clothing, they devise these 
artifices to delude the people. 

Buddhist Incantations. 

11. But all the incantations of the Buddhist books are in the 
barbarous lingo of Buddha's country, much the same as the country 
jargon in different parts of China, They palm off the brogue of 
Buddha's land and say it is the incantation of the idol Buddha! 
They also perform tricks with the hand;^ is it not the wildest 
extravagance ? 

Taoist Delusions, 

12. As to Taoists. They drive away spirits and chase away 
the Genenxl, destroy apparitions and expel noxious influences, call 
to the wind, summon the rain, and worship the Dipper. It is 

1, Lit., body luzy. 

2. This is done by a head priest, who stands on a platform and twists his 
fingers into all sorts of shapes, keeping his eyes shut meanwhile. This is supposed 
to drive away evil spiiits ! 

0' CAt^UvL rM^C^OL^oSjO^^ 
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needless to say it is all a pack of lies. But even if by chance some 
things come true, it is all a parcel of magic, a device for hood-winking 
you^; it is not genuine. In a very little time the people are deluded 
bv them into believing it. and all waste their time, neglect their 
business and begin to talk of nothing but the strange and marvelk)us 
(till) the manners and minds of men go altogether to the bad. 

There are moreover detestable fellows who avail themselves of 
these (things) and incite others to form cabals, calling themselves 
'* Religious Leaders." preaching and making disciples, assembling at 
ttight and dispersing at dawn. In the course of time, as numberg 
and influence increase, they begin to ^6t and to do evil. One day 
lill comes to light, they are led prisoners to the magistrate and 
condemned to severe punishment.^ The chief (is decapitated and) 
his head is exhibited as a Avarning to others ; the followers are 
transported : their former bliss has become a root of misery. These 
are all examples of (what comes of) not minding one's own affairs : 
ought (you) not thoroughly to reform ? 

The Papists. 
13. Neither are the Papists orthodox, who speak of heaven and 
earth, and the Invisible. It was simply because they understood 

1, Lit,., a veil-your-eyes plan. 

2. Uen.tsni (PJ) p) " to ask about crime "=<i/*//-/«Mi (^% p). It has probably 
come about from clie practice uf demanding a confession from critninals by torture. 
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astronomy, and were able to calculate the rules for astronomical 
tables, that the Government made use of them to compile the 
Calendar. This is by no means to say their sect is good : you must 
on no account^ believe them. • 

Cautions and Admonitions. 

14 The Law punishes these heretical (practices) very severely. 
For instance, there is a fixed punishment for male and female 
teachers of exorcism.^ There can be no question that the Government 
has drawn up these laws to deter the people from evil doing and 
induce them to practise goodness, to depart from dangerous villainies, 
and to follow after advantages which are both safe and permanent. 
Why should you with the body bequeathed you by your parents, 
born in a time of peace, and (for which) you have food and clothing, 
go out of your way to follow these heretical sects, and to break the 
law of the land ? Are you not great imbeciles ? 

You soldiers nnd civilians should in good earnest hold orthodoxy 
in high esteem. As soon as you come across heretical sects treat 

!• The PupHcy has h>td its ageuts in Ciiina since the 13th Centui*}'. Both the 
Emperors Kaii^hsi and Yimgching issued edicts against them, viewing them as 
enemies to the Stute; their interference in politics lending colour to this opinion. 

2. T'iao-Hlien (}% gill) is applied to spiritual mediums, who are principally 
women. In some districts they are consulted as to future events, and their aid 
called in wiien people are sick. Others again, seek to attract the spirit to themselves 
hy " posturing" (JL'iao ^) In some parts of North China there are special services 
held iu temples, when posturing forms a large part of the worship. 
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them as floofl, fire, robbers or thieves. Just think, these latter do 
but injure peoples' bodies : these heresies and heretical sects are 
devices for injuring peoples* minds* 

IVte Whole Duty of Man. 

15. The mind of man as given by heaven, was in the first 
instance upright and free from depravity ; but from no other reason 
than cupidity it has deviated into depraved courses. And so those 
now in humble circumstances seek for wealth and honour at some 
future day : those now wealthy seek to be permanently so. Some 
seek for long life ; others for sons and daughters ; and (some even go) 
so far as in this life to seek wealth and honour in the life to come. 
Even devout Buddhist priests, and ascetic Taoist priests, although 
each attends to his own religious exercises without exciting and 
deceiving the people, j^et their motive in seeking to become Buddhas 
or Immortals is the same — covetousness. 

If men were aware that at the present time there are two 
"Living Buddhas"^ placed in their own homes, why need they go 
elsewhere to woi-ship on the mountains and to seek happiness from 
idols P 2 The common saying puts it well, " If you fulfil your duty 

1. i.e., their parents. 

2. Lit.^ thiugs modelled of clay and carved of wood : a popular term for idols. 
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to your parents at home, what need is there to go to a distance to 
burn incense ? " If you recognise that reason is true, and know 
that the mind enlightened is heaven, the mind in darkness 
is hell — ^you will then as a matter of course have a ruling 
principle, and it will be impossible for you to be beguiled away by 
heretical sects. If your character is upright, all obliquity will retire 
of its own accord : if the family is at peace troubles will become 
blessings. To be perfectly loyal to the Ruler, and to fulfil your 
filial duties to the utmost, is the whole duty of man^ and the way to 
obtain the blessing of heaven. If you seek no happiness that does 
not pertiain to your lot in life, nor meddle with matters that do not 
concern you, but simply mind your own business, you will enjoy the 
blessing of the gods accordingly. Let the farmer just look after his 
farming, and the soldier go on his rounds at the guard station — 
each minding his own occupation, and attending to his own 
duties — and the Empire will be at peace, and the people cheerful as 
a matter of course. If none of you people believe these heretical 
sects^ they will not wait to be driven out, they will become extinct 
naturally. 

1. Beniii (A 90 *' men's affairs ; ** every duty pertaining to this life. 
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Chapter VIIL 
" Explain the Laiv, to watm tlie Foolish and Waytvaini!* 

The Law aiul its Object. 

1. The meaning of the Emperor : (he) says : — 

One volume of Chinese law deals exclusively with such matters 
as flogging, banishment, transportation, strangling and beheading, 
striking and killing others, and is called the PernU Code. 

Is it possible that the State takes delight in beating and 
decapitating people ? (No !) It is only that they will not follow the 
right, nor listen to instruction, and there is no help for it : the only 
alternative is to correct them by punishment. Moreover, seeing 
that in many cases it is through ignorance that the people break 
the law, this book has been compiled to instruct them to be good 
citizens and not evil doers. If you are evil doers, there is punish- 
ment [)roportioued to the oft'ence : there is no escape, even if but 
once you curse another, or take a blade of grass or a stick of wood. 
AVe will now explain to you the general drift of the law. 
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Enwiiieration of Offences and their Punishments. 

2, From of old till now (men) have depended entirely upon the 
eight principles of duteousness, subordination, loyalty, sincerity, 
propriety, justice, purity and a sense of shame, for the maintenance 
of society, if anybody is destitute of these, there is no help for it 
but to correct him by punishment. 

Therefore the following crimes ; to plot to subvert the govern- 
ment, to rebel, for sons and grandsons to kilN'ather or mother, grand- 
father or grandmother, for the wife to kill her father-in-law or mother- 
in-law or husband, or for slaves to kill their masters, to poison,^ to 
abuse a relative or the wife or daughter of a relative, to rob or com- 
mit rape, to commit manslaughter or set fire to property, to plan to 
murder with intent — are punished, without the least delay after 
sentence is passed,*-^ by the extermination of the clan, death by the 
slow process, decapitation and expQsure of the head after death.^ 

In addition, there are the following capital offences : to coin base 
coin, to commit adultery, to be a daylight robber,^ to (receive) plunder 

1. '* Crimes" needs to be understood after each statement of the offence: 
** these crimes " chce-nie tsui (3 ^ ^) is added at the end of the whole enumeration. 

2. Local officials, as a rule, have not the |)ow«!r of life and death, ('apital 
charges are tried l;y the Criminal Assessor (An-ch'ak si }$ j^ nj) and tlie case, with 
statement of evidence, forwarded to Peking;. 

3. Hfiinoaheo (^ *^) " owTa head "'= to expose the head of a criminal in a cage 
as a warning to others. The characters hfiao shto sh'i choiig (^ ^^ ^) **re usually 
affixed to the catje. The haiao is regarded us an evil bird, us the young avq supposed 
to eat their mother. 

4. Chvawj-fsiang-tlh (pi^ 1{$ ^) are also called rh'uavg-Havg-tih (^ $% 6^), 
Thny han^ about the doors of houses in the early morning, and watch their oppor- 
tunity to sneak in and steal something. 
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to. the amount of one hundred and twenty ounces of silver, to 
prowl about at night and wound others in resisting arrest,^ and to 
abduct the wives or daughters of others. 

Again, there are the following crimes, all punishable with 
banishment, transportation and militar}^ servitude; to harbour 
escaped criminals, to encroach on the land of others, to gamble, to 
stir up others to litigation, to keep thieves kitchens, and to play 
the go-between in the matter of bribes. 

There are also tbe following crimes — all punishable — the 
greater, with banishment and military servitude; the lesser, with 
beating and transportation; to defraud (the revenue) of taxes, to 
suborn others in public affairs, to fraudulently sell the estate of 
others, to mortgage- or sell^ lands and houses without paying the 
official fee, to take landed property under value in paynient of 
illegal debts,* to falsely accuse others of grave offences, who (were 
only guilty of) slight ones, and to rob with violence. 

Moreover, there are the following capital offences, not reprieved 

1. Faii-ie (^li ^). Ill most Cliinese cities, Carriers are placed sit certain 
intervals along the street, called chahhiu (j^ ft^j) or Iciai-chuh (^ ii^). These are in 
charge of watchmen, who are responsible for the houses between, 

2. Tien {.%) Cyhinese mortgage or lease, is money lent on houses or land for a 
certain period, the mortgagee having tiie use of the property in return for the loim 
of his money. At the expiration of the stipulated time the money is refunded aud 
the property given up. 

l^. 'J'wo deeds are commonly used in the purchase of property. One is called 
the **Red Deed" (hong-k'i j(S. 1^) a-^d is sealed by the Authorities; the other is 
called the "White Deed" (j)th'k''i ^ ^) and is unstamped, being kept to replace 
tlie original deed in case of loss. If the deed is not registered within three years, 
the transaction is illegal. 

4. i.e.^ debts contracted at exorbitant rates of interest. 
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at a time of general reprieve^ : to marry the elder brother's widow, 
lo bring about death by false accusation, to be a female instructor 
to exorcists, to be (a member of) the White Lotus sect and the Do 
Nothing sect,^ to be head of (any of) the various heretical sects 
which delude the people, to obtain money in the name of an official 
under false pretences, and to destroy or remove from the place of 
interment the remains of either grandparents or parents, through 
belief in the sinister statements of geomanc3\^ You people must 
not be ignorant (of these things). 

Crione aggravated by Intent 

3. To put it briefly, that which the law most abominates is 
premeditated evil doing. To get into trouble through breaking 
the law inadvertently is called ** transgression "; (and transgression) 
if repented of. is no transgression: but to break the law of set 
purpose is called '* crime; " (and crime") however small, will inevit- 
ably be punished. Hence (in the case of) accidental homicide, execu- 
tion may be suspended for a time in hopes of pardon : while those who 
violate the well-known principlesof right, whoare iil-conducted,*(such 
as) kidnappers, grave riflers, keepers of thieves kitchens who instigate 
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1. Reprieves are granted on such occasions u$ the accession of the Emperor, 
his marriage, etc* 

2. A small sect of mystic Buddhists. Both these sects ate regarded as 
dangerous by the antliorities. 

3. Femi-nhul {^7K) "wind and water" is used to define the 4;eomantic system 
of the Cliinese. By it the sites of houses, citiOvS, graves, etc., are deterndned, and the 
good or bad luck of families and communities is fixed. lay ([T;^^ and iang (j^) are 
the male and female principles in Chinese philosophy, wliich form and innuence 
all things. 

4. Hsing chi (ff jfc.) movement and rest ; hence, conduct, what a man does : 
hsing chi iu k'ueiy conduct having defect. 
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crime, incendiaries, robbers, sharpers, adulterers, — are not reprieved 
(even at) a time of special reprieve. 

Again : whoever shelters a robber three times, be the plunder 
much or little, is to be strangled on conviction ; but on the other 
hand, a robber who ^ives himself up to justice may escape punish- 
ment. It is beyond question that (all this) aims at men's reforma- 
tion, and gives them the chance of turning over a new leaf. This 
is the gist of the law. 

Reasons /o^' e.rjyoiindivg the Laic, 

4. The law contains a profound meanin(]r and was primarily 
drawn up in accordance with the constitution of human nature. If 
everybody knew the desio^n of the law, they would not go and 
break it, the prisons would be empty and litigants would be few. 
It follows that to wait till men have broken the law and afterwards 
punish them, is not so good as to warn you beforehand : this is 
the best (plan). 

Now you .are well aware that it is a bad thing to break the law, 
and vet vou do it incessantlv. Whv is this ? It is entirelv because 
you do not understand it. and therefore break it unawares; and this 
to such a degree, that there are some who do not understand it to 

92 




>Se^ 




g 3E 



n 






6^. 




>\i 



^o W-, 



^ 



^ 















*r i 



=^ 






m 




^ # # 

Tc 

^ 1i T> 









n 



> N 



m 



8 



^ 

'E^ 



1 is iw. s 




IE 








f4 7. 








It 






is 

515 






^ 
^ 




SF* 



ffl. 





ffl 







6«F 





^tn 




^ 






is 



Wt 
1 



>> 



^ 





ffl 



5 













K 




» r^ 



rr 



^E. 










their dying day. At the present time the Court has commissioned the 
High Officials to C(>(Hfy the La^Ys of China, and also to draw up a 
Book of Rules and Regulations setting them forth in detail. This is 
simply with the desire that yon soldiers and people may all know and 
obey, not find yourselves in the situation of having broken the law. 
It is indeed a tender care for you that has prompted this action. 

Further Enumeration of Offences: 

5. Now people born and bred in the country are necessarily 
dull and empty headed, while soldiers who are occupied with 
military affairs are for the most part rough and rude : and both 
these classes are wont to trangress the laws of the land unknowingly. 
(This being so) we now specially and emphatically teach you and 
warn you : if you all comprehend, you will assuredly dread to break 
the law (in the future). 

For example : if it is known that sons or daughters in law who 
strike and curse their parents, or grandsons or daughters in law 
who strike or curse their grandparents, are all sentenced to be 
decapitated qv strangled — that inferiors or juniors who kill, strike, 
or curse their superiors or elders, are all, according to the closeness 
of relationship and gravity of the offence, sentenced to be punished— 
of course none will dare to do acts so destructive of human rela- 
tionships as these are* 
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those who commit assault 



and battery, or plan to kill or kill with intent, are sentenced to be 
decapitated; that those who kill in sport or by accident, are 
sentenced to death by strangling : that those who rob with violence 
are sentenced to be bambooed and to be transported; that those 
who rob others and wound with a view to robbery are also sentenced 
to be decapitated — as a matter of course, none will dare to follow 
the impulses of their savage dispositions. 

Once more: if it is known that he who commits a*rape is 
sentenced to be decapitated ; that he who comn)its adultery with 
consent is sentenced to be beaten ; that those relatives who hold 
criminal intercourse are all punished according to the closeness of 
relationship and gravity of the offence ; that the unsuccessful robber, 
is sentenced to be punished with banishment, while the successful 
robber is sentenced to he decapitated; that he who steals and 
plunders three times in succession is sentenced to l»e strangled — 
naturally, none will dare to carry on such vicious and illegal practices. 

And again, if it is known that he who passes over a lower court^ 
and appeals to a higher, is sentenced to be flogged ; that he who 
falsely accuses or implicates another, is sentenced to three times the 

1. Cases are tried by tlie lower courts, beginning with the Juiien, and from that 
np to the court of the (irovernor of the Province. To pass any intermediate court 
and appeal to the one above is a criminal act. 
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punishment he sought to bring upon the accused— -the result will 
be that none will dare to recklessly follow the practices of such 
pestilent blackguards. 

Advantages of Keeping the Laiv. 

G. To sum up — The various ramifications^ of the law (of the 
land) exactly tally with the various requirements of the law of 
nature.- If men habitually cherished the principles of right in 
their affections, and brought them into correspondence with their 
circumstances, how would it be possible for them to break the law? 

Granting that you soldiers and civilians are naturally stupid and 
perverse, and cannot fully understand reason and equity, is it possible 
none of you have any concern for yourselves and families? Give it 
a moment's thought. To break the law of the land is to suffer 
endless misery , in some cases it involves beating, in others 
torture:^ — call on the gods as you may, you certainly won't be let 
off. Your best course is thoroughly to reform without delay. Do 
not covet unrighteous gain, nor fight over unimportant triHes ; but 
if you are in the wrong, repent and change your lives at once. 

1. Lit., a tlioiisaiid beads and ten thousand ends. 
' 2. Li (^) is the principle of riglit, and UHiuf (t§) the special circumstances of 
the case which modify its application. See (iiles' bictionary, under f^. 

3. Kiak (^J=to tor.ture by squeezing the ankle between boards, called kiah 
hien (3^ S). 
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Give the matter further consideration. Suppose a law breaker 
parts with all his possessions and begs for mercy.^ Now it is need* 
less to say the mandarin would not accede; ibut) suppose he did, 
and forgave the offence ; if in day^s to come you were driven into* 
corner and got into trouble again through breaking the law, yottr 
offence would be aggravated. What can be better than not .to 
come in for punishment, and so preserve yourselves and families iii 
constant security ? 

From henceforth in doing any single piece of business, weigh 
most minutely — does this affair break the law or not ? If it does, 
although there are great advantages in it, I will not do it on any 
account. In everything in which there are great gains, there are 
sure to be great (possibilities of) evil. If you are not watchful of 
yourself, perhaps some tine morning you will break the law, bring 
reproach upon your parents, and grievously distress your wife. All 
your neighbours, clansmen, relatives and friends will treat you as an 
outcast:^ and you will not be able to hold up your head in society 
any more.^ Even if the (offence) does not come to light, you have 

1. KHu ren ts'inci (i]^ A Ift)* Favours are usually granted — for a consideration. 
The proverb says, ia ts'ie.n teh seug, u tH'ien teh ai (^ ll # ^ 3R 1^ ^S- ^) '*^<^ *"*y 
be obtained for money and lost without it. 

2. Lit., not regard you as u man. 

3. Lit., There is still what ''face" to live in the world ? 
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already' degraded yourself, done violence to your nioral character and 
ruined your reputation; everybody hates you, gives you a wide berth, 
and despises you : although you may feel remorse it will be unavailing. 

Most people when they first do evil are uneasy in mind; till, 
having done one or two 'jobs ' they become bolder in consequence and 
more expert;^ (while) they are gradually lost to all sense of shame. 

•Some say, ** We must look after the present ;" others, ''Every 
family distils sour wine, but clever fellows- are not found out." 
Persons of this kind are material (fit only) for beating, flogging, 
bsmishing, transporting, beheading and strangling. The proverb well 
puts it, * Don't practise unlawful deeds;" and again, "To die of 
hunger is a small matter compared with losing one's character." 

The sum of these remarks is— That to do only good is tho 
happiest principle for home life; and only to mind one's business is 
the best recipe for taking care of oneself.^ It does not. do to say 
'* This is a very trifling offence, what is the objection tu trying it on ? " 

1. Lit., feet and hands slippery. 

2. Lit., a high haud ; cp. Eng. " a good hand at anythinjuf." Sheo (^) is often 
joined to verbs to characterize a person, e.y.y hsioiiu-shto (ir^ ^) a munierer ; />'a.fi'- 
sheo (^\ ^^) ^ pickpocket; etc. 

li. To transpose the seritence will perh?»pR make the constraclion clearer to 
the student :-^ ^, W^m^^'M S^ M ^i" ^ ^ ; (^c #, S ^ W gt S£, SK ~fl 5c 3^. 
Note how the use gf chi{}i{) emphasiz-ja the superlative. 
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nor to overlook the fact that every evil contains its own punishment I 
It will not do to say, " If I break the law in this matter it is only to 
a limited extent — what is there to be afraid of?" nor to be unaware 
that for every illegal act there is a corresponding penalty awaiting 
the offender ! 

Make it your constant practice, by means of the law of the land, 
to curb and control yourselves, and to admonish others. They who 
fear the law, will, come what may, avoid breaking it; and thoee 
who dread punishment will make sure work not to incur it. If 
depravity and Avrangling all cease, every stupid person become 
intelligent, every perverse one good ; if the people are content with 
their fields, and the soldiers satisfied with their military duties; — in 
a few hundred years punishment will not need to be used. Will 
not all enjoy peace together ? 
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Chapter IX. 

'* Elvxsidate Courteotisneas, with a view to improving the 

Manners and Customs" 




What constitutes Manners and Customs, 
1. The meaning of the Emperor: (he) says: — 

The peace of the Empire depends entirely upon the existence 
of good manners and cnsfcoms. The scholars of the Han Dynasty 
have said, ** The principles of benevolence, right, propriety, knowl- 
edge and sincerity, are in the hearts of all the people. But of 
people born in different places, some are vigorous, others are weak ; 
some have hasty dispositions, and act promptly, others have sluggish 
dispositions, who act leisurely. The people of one place do not 
understand the talk of the people of another place. All this is the 
result of climatic influences;^ hence it is spoken of as " JPgngr" (or 
Breath of Nature)"^ 

And with reference to the likes and dislikes of one place being 
entirely contrary to those of another locality, here being a preference 

1. Lit., imbued with the wind breath of the water and soil. 

2, Feng (jg^) iR held to concern disposition, action and speech ; 8uh (fgi) local 
preference and usuge. Used together they form a very elastic term, sometimes 
meaning * custom, usage,' and at other tiroes the outcome of custom — public morality. 
The Chinese attach great importance to the influence of climate and locality on 
character : suh (fg.) is composed of *' man " and ** a valley." 
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for acfcivicy, there for quiescence — there is absolutely no fixed rule; 
it is a question of habit in each place, hence it is spoken of as 
** Suh'' (or Conjmon Preference). 

Every man is a law to himself in matters of custom. Some 
customs are excellent, others are bad ; some very extravagant and 
showy, others as plain and unjHetentious. Hence the Ancients 
formulated a system to renovate them, and reduce them to order. 

Propriety defined. 
2. Now tlie principle of propriety^ is very important, and its 
applications very nunierous. No (act of)'- virtue, benevolence or 
equity — (among) higli or low, rich or poor — nothing eitiier great or 
small (^such as) a marriage or a funeral, can be carried out apart from 
propriety. Hence propriety is the root of manners. But a sincere 
intention of respect in the mind is essential, before there can be a 
respectful demeanour. If externally there is a pretence of deference, 

1. Lt (iS)=:vvliat is naturally becomiut^, as well as the expression of it in the 
Various acta of social inlercouiye. It may be rendered **eliquette,'* '"'propriety," 
''cereinony '* or any \V(;rd si^Miifying becoming conduct. 

2. This sentence illustrates the last. The principles of virtue and benevolence, 
and the practice of marriage and l)urial, are adduced as illustrations. 7'a/* (/L) may 
l»e separated from the noun it qualifiea by seve«al words, ax in the present example. 
Anotlier word or words nuiy alsci be correlated with it, as ih ts-'ieh ( — -tJJ) above : — 
jf'iiii . . . ih-tH'ieh^ all . . . ff'ikien, njatters , . . ta h.shnj pah kU, all cannot be carried 
out ; '^ nothini; can be carried out.'' It is not. an uncommon thing in books to find 
the N. A. placed after the noun, as in si-Lieti ; such combiiuitions are in the plural, 
e.(/., ih'Chauij ch'i (— ^^ ^^) "a sheet of paper;" Xmt chi-chang (J^ 5R)'* paper;" 
ih'imn aha (— ^ :g) a booli ; but, Hhu-ptn (^ 7t^) *' books." 
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while there is disdain in the mind, then to bow to a superior is a 
matter of constraint, and to bend the head to perform an act of 
courtesy, is a hollow formality. 

You still lose sight of the fact that the expression of etiquette 
consists in an easy and natural (bearing) ; its gubstance a humble 
and yielding attitude of mind. 

Courteousness the Kernel of Propriety. 

3. The details of etiquette are also exceedingly numerous; if 
"we were to mention them, you soldiers and people would necessarily 
be unable to learn them ; as to the loot of the matter in the practice 
of etiquette — everybody has it. For example, honour to parents, 
respect for superiors, pleasantness between husband and wife, love 
between brethren, loyalty among friends, regfird for relatives — these 
are in you by nature. What need is there to seek outside your- 
selves, for (the principles of) courteousness ? 

Add to which the fact, that courteousness is not difficult of 
performance. Is it the treatment of others? be uniforml3^^^gfl^e^, 
able; is it the governtnent of self? be careful in all thiogs^/.^-f^'^jtlie 
home (let) fathers, sons and brothers be most cordi^vl^ inltbe Village 
(let) old and young, great and small be qhJ/^?n^ iind agreeable. 
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Reform all over-bearing manners, and quarrelsome practices, and 
restrain all unbridled passions and profligate ways. Do not in ever 
80 small a degree give way to covetousness, and forthwith proceed 
to unheard of acts of robbery ; nor, acting on a sudden impulse of 
passion try conclusions^ (with your enemy) ; nor, because one is rich, 
have a feeling of contempt for another who is poor; nor, because 
one is strong, devise a scheme to do the weak one a cruel wi'ong. 
Observe the well bred man : he conforms to custom with both grace 
and sincerity : this is the real thing in courteousness. 

Evils of an Unyielding Disposition illustrated. 

4. Why is it you are able to talk of etiquette and at the same 
time unable to put it into practice? Simply because men now-a- 
days, only make use of the rules of etiquette to lay the blame on 
others, instead of on themselves. Take a case: Two men contest a 
point of precedence. One says, " You've no manners ;" the other 

* \/ .jays. "Neither have you." This one says, " Why don't you yield 

* •'•••Xo-rne?'' that one says, ** If you won't give in to me; is it likely I am 

willing i^o y^eld to you ?" When they reach the pass of becoming 



1. Lit./* contest wiV or* lose. 
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irreconcilable enemies, what advantage is there ? If either party 
would reflect a little and say, ** Although he has no manners, where 
are mine ? for all that he will not give in to me, in the first instance 
I was unable to yield to him." And if both were to apologize 
would it not save a great deal of contention? 

But people are unwilling to give way. A scholar who has a 
little ability in making a few verses, ditties, odes, and songs, forth- 
with regards himself as one of the celebrities^ of the age. and looks 
upon the rest of the world as beneath his regard. One praises his 
composition; another claims admiration for his own handwriting ; 
who is willing to yield the palm to others ? 

Farmers are accustomed to squabble over their fields. One 
says, ** You have encroached upon my boundary; " the other says, 
"You have ploughed over the corner of my ground." And it is 
needless to say that mutual recriminations ensue when cows, sheep, 
(and other) animals have trampled down one's crops. 

Tradesmen also keenly contest for the pre-eminence. Each 
wishes to keep the other down, and to take away customers by 
unfair means ; ^ bis chief concern being, to make his own business 
prosper ; regardless whether others die or live. 

1. A ts^ai'tsi (':f -f) is a man of parts. The title is applied par excellence to 
some literary worthies who have composed well known works. 

2. Note the idiom, and the use of lai (^R) and k^U (i). 
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Tn the case of merchants and shop keepers, thoir contention is 
still more keen. You see me making money, and thereupon envy 
me: I see vou making ])rofit and fortinvith covet it.^ If a cerbaiA 
line of business is profitable everybody forthwith follows it; if the 
nuirket rates of a certain place are gcod, you thereupon hoodwink 
your fellows, (but) go yourself on the sly and buy without delay^ 
You know a certain class of goods will fall in piice, and gull people 
into buying tli.eni,- but later on dun them for payment. Some run 
short of capital, and have no alternative but to borrow money at 
heavy rates of interest ; at the same time delaying to refund. As 
the saying goes. " You scheme much gain to make, I scheme to 
procrastinate." Some wrangle over short w^eight, others again over 
the quality of silver; one cannot fully detail all the things they 
quarrel about. 

To come to the military.^ Living in the camp, their temperament 

1. Lit., e3'ea red. 

2. Lit., want (tiiem) away, «.e., people are led to believe they need thevii^ and 
will do well to buy tliem. To Uto anythint,' from another is to get it by diut of 
overpersuasion. 

3. Lit., tliose who throw on armour, and gird ou the sword. 
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is necessarily coarse. They are always fighting and quarreling;* all 
agree they are born and bred to be coarse. 

In all the above cases it is one and the same (story, there is an) 
unwillingness to give way. If scholars were averse to showing off their 
cleverness, would refrain from forming parties and factions, and would 
each be gentle and good, courteousness would thus be (taught) in (all) 
the Schools. 

If farmers of the same country-side were unwilling to enrich 
themselves at the expense of others — if labourers and artisans were 
content to receive according to their merits, and unwilling to snatch 
away (another's) customers — if traders were unwilling to forestall each 
other in trade, ^biit) were all honest — if soldiers also would acquire a 
knowledge of a few moral principles and be more particular about 
gentleness, reforming their overbearing manners — there would be 
courteonsness among all classes of the people. Picture to yourselves 
a state of- things in which everybody is pleasant and obliging; would 
it not be admirable ? 

Advantages of Humility. 

5. 'I he Ancients said, "' Humility reaps advantage, pride invited 
loss." That is to say,- in regard to unaisHuming people, if men would 

1. Lit., seize the sword and handle the staff. 

2. Shi.ien ( S M) ** this epeaks of " sht^rhn> (H). 
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yield a trifle to others, and give way a little, it would save a good deat 
of trouble; and put them in possession of benefits without nuRiber. 
For instance, a man abuses me : I let hinj have his say. If he is a good 
man of course he will at once regret it; if he is a blackguard and 
gets no fun out of his abuse, he will perforce desist. Does not this 
save a good deal of bother ? Think it over : he has abused you 
somewhat and you have stood his abuse ; is it likely that he has 
raised his reputation at the expense of yours ? If you thus yield to 
him, people will without exception speak well of you and wish for 
your company, while an overbearing person like him, will be hated 
and avoided by all: if he get into trouble, nobody will take any noticci 
of him. This being so, do you not still get the best of it? 

In the Tang Dynasty there was a (man named) lAl S'i-teh. 
He asked his brother saying, '' Suppose a person spat upon you, how 
would you treat him ? " His brother said, ** Wipe it dry and have 
done with it." Lil Si-teh said, *' If you wiped it dry, the man would 
be the more angry ; the best way would be simply to receive it with 
a smile and let it get dry of itself* Observe ! Lii Si-teh through 
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being thus humble, became a Mandarin, and ultimately a Mininter 
of »State. Is not this an example of humility reaping advantagt^ ? 

DisadvanUigea of Pride. 

6. What is meant by ** Pride inviting lo^s?" Pride is for a man 
to regard himself as person of importance. Now it is not only the 
wealthy and the official class who presume upon wealth and influence 
to oppress people, and thus bring evil on themselves. Of late, 
contemptible striplings — uncivil and ill-mannered — should they 
meet among the elders of their clan (whether of the same surname 
or married into it) those who are decrepit and in reduced circuin- 
stances, will not condescend to salute them. If they see the officials 
and gentry they say at once, " We won't defer to them/' but with 
studied hauteur contest with them the question of precedence, 'J'hit 
brief indulgence ofHheir arrogant disposition will without fail (cause 
them) to overstep the bounds of politeness, act recklessly, and draw 
down evil upon them; hence the saying, '' Pride invites loss/* 

Benefits of Caurteousnesa illwftrated. 

7. Of old there was a (man named) Uanf/ len^fang, who wa« 
extremely willing to give way. A cowstealer was caught bv »>iiiebody« 
The thief aaid he was willing to be punished, only^ plead^ that Uaruf 
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len^fang luight not know (of his crime). Uang len-fang heard of 
ifc, and told a man to take him a present of a roll of cloth, end 
exhort him to do good. The thief was afterwards (so^ transformed, 
that finding in the road a sword somebody had dropped, he kept it, 
and waited till the owijer came and took it away. 

Again, there was a (man named) Kuan lu-an ; he also was 
most willing to give way to others. Somebody else's cow ate grain 
in his field. He was not in the least vexed ; on the contrary he tied 
the cow up to a tree and brought it grass to eat. Through being so 
very complaisant he transformed the whole countryside in conse- 
quence; and subsequently in a time of rebellion no rebels came to 
trouble him, but refugees came to place themselves under his pro* 
tection. You see a man who can give way, tranforms a whole district, 
including the robbers and thieves (in it). Hence the Ancients said, 
"Ever yield the road, ever give up the path ,^ and you will never 
take a step in vain, never lose a patch of ground." It is obvious 
that in courteousness there is absolutely no loss, but only gain. 

Think, if you treat others with real friendliness, the boorish will 
follow suit and learn to be amiable. If you do business with perfect 

I. i.e. J the path through the field, f-^iitv. 
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fairness, the unjust will follow suit ^nd learn to act fairly. One 
man sets the tune, and a hundred catch it up;^ every village and 
hamlet will follow the good example : if the places near at hand are 
as they should be, the distant places also will be all right. At the 
outset it may be a little difficult, but ^s time goes on it will 
become easy. 

If everybody is honest, and manners and customs liberal, 
gratitude will thus be shown for the abundant kindness of the 
Emperor in repeatedly instructing you. 

1. t.e., the example of one affects all. 












•;a 



vi/l- ^ ''-^ ^ '. I :■'' y 



109 



10 



1 

am 






^ #/ # M,' ^1 ^ 6^. #o 

^ * /!> ^ 1i Ho -& ^ JB 

A. *. ^» ©. ^ -^ci |g m. % «, 

M ^ ^'i ^ ^o « 6^. ifc ^ 3KI 

^ iL -k m m K % m m. 

^ m, m "^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

* «s ir ^ ^. #1 l& fi^. A. 

, m m\ ^ ^ ^\ i^ m z- 

T J^J i? Ji ;^ - S5 

:!^ ifi: # ^o ^ 1> 1i ^ 

Chapter X. 
** Let tlie People attend to their Proper Callings, that they may 

have Settled Determination^ 




a 








'^ One's Proper Galling'^ defined* 

1. The meaning of the Emperor: (he) says: — 

The people produced by high heaven^ cannot be all alike. Some 
are intelligent, others are stupid; some are vigorous, others are 
weak, but to each and all, high heaven has given means of support. 
Consequently each one should, according to his position in life and 
capacity, seek an occupation and settle down to it. It may be to 
study, it may be farming, it may be learning a trade, or keeping H 
shop, or soldiering. To study and practice from childhood to man- 
hood, gradually renders each expert in his own sphere; he succeeds 
in life, and invariably becomes useful in the world. This is spoken 
of as " One's Proper Calling.'' ^ Is it not to everybody of the 
utmost iuiportance? 

1. ** Heaven" and ** high heaven " are used to express the idea of a Providcmoe 
which appoints men^s position in life, takes notice of their actions, and given jnat 
recompense to ail in this life. It is too impersonal to be translated "God,** but it is 
the nearest H()proach the Chinese have to it: cp. Luke xv. 18 ; Dan. iv. 26. 

2. PeU'ieh (^^ HI) ^^ root occupation " not in sense of ** fundamental/' or *^of 
primary importance " as in Chapter IV. 
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But whether a business is to be profitable or not, rests in your 
having determination : whether it is to be extensive, in your willingness 
to labour diligently. All the world over, those who have succeeded in life 
have, without exception, been hard workers, have laboured diligently. 

Description of Ne'er-do-wells. 

2. But there are a few classes of idle loafers. One class are 
loungers, not evil doers in any sense, only addicted to pleasure and 
fond of taking it easy : these inevitably develope into beggars. 

Another class are robbers and thieves. They only think about 
feasting and wearing fine clothes (the whole family are habituated 
to it) while all the time they have not a single means of support 
save thieving and robbery : these naturally are material for the 
(felon's) brand, and gallows^ birds. 

Another class are hangers on at law courts. They learn to 
write a few legal phrases and stir up the people to litigation; they 
planning (the case) and acting the part of witnesses in it. They are 
completely lost to shame, and only scheme to make money for 
present advantage. When their cup of iniquity is full, they will 
be punished themselves,* their descendants will go to rack and ruin, 
and become harlots and robbers. 

1. Cerrain criminals are hraiided on the cheeks: this is facetiously called (fhang- 
hua ( Jt i(E) ** tiie flowery leconipense." 

2. Lit., puffer sin, i.e., the consequences of it. 
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Another class are daylight robbers, 
gangs, and while still posing as good citizens do not mind their own 
business, but e^^ on others to fight. 'J hese manifestly have in store 
for them the ]>rison and the wooden collar. It is needless to say 
tliat these people who have no proper occupation, are thoroughly 
reprehensible. 

Persevertuu^e the Con// it ion of Shicceaa, 
3< Even scholars, farmers, labourers and merchants, although 
they all have their proper calling, yet after being at it a good while, 
they^ are apt then to take a dislike to it. Seeing others making 
money and enjoying themselves, their cupidity is at once excited, 
and giving up their own occupation, they make a fresh start and learn 
the trade of other folks. Or it may be they listen to peoples' 
specious representations, or they have a sudden run of bad hick. 
In a moment of indecision they throw up their proper calling, do 
what they ought not to do, think of what they should not, and at 
last after adopting all sorts of expe<lients end in complete failure. 
Is it not lamentable ? At the same time they lose sight of the &ct 
that a fortune may be made in any calling, no matter what- But if 

1. Tn (^\:) points out ilmt there arc ,NU/)ieat auy rate in every class who will be 
affected in ilitr wuy described. 
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peo^ile are lazy, even a goo.l business will decline; whereas if 
they are diligent, even a poor business will become prosperous. All 
that is needed is to set to work with a fixed resolve, and to use ones 
best eftbrts, not giving over till old age. In this way only is it 
possible to devote attention to one's proper calling. 

Application of this Principle to (a) Scholars. 

4u The Emperor is only desirous that your fortunes should pros- 
per, not that they should be adverse. You must all buckle to in 
good earnest. The scholar ? let him study in the spirit of the 
Ancient Worthies, and be an upright and honourable man. Let him 
study the Odes, and discourse of courteousness the livelong day. Let 
him not think only of obtaining his degree, but continue to study 
whether he obtain it or not. The Ancients well said : " The more 
I study the less I succeed : what have I to do with fate ? the less 
I succeed the more 1 study; what has fate to do with ine?" Thus 
giving the mind to the main thing, a scholar will without fail in 
private life be a graduate worthy of the name, and a useful 
mandarin when he obtains that position. 
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(h) Fanners. 
The farmer must plough and sow, and reap in good time, when 
the right season arrives. He must not be wasteful, but be absteiiii- 
o»is and frugal, even in good years. He must lay up a stock 
of grain beforehand and prepare for times of scarcity; pay up his 
taxes in good time, and so escape the vexation of the constables 
who would press for them. " Every inch of soil produces yellow 
gold? Do not neglect even a corner of your fields: in sowing, 
sow up to the very edge — never leave a scrap of work undone. 
This is what attention to one's proper calling involves in the case of 
the farmer. 

(c) Craftsmen, 

draftsmen must prepare materials in their proper season. 
Practise (your trade) day in and day out, striving to excel (all 
competitors). On no account practise double dealing, and cheiit 
customers. Whatever line of business one's ancestors have handed 
down; thnt their descendants should keep to; whatever they have 
I'earnt from boyhood to that they should adhere to the very end. 
'i'his is for craftsmen to give their attention to their proper bnainesa 

(d) Merchants. 

Merchants must ascertain the statu of the market. Buy cheap 
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and 8*jll dear; only be perfectly fair and square in your dealings. 
Let the goods be genuine and the prices true : do not cheat people. 
Attend to business whether profits are great or small. This is for 
fnerchunts to give attention to their proper business. 

(e) Soldiers, 

Soldiers, military affairs are your occupation. Be thoroughly 
Versed in firing, riding, archery and drill: keep perfect rank. If 
ordered to till the fields^ allotted to you, at once set to and dig in 
earnest; if told off to outpost duty, set to and patrol diligently; if 
commanded to protect the frontiers, put the main points threatened 
in thorough defence ; if called on to guard the Seas, at once thoroughly 
search into nautical matters.^ This is for soldiers to give proper 
attention to their business. 

(f) Coolies. 

Apart from these, there is also a class of poor people with na 
fields to cultivate, no capital to trade with, no skill in any of the 
different handicrafts; it is necessary for them to make a living as 
hired labourers, or burden bearers. Only let them be honest and 
diligent, not given to lying nor thieving, and they will oblarn a 
sufficiency df food and clothing. The proverb says, " Each blade of 

}'. These are fields allotted to military coIoiiiRts. 
2. Lit., tlio wiiid» and waves of the ooeair.s surfaco. 
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grass has its o^Yn dew bo ii<>nrisl> it/^^ Why are men uat contetil 
with their proper station in life ? 

Occupations of Women. 

5. Nat only men but women also have their pvoper occHpalions. 
Weave hemp, spin thread, work embroidery, ply the needle, weave 
damask gauze, and satin cloth: what need to long for the pearU, 
gems, gold and silver of others? Make a few shoes, stockings and 
garments— they too will exchange for money and grain. Only give 
yourself wholly to your proper business, and then you will not give 
way to foolish fancies.^ 

Results of Idleness, 

6. You see if ojie person in the world — whether male or feinale — ■ 
does not attend to his own business, but is dressy and gluttouoos^ 
lounging about and idling time away ; he forthwith proceeds to 
commit many unbecoming and unlawful deeds; and. is bound in the 
long run to become villainous and depraved, practising all sorts of 
evil, and offending against the laws of the land till hifi offence 
becomes unpardonable. Is it not pitiable ? 

Encoibvagevients to persevere, 

7. Observe! there is no business in the world in which it is 

1, j.e., nature provides enough for \\\\, 

% The hleu of Looking on woniau. as the equal and hejp-nieet of man has not 
yefc dawned on any of the "Lights of Asia.'' "(living honour .... as to the 
weaker vessel," (1 Peter iii. 7) is a distinctive rec][uirenient of the gospel. 
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easy to succeed, neither is tliere any in which sticcess is impossible. 
It only needs people to stick to it; none who do so but will succeed 
in life. The Ancients said, "Give time enough, and an iron rod will 
be ground into a needle; let there be determination, and a mountain 
may be bored through to the springs of the sea." See, is it not a 
difficult matter to grind a bar of iron into a needle, or to chisel 
through a mountain to the sea? But given sufficient time and 
determination, and it finally may be done. How much more will 
any one who goes to business with determination, and gives sufficient 
time to it (be certain to succeed) ? Nothing will be impossible (to him). 

Exhortations to persevere, and Advantages of so doing. 

8. Hence those who give attention to their proper business, 
must acquiesce in the appointment of Fate,^ and be settled in their 
delerniiuation. Do not do a little here and a little there, completing 
nothing.^ Do not be diligent one day and dilatory the next, 
beginning but never bringing to completion. Rather endure a little 
fag and toil, than simply scheme to take it easy and enjoy yourself; 
rather be a plain simple fellow than go in for mere outward show\ 
Notice scholars who maintain their literary reputation — ^it is a 

1. The CItiiiese are great, believers in fate. 'J'he iniug (ffn) refers to llie destiny, 
the Sin (VHi) to the various phases of it, which are said to alter every five years. 

2. Lit., east a head, west a head (niaUing) an incomplete sketch of the tiger. 

3. Lit., book fragrance. 
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source of endless enjoyment ; farmers who keep up their farms — the 
produce is inexhaustible. 

Let the artisans' wares be of superior quality. Let the 
calculations of the trader be properly made. Let the military service 
of the soldiers be superlatively good. Let each do his own duty; 
and each will make a fortune for himself. (Thus) the ancestors will 
have a good foundation, the descendants will have a good portion 
handed down to them, and will be without anxiety both as to food 
and expenditure. All will be in the hey-day of prosperity ; (living) 
in a region of bliss. Thus you will understand the kindness of Our 
Sacred Ancestor in instructing you ; and what the Emperor really 
expects from you. From henceforth let each family perpetually 
enjoy the great happiness of peace. 
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Chapter XI. 

*^ Instruct the Rising Generation, with a view to prevent 

Evil Doing" 



Need of inatructlng the Young. 

1. Hia Majesty** meaning : (he) says : — 

People as a rule have either sons or younger brothers. All 
these juveniles should be educated. Look at the regulations drawn 
up by the Monarchs of olden times. They ordained that some 
instructors should be appointed in every village and city; that the 
laws of the Government (should be) expounded on the first of each 
month,^ and that once a year the morals of the young^ should 
undergo examination. They also commanded that all youths who 
i?ent out soldiering, should study military science and know the 
Military Code.* The why and wherefore of these regulations no 

1. This custom hus fallen into disuse in most parts of the country. The 
expounding of t)ie Sacred Edict is kept up in some districts, and is spoken of as 
Idang Skeng-H (Ht^^)* This expression is also npplied to the work the Literary 
ChatKsellor {hshh t*ai Ift •^) performs daring the first day of his arrival to examine 
the students in a district. 

2. Tsi'ti ("^ f(i) **son8 and younger brothers." This is a general term for all 
tile younger memliers of the family, and is supposed to be used by the elder brother^ 
as head of the family. 

3. K*i'i ii^ ^) is the skill of an expert in any art or science ; ki-luk (IQ ^) a 
fixed system of written rules. 
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doubt is that mankind rely entirely upon their children to perpetuate 
their posterity. The prosperity or ruin of the family depends upon 
(the character of) the rising generation. 

Evils of Parental Indulgence. 

2. No\Y whosoever in the world is good, it is by education that 
he has become so; whosoever is evil, it is by the want of education 
thnt he has been ruined.^ Hence if people's youngsters don't 
follow the right, it is all the fault of you elders. AVhy do I say 
this ? l^ecause people as a general rule, from the age of five or six to 
that of twenty and over, have not lost their boyish dispositions. Their 
experience is gradually forming : it is indeed a critical perio<] ! But 
unfortunately your one idea is to pet them, and fondle them, and to 
give them everything for which they ask, for fear they should cry. 
(If any one) knows (their faults) and is vexed with them, you at 
once take up the cudgels on their behalf.* You dress them out in 
gay clothing that others may admire them, and pamper their 
appetites even at the expense of stinting your own. You screen 

1. Note the irlioni— butwiiich man ))orii, even if good till is teocliing perfected, etc. 

2. Lit., for tlieni strike, abuse, give vent to rage. 
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your children. If you see them curse or strike anybody, instead of 
rebuking them you commend them, and say they are of first-rate 
mettle, not afraid of any one. You are well aware tlie youngsters 
are in the wrong, but screen their shortcomings, saying, ** The 
children are only in fiin. What's the harm ? '* You know full well 
they meanly steal people's things, and yet you praise their smartness^ 
and call it beginning early to provide for the family. If others say 
your son is bad, you turn the tables and rebuke them. 

How to train the Young, 

. 3. Consider — what do children know about good and evil ? 
Th^y ate wholly dependent upon their elders to excite in them good 
affections, to check evil desires, to enlarge their capacities and 
judgment, and not to allow them to follow their own bent. Hence, 
Hble teachers will not allow their pupils to wear silks and satins, 
but only coarse cloth clothing; not merely by way of conserving 
theit bedt interests, but really^ from a dread lest by and by they 
become addicted to luxurious habits and ruinous expenditure.^ 

1. Cheng (jE.)=s*< speaking more exactly ; " i.e., pointing out the special way ih 
which their stock of happiness is likely to receive damage* 

2. Lit., afterward aesire sell-fiehl-selMand expenditure. Sih-fuh (fS JS) is the 
opposite of tkth'fitk (ff JB). A person is regarded as having so much preordained 
happiness or prosperity. He must be careful liow he draws upon it, us by extravag- 
aivee, etc., of he ^W ilse it up «nd cmns to poverty or to lin untimely end. The idea 
here is .that children should be brought up in keeping with their social positioh. 
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Don't go and thoughtlessly buy things for them to eat; nob 
only lest they grow dainty and in time to come lack food,* but also 
lest they fall ill by eating at unseasonable times. If you notice them 
abusing others, or fighting with (other) children, no matter whether 
they are in the wrong or not, before doing anything else give them 
a good beating; if you catch them lying, promptly rebuke them ; or 
if you see them taking a straw or a needle from somebody else, 
reprimand them severely. 

Constantly talk to them about duteousness and subordination^ 
honesty and sincerity. 

How the Young should behave to others. 

4. Teach them in their bearing toward father and mother, 
to show a heart full of love and a life of perfect propriety. In their 
bearing toward their elders, do not let them act pettishly, nor do 
as they like: in all they do, they must obtain permission,^ and not 
act on their own responsibility. 

Henceforward between husband and wife let there be maintained 
a proper respect. Familiarity or levity must not be tolerated. Each 
has a proper place in the home ; do not act disorderly without due 
decorum. 

In intercourse with friends outside let there be no double-dealing;' 

1. t.e., their dainty tastes will lead them to extravagance in eating, and 
consequent poverty. 

2. Ping (^) is used by inferiors or juniors in making request to those aiiove them. 

3. Lit., one is one, two is two. 
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do not lie and play the fool, freely exchanging hospitality while you 
have no coufideuce in one another.^ 

What is wanted, is that the rising generation should practise 
goodness, cherish right affections, clearly understand the relation- 
ships of life; have a proper sense of shame, learn to be diligent, 
frugal, and decorous. If they can be like this in very deed, they 
will be young men of the right material. What need is there to 
be anxious about the family property not increasing ? 

Importance of Early Training, 
5. Reflect — all you people, whether scholars, farmers, labourers, 
or merchants, have an occupation handed down in the family. The 
scholar wishes that his sons should succeed to his literary fame; 
the farmer that his should plough, weed, and reap ; the merchant 
that his should make profitable investments; the soldier that his in 
their successive generations should study the art of war. Seeing 
then that j'ou wish your sons to follow the same callings, and hand 
them down (unimpaired) in the family, if you do not educate them but 
suffer them to go to the bad, how can they possibly inherit your 
property? The proverb says, "The child is father to the man."* 
If they follow after the right in early years, it is as second nature to 

1. A tJthi ruh p*eng-iu (fg ^ ^ ;^) is one thut a perBon might invite to eat with 
him, but would not take into his confidence. Kan tan QffS) the ** liver and gaU" 
refert! to the intimacy and confidence that should exist Leiweeu bosom friends: the 
liver is looked on Jjy the Ciiinese. as the seat of the feelings : cp. Deuteronomy xiii. 6. 

2. Lit., The man is seen in the child ; *' io," lit., from. 
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them ; if yon do not teach them from childhood, the result is yoQ 
cannot control tliem when they are grown up. They will then act 
improperly, h.ing about on the loose, and either give themselves 
entirely to drunkenness and gambling, or associate with companieB 
of ne'er-do-wells/ and act without restraint. Though you have 
stored up^ abundant wealth, it will be insufficient to meet the 
expenses of their wasteful prodigality. 

And when it comes to law breaking — committing adultery, 
plundering, cheating — they meet with punishment Toa elders 
seeing your young folk meeting with so terrible a retribution, thm 
wish to spare them, and to save them, but are powerless to do either. 
Vexed and provoked to anger, although you feel remorse it is 
unavailing. Bow much better to have taught them earlier ? The 
Ancients said, " Stern fathers produce good sons." Take advantagje 
of the time when they are still young, and you not yet past your 
prime, and set to work at their education. If you wish to teach 
them to perform the duties of the family, first teach them to act as 
men; if you wish to teach them to be good men, first teach them to 
cherish right desires. (And to achieve this end) you must without 
fail thoroughly explain to them (the principles of) duteousness, 
subordination, industry, morality, and a sense of shame. 

1. Lit., a company of foxes and a parcel of dogs. 

2. Lit., 10,000 strings (of cash). 
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TAc Penalties of the Law to be taught to the Young. 

6. As to evil doing, you must also let them know that the law 
of the bnd will not forgive it on any account. Note what is record- 
ed in the Penal Code : — 

* The seditious and turbulent, together with the perverse and 
uftfiHaly shall be done to death by the slow process. Those who 
commit rape, shall be strangled; those who make an unsuccessful 
attempt to do so, shall be beaten a hundred heavy blows, and be 
transported 1,000 miles." 

''All who without occasion enter the house of another in the 
night, shall be beaten eighty heavy blows; or the master of the 
house may kill them at the time." 

'^ Those who t^ach either magical arts or heretical religions, who 
asserpble people together to burn incense, and under pretence of 
cultivating goodness, stir up and excite them — the chi^f shall be 
strangled, and his adherents beaten a hundred heavy blows each, 
and transported 1,000 miles." 

'^ Promoters of idolatrous processions shall be beaten a hundred 
heavy blows.'* 

"Those who defraud either the revenue or private individuals ; 
those who lay false claim ^ (to property); those who swindle others, 
and tho^e who abscond with other people's money or goods, shall 
all be punished as robbers and thieves/' 

1. li^c^Ubtoely recognise ; €,g,, eUiming any article picked up by another in the 
■tre«t. 
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" Receivers of large quantities of stolen property, slmll be 
sentenced to(inilitary convict labou}), with their sentence written on 

the wooden collar.'* -t-^-v^v-j. 

"All who falsely accuse law abiding people of being robbers, 
and those who keep stolen property on sale, shall be banished to 
penal servitude in military garrisons on the frontier." 

Teach them that all ^ illegal and injurious acts, such as 
kidnapping, purse cutting, package dropping,' assault and battery, 
and murder, trumping up false charges involving life, acting as 
go-between for bribery, encroaching on other people's land, opening 
gambling dens, exacting more ]:>rofit than the law allows' — are 
unseemly and immoral, — and will be punished according to the 
gravity of the offence: one crime endangers both life and property. 
Knowing the terrors of the law, to old age they will not violate it. 

Warning against Gambling. 
7. Men nowadays fall into no sins more easily^ than gambling 

1. Note the involved structure of tlii? sentence — chu . . • ih-tH*Uh . . . tih Hp 
all . . . acts, Q'Uy as (sucli as) . . , tu shi hn tHoh/eiuei, all ate uiiaeeuily aud iramornl, 
tu kiao la chitaOf all teach them to know ; *' let them know that all such acta as . . • are 
ilnseenily and immoral. 7'ih (AQ) makes the lonjc euumeratiuu betweeu ru ^jgjf) and 
si (^) luljectival : in colloquial tlio tih would follow the euumeration of each 
offence ; e.;/., in kuai reu-k^eo tih si, etc. 

2. This refers to a common triuk of sharpers. A packet is dropppe<l and picked 
up by some passer-by. He is then accused of abstracting certain valuable* from it, 
and usually made to pay something to get out of the difficulty. 

3. The le<;al rate is 2 per cent a month, and is the charge made by pawn-broken ; 
but it is generally exceeded iu most money lending transactions. 

4. Ha (^) and 7'oh (^) preceded by a negative indicate preference. In the 
above example gambling and thieving are said to be commonly preferred to other 
forms of siu. Tsui (^) must be understood after tih (d!))« 
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ani] stealing. Gambling in the first instance proceeds from a desire 
to win otlier people's wealth. At the sauje time (people) lose sight 
of the fact that (the issue of) games of chance may be^ computed to 
a nicety. Kotice that only those who have houses and lands bring 
themselves to poverty by their losses; and that empty handed ones 
never win a fortune. Think again : Suppose you try your luck ten 
times, and make five or six bits, you will still as sure as fate^ 
continue to gamble; but suppose in ten ventures you make seven 
or eight misses, how can you still think of gambling ? 

Besides, the whole family look to you for food and clothing. 
Inasmuch as you take to loafing and idleness, who have your parents 
and wife to depend on? Your wife will follow your example, and 
come to nogood ; and manj' a scandalous piece of business will be the 
outcome. When you become poor and wish to do farming you cannot 
stomach its toils; you wish to engage in trade but have no capital; 
and no other alternative is left but to swindle and steal. 

1. K'o-Hhi (nf J^) is n»e(l in abatement of an affirmation, *' well,'' *' but : " in 
many places it is pronounced k^th'sM. There is a touch of SHrcasm here — *' is it as 
certain you will win, as you think ? " Shn-iiuj (|§i jg) ** winning and losing "=xanjiMg. 
It will perhaps help the stndent to connect tik (6^) with t'itn and tneh, in the first 
clause, and with eh'ih aheo-k'ong k'Ueu in the second : iu t*^te» iu tsek tih; eh^ih sheo 
k^OHfj k Uen tih, etc. 

2. Kai (SS) is generally nsed for what is right or proper, but it is used coIIq. 
qnially as here to indicate what is destined or fated to be. If disaster overtake a 
man or he is killed by an aceident, t'a kaiiug (i|| ^^ ^) *'\t is his fate " is used : cp. 
hoh kM (-g" ^) ** it was his destiny." Note different uses of ch^nvg (Jgr)=ft place, 
and a lime. 
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Warning against Thievivg. 

8. Now you do not take into consideration, tliat to turn thief is 
to seek the road to death. It doesn't matter whether a man is k 
robber on a small or large scale, as soon aft he enters the gang he is 
dailj' in fear and trembling,^ lest his (crimes) should be brought to 
light : travelling or resting^ sitting or lying, he is ever on the Watch. 
When the authorities seize him, it is needless to say that his 
punishment is bitter. At length when he has brought ruin upon the 
family property, disgrace upon his ancestors and trouble upon his 
parents and brothers, bystanders will point to him and say, "This is 
the son of So-and-so, and to-day he has come to this pass ! " And 
this evil reputation will be unalterable in after generations. The 
proverb says, '* Don't look at a thief while he feeds, but while he 
suffers punishment''; and again, "Die of poverty but do uqt be a 
thief" — exactly the advice given above. 

An Example of Bad bringing up, 

9. Formerly there was a robl>er whose mother came to see 
him while on his way to the place of execution. He forthwith wished 
to suckle her breasts. His mother [)itying one so soon to die, gave him 
her breast to suck. The vobber exerted his strength and bit off the 
nipple, crying out savagely, " You have brought about my death, I 

1. Lit., he lifts his heart aud carries his gaU. 
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will bring abojit yoiu*s." The bystanders could say nothing. The 
robber said, "That I am condemned to die to-day, is entirely brought 
about by n^y mother. When I was a child and knew no better, if 
I stole a scrap of vegetable or fruit my mother was delighted ; 
if I stole a thread of silk or cotton she commended me, only saying 
• Well done.' She entirely neglected to warn me, (but) indulged me; 
(so that) to-day I must lose my head froui off me ^ ( an I help hat- 
ing her ? " Consider ! is not this an example of the retribution which 
awaits those who neglect to educate their children ? 

Wai'^iing against Undue Severity. 

10. Does not this line of thought- lead inevitably to the 
conclusion that children ought to be educated, and that strictly? 
But while tetiching them, do not be too impatient. If you are 
vexed with dull scholars,^ and are exacting every day, childreu 
cannot improve. Yon must gently coax them, and hedge them in, 
and they will then, without being aware of it, walk in the right path* 

Watniing against Evil Comj^anionships. 

11. Another point. If children associate with good and helpful 

1. Lit., body, head, uiiabl« to keep safe : cp. Genesis xl. 19. 

2. Lit., with tluB to reiiect ou, cliiUlren why nut Leach ; to tociph theu W'ijj 
not strictly. 

3. Lit., hAt« iron for not l>econiing steel. 
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friends, they will as a matter of course be good; if with the prodigal 
and vicious, they will naturally go to the bad. The proverb 8ajs» 
" Sweet musk imparts its fnigrance to a paper in which it is wrapped; 
and a mud turtle communicates its stench to the willow twigl'im 
through its body." ^ It is obvious that in the education of children, 
you must choose their companions. 

Need and Value of setting Children a good Example. 

12. A further remark. If you thus instruct the young folk, j'ou 
must in the first place follow the right yourselves. If elders in the 
ordinary course of things, are inclined to evil, though they daily 
talk to them abont the doctrines of the Ancient Worthies, the young 
people assuredly will not go by what they say. but by what they do. 
Hence the Ancients said, " You should leave a good example to your 
sons and grandsons." If the minds of the adnlts are daily bent on 
good motives and right conduct, the young folk already have a pattern 
to keep before their minds in each matter that arises. Elders should 
also at all times, in public and in private, unweariedly reiterate in their 
bearing the good deeds of noble characters in history, ancient and 
modern. Ifyour children daily see and hear nothing but what is good, 
1, Sxamplp in cMitagiouA. 
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they will both remember and comprehend without an effort. In course 
of time the inevitable result will be that their minds will be replete 
with liberal sentiments, and their deportment irreproachably correct. 
Inasmuch as your property being (in) safe (handsj,^ and the rising 
generation all men of worth — those who make progress in their studies 
will rise to office and become mandarins, bringing honour^ on their 
parents, reflecting credit on the fan)ily, and rendering after genera- 
tions illustrious. And can it be that the spectacle will give you 
seniors no pleasure ? 

Why even stupid youngsters — who make no progress with their 
studies, after receiving an education will remain content with their 
position, and will not draw down misfortune on themselves, or bring 
their parents into trouble. Nay, the whole community will speak 
well of them. And will not this be a source oi joy to the entire family ? 

The Trainmg of Girls. 

13. Even girls, must not be left without fl,n education. To-day 
they are your daughters, soon they will b-e somebody else's daughters- 
in-law. If they have not been properly educated^ as daughters, it 

1. The childieu being weU trained will not waste it. 

2. Titles of honour are frequently conferi^ed as rewards for flierit or service, 
Jl^eng C|;j)s=:4 reward bestowed upon a person's wife, parents or jt^rand parents whilst 
still living; tseng (Ki')=title given to his deceased progenitors See Mayer's Cliinese 
Government. 

3. Kiao teh tao (Ik # ft) cp. English, " up to the mark." 
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will be too late to learn when they hecome daughters-in-law. Hence 
you must guard them from their earliest years, and teach them to be 
agreeable, to be chaste, to do their duty by their fathers-in-law and 
mothers-in-law, and to obey their husbands. They must be taught to 
practise such things^ as how to spin and weave, and cook. Do not 
allow them on any account to become accustomed to idle habits, nor 
let them be adepts at beating and scolding the servants. If they are 
allowed to do as they please, they will become proud and lazy, able to 
speak sharply ; so that in days to come they will be viragos, tale- 
bearers, vixenish and obstreperous, defaming their fathers-in-law, and 
mothers-in-law, insulting their sisters-in-law, and imposing upon their 
husbands. Everybody will ridicule them as being unmannerly and 
ill-bred : will not this disgrace reach to the parents ? 

Benefits of training the Taxing. 

14. Hence- all, whether male or female, must be taught betimes. 
Besides, the children of to-day will in after life be full-grown, have 
sons and younger brothers of their own, and become seniors themselves. 
If they teach their young folk the things you have taught them, then 

1. Lni (fg) may he regarded as forming the plural when it follows certain 
hoUns, or, as here, a list of terms. 

2. Shi {^)=,hU (J^ J.:jI) hence. 
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every hoasehold will have proper manners, everybody without 
exception, will be on the best of terms. This is all that is required to 
bring about a peaceful state of things in all the Empire. 

Observe! if you know how to teach, even village children may 
bring glory to their ancestors: whereas if you do not, then even the 
sons of noblemen will bring disgrace and ruin on the family. The 
logical conclusion is that to thus educate from childhood is a matter 
of the utmost moment. AH give diligent heed ! 
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Chapter XII. 
*' Prevent False Accusations, and so shield the Law-abiding" 



Object of establishing Law Courts. 

1. The meaning of the Emperor: (he) says: — 

The government established courts of law in the first instance, 
to punish evil doers, and to warn the unconscionable; that they. 
might change their evil courses and reform ; and not — surelj' — that, 
instead of this a set of rogues should accuse and injure worthy and 
law abiding people. 

All who really have suffered some grave injustice, cannot in all 
reason be expected to put up with it;, they have no alternative but 
to take the case before the official and beg him to give a clear 
decision. Hence it is inevitable that there should be pleas and 
counter pleas : this of course is done from necessity. 

Professional Litigants. 

2. But there is a set of unscrupulous characters, who through 
long experience are good at law suits: they are one mass of dark 
schemes and fiendish devices. Whenever they open their mouths 
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they say, "An accusation is not complete without a lalsehood." 
They secretly plot against others, weave false matters into (the 
semblance of) actual facts, and make mountains out of molehills'* 
If they are at ennn'ty with a person, they lay plans to be revenged. 
They break the law themselves and foist it on to others; black they 
make out to be white; a bad case they by foul means make into 
a good one ; feign to appeal to heaven and earth to shew the 
supernatural efficacy of their skill.^ A case of suicide they persist 
in declaring to be one of death by violence: if their valuation of 
land is not accepted, they forthwith say it was seized by force ; a 
quarrel over some debt they state to be a case of robbery with 
violence. 

Cases already decided, they wish to have re-tried, urging that 
the judge was bamboozled by extortionate underlings. If a widow 
accuse her brothers-in-law, they insist it is a case of compelling a 
chaste woman to marry (again).^ In a case (involving) husband, 
father, (wife) and child, they wilfully bring forward the names of 
the woman and child only.* They have all sorts of piteous and 

1. Lit., a small theme frame (into) a great theme. 

2. Lit., gods-going-ont-devils-coming-in skill. 

3. Widows who do not remarry, or girls wiio after the death of their betrothed 
do not marry again, are said to sheo-taieh (^ gjt) ** preserve chastity ;" if tliey marry 
they are said to shih-tsieh (^ |iH) ** lose chastity." Pressure is sometimes brought 
to. bear on a widow to induce ber to n)Hny, with a view to obtain possession of her 
property. 

4. This ia done in order to screen the real offenders ; the pnnishment inflicted 
on women and children being much lighter tlum that inflicted on men. 
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grievous complaints;^ their sole anxiety is lest the judge Hhould 
disallow the case; they have no fear as to the ultimate verdict. 

Pettifogging Attorneys, 

3. There is another class of loungers and lazy-bodics, who 
make a trade of drawing up indictments, and look on going to law 
as tine sport. They set to work with their pen, in the hope people 
will be caught in their net; - and excite to quarrel, simply with a 
view to making a little money out of it. 

If some i)altry matter arise among country folk, they incite 
them to bring an action at law. They arrange with the chief 
underlings and clerks to combine to swindle people out of their 
money. Whether the cjise comes to a hearing, or is settled out of 
court, they get their commission- If the case is decided and luckily 
(their client) gains the day. both plaintiff and defendant suffer loss, 
while they on the other hand make money out of it. And not 
content with that, they still demand their fees, and expect their 
client to be grateful^ to them, saying they are smart hands.^ If 
(their client) Lose the day, they stand by and see him beaten and 
suffer indignity, while they escape scot free.* 

1. Uei- W'i k'u u (^KLt^ -}f{ In) '* (laii^erotiH phrases and l»it.ter words." These 
are tiie complaints or ciiargeH written uti the ch'eiig-tsi (^ ^) or for-uis ou which 
char^^es are made out. An action at law cannot proceed unless a statement of the 
case is first presented to the official; if he allow it (o/tue/i ){|), it luay proceed ; if 
otherwise, it may be po^ttponed indefinitely. 

2. Loufj ClSk) u ca^e, loh (|^) a net ; used of duping others ; cp. Psalm z. 9. 

3. Lit , demand thanks. The Chinese idea of ** thanks " generally iuolude* 
something muie than verbal expression. 

4. i.€., their skill brought the matter to a satisfactory couclusion* 

5. Lit., but they h.ive uo matter (as light as) a hair. 
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Folly of screening such Men from Justice. 

4. Everybody in tlic country dreads mtjn of this sort, aud styles 
them " Masters of Litigation." And yet, if the magistrate begins 
thoroughly to investigate as to the writer of the indictment, these 
imbecile people still shield- them, and provokiugly refuse to betray 
them, merely saying, " It is an indictment drawn up by some 
strolling fortune teller, or physiognomist, or travelling doctor." 
They hoax you into deep waters, ruin your family, waste your 
money, flog you,^ and still you shield them! Say yourself, isn't 
this idiotic ? 

Hartn done by their Intrigues, 

5. It is just because of there being this class of pettifogging 
villains, and because yamen underlings from the highest to the 
lowest make common cause and act in concert with them, becoming 
their accomplices as prosecutors and witnesses, stopping short at 
nothing— that the mandarin not unfrequently becomes their dupe and 
gives a wrong decision against innocent persons, or flogs or tortures 
them ; and they not being able to endure the punishment, give way 
to reckless self-incrimination. ^ 

1. They are said to do what they cause others to snfTcr. 

2. Lil., the faithful mouth wildly uoufessea ; i.e., the agouy makes an innocent 
man confess to guilt in order to obtain relief. It in a common thing for nitigistratei 
to extort evidence by torture. 
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Now altlioiigh in cas^* of false acciis:ition of this kind, it will not 
do to say thtr wrong cannoi come to light; supposing it does come 
to light, still you suffer both vexation and loss. The latter may 
be trifling so far as ic results in hindrance to your private afinirs; 
but 
estate. 

lamentable. Don't you think^ these petti foggii 
them, are most hateful -? 



ue iriijiijg &u lar as il lesuiis iii ninniTince [o your privnie anairs ; 
but very serious when it amounts to reckless waste of the family 
estate. That law abiiling people shonld be falsel}' accused is tnily 
lamentable. Don't you think^ these petti fo^ofinsT villains who harm 



Pemd Enactments against False Accusers. 

6. Hence our Sacred A ncestor the Benevolent Emperor reniem* 
beringyou in pity, decided to remove these malpractices; and in the 
Statute Book purposely fi.^ed the penalty of false accusers to be 
threefold that (due to the crime) they charge<l others with.* 
Whoever falsely accuses another of a capital offence — if the sentence, 
whethc'r it be strangling or decapitation, has been executed — must 
suffer death himself b}' the same punishment :^ if the execution has 
not yet taken place he must stiil be condemned to receive a hundred 
heavy blows, to be transported 3,0^0 miles, and in addition^ do 

1. A'*a» (5) '^ft*^"='* to think, reganl.*' 

2. Lit., deciilcd faiseiy-accuse-aiUI-ihiee-vlegrees-of sentence. 

3. Lit., return and sit : i.e., the evil he intenJed to inflict on others comot 
npon himself ; ep. **onis-s come h«me to roost." See Fi-ilm vi\, 13, 16 ; Dnniel vi, 
-■*• / (JbJL) f«»ri"W«* niiuy vi'ii»< aigiiifvin^ Ut uoouse. )>iinish, l>o j;nUty «»f, eto., to 
intrndnoc the I'bjtct of the Vf rb : M t-:<^ lu recon)pi'i>4c, i with, denoting oliject of 
/'.tn-tsO; ii dtMlh : "to lie punifhr?-! bv Mt»nth " 
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bondservice for three years. The enactment states it with extreme 
clearness. 

But these fellows are very bold and audacious. Because their 
heart is set on money, the}' covet profit and forget the evil (they 
inflict on others). Moreover, they are of a crafty, scurvy disposition. 
They hoodwink the officials, and covertly injure others, just saying, 
" It does not injure us, (Avho) knows how to expose the hollowness 
of a false indictment?" But when they come across a sagacious 
official, who will ferret out the actual facts of the case, and set the 
law in motion, they who have falsely accused others of capital 
offences will theujselves suffer death; those who accused others of 
crimes punishable by military servitude or transportation, will 
themselves receive the same punishment. If (some) instigator of 
the suits is discovered on investigation, he is bound to receive 
torture by squeezing and flogging as his present emolument; and 
penal servitude and transportation will be his finale. Even if he 
escapes this time, he is certain to reach this stage in the long run. 
His wife, daughters and descendants, will all have a hard time of it 
(in order to) pay back his former evil debts. The crimes he accused 
others of without evidence, recoil upon his own head. Now where 
is (his) advantage ? 
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AQicient Examples of Forbearance, 

7. Among the Ancients there was a certain Linkuaiv* He was 
out riding in his ox cart, and met a man on the road who said he 
had stolen his ox; and in the end led off JAuhiiarCa o^a, LiukuLan 
giving it him Avithout any altercation. Afterward, the claimant of 
the ox found his own, and returned Lutkiians, who consoled him 
instead of contending with him in anywise. 

Again ; there was one Kuehf an. He had reaped his grain, and 
w^as drying it on the raised footpath that divided the fields, when it 
was all carried off hy a neighbour whose fields adjoined his own. 
He did not wrangle over it in the least. Later on, this neighbour 
found out he had taken the wrong grain, and came repeatedly and 
apologised for his fault; but Kuehfan did not in any way run 
counter to him. Men of this sort are most excellent.; it will be a 
good thing for you all to imitate them. 

How to prevent Litigation. 

8. Think again, why does the Sacred Edict not say, " Prohibit 
false accusations" instead of ''Prevent false accusations?** The 
general meaning may be said to be, that it is better to educate you 
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to a right sense of things, so that you will desist yourselves, than to 
prohibit you by punishment. There are a vast number of people in 
the world who make up false charges, whom the mandarin ordinarily 
neither sees nor hears; (and as) he cannot lay hands at once on the 
right man, where then will he begin to interdict ? You people Avho 
live together in country places are well known to each other.^ Now, 
since you are all either friends or relatives, if certain among you are 
bent on falsely accusing others, all of you search out the cause that 
originated the rupture, and find out by investigation the set of villains 
(who are at the bottom of it). It may be they have gone to law in a 
sudden fit of temper, without any previous intention of doing so ; 
then gently reason with them. It they are bent on injuring others, 
give them a severe talking to, and scare them a bit. Say, " Respect- 
able people as a rule mind their own business. If you get others 
into a scrape by statements that have not the shadow of foundation,^ 
don't say, ' Heaven knows nothing about it,' (as) some fine day the 
sin will come home to roost, and you will injure yourself instead of 
othera Why go out of the way for this? " The false accuser, though 



1. Lit., who does not know who ? 

2. Lit., without shadow or form. 
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he quibbles^ and jirevaricates, seeing that you are impartial and 
>vill not abandon your point, will be afraid, and not dare to go to 
law. Jie will weigh (your arguments) in his mind, and not being able 
to get over (them), will not have the hardihood to bring forward the 
accusation. From henceforth he will repent of all those courses of 
conduct that grievously injured inoffensive people: (they) will 
consume and melt away like ice and fog do when the sun appears. 

Concluding Remarks. 

9. If the soldier and the civilian alike refrain from accusing 
their fellows and from accusing one another, the law abiding 
members of both classes will be shielded from all evil. Don*t 
become a frequenter of the law courts; it is a line of things in which 
whether j^ou are plaintiff or defendant you are sure to suffer loss. 

If (these) reforms are long practised, not a single litigant will 
be found in the whole Empire. Won't this be splendid ! AU you 
soldiers and people obey and conform to these words, and all will 
be well. 



1. Lit., forces words and roba reason ; cp. na shi k^iang pien {^ 
'* that is speoiul pleading.*' 
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Chapter XIII. 

** Prohibit glvit^g Shelter to Deserters, in order to prevent others 

from sharing their Fate." 



Duties of Bannermen, 

1. The Emperor's meaning: (he) says: — 

The people in the Empire are 'exceedingly numerous; and ab 
the present time we cherish you all. The whole Empire is like one 
family:^ all the people are one body politic, and whether they be 
dwellers in the Metropolis, or in the Provinces, Bannermen^ or 
common people (Chinese), are treated exactly alike. 

But in the beginning^ tiie State instituted the arrangement, that 
those serving under the Eight Banners* in the Metropolis, should 
protect it, while those in the Provinces formed garrisons^ in each 

1. The family is the ideal form of Chinese government. The Emperor is tiie 
fiither, and wields a sort of patriarchal despotism ; while ihe officials are called 
'^parental rulers" /u-muknati (^ {^ 'j^), 

2. K'i'hva (iX T) ^^ hH-rtn (JH A) *' Bannermen," include Manchua, Mongols, 
and descendants of those Chinese wiio sided with the conquering invaders iu early 
days : these are called hau I'iiin {^ ^). 

3. The Manchus obtained possession of the country in 1644, establishing 
themselves under the title of the Pure Dynasty lYing Ch'ao (^ |Q). 

4. The Puh k'i (yV JX} ^^^ ^^'^ divisions of the Manchu army. Tlie Banners 
are distiu^uished by colours, and further divided into two classes, called the Three 
Superior Banners, and the Five Inferior Banners respectively. See Mayer's Chinese 
Government. 

6. Chii-fanri (H |}$) are the Manchu garrisons outside Peking. Some are 
stationed in 25 cities in ('hihii, gnanliiig the H|»i)roncliea to the capital, others are in 
charge of the Imperial tombs, and others form garrisons ut various important places 
iu the provinces; e.r/., Nanking. 
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province, (I^annerinen) are widely different from the ordinary 
people, and should therefore attend to the duties (involved in) being 
under the flag. 

Cautions o^gainst harbouring Deserters. 

2. Sliould they not obej' orders, but secretly make off to another 
district, they are deserters : this the hiw strinj^ently interdicts. 
Wheresoever there come deserters, and soldiers and civilians do not 
ferret thoin out, but dare to receive and shelter them; all alike will 
be sentenced to punishnient. 

There are only two causes why people harbour deserters. The 
one is, you are deceived by their specious and flowery language, which 
conceals the real facts of the case, and give them a lodging, inno* 
cently taking them to be honest fellows. The other is, you covet 
their money, and knowing full Avell that they are deserters, still, say, 
" What does it matter: let them stay a few days V 

Penalties attached to harbouring Deserters, 

3. Now you fail to bear in mind that all Bannermen have chiefs. 
The difference in rank between chief and bondservant^ is very con- 
siderable : deserters who turn their backs on their masters, are 
persons who wilfully violate such distinctions. 

1. Xu-ta'ai (Jjt "^^ was formerly used for thoae bought with money. Manchus 
alone use it when addressing the throne; Chinese statesmen styling themselves 
ck*eu £. 

144 



13 



IB. 




19^ P. ff $» iSCi 



IB 
P 




ffe 




















i£ 




^ 



m 



A 
Ml 



is 

T S 



T 







% 



A. 

1% 

^1 






± 

«9C 




it 





il5 

WE 






K 







K 





m # 



A 



Those who harbour runaways, instead of being afraid of the 
Jaw, actually protect these unpatriotic fellows; and they having those 
who will harbour them, as a matter of course desert in larger 
oombers. How can this be forgiven? Hence in the 5th year of 
Shuen^cMy^ it was enacted "That those who harbour deserters should 
be sentenced to decapitation, and that their property should be 
confiscated: that the neighbours on either, side^ should be trans- 
ported to the frontier as military convicts, and that if one family 
were guilty, ten families should be charged with complicity." In the 
15th year of Kanghsi a fresh enactment was made, viz., "All who 
harbour deserters shall be transported, and the heads of the neigh- 
bouring ten houses on each side,^ shall be beaten and transported." 

All thifil means that our Sacred Ancestor, the Benevolent Emperor, 
thought with pity of the masses, and changed heavy punishments into 

1. He was the first emperor of tlie present dynasty, ascending the throne in A. 
D. ]644, and reigned 18 yeurs. 

2. In China every man is snpposed to be his brother's keeper. If a man goes 
wrong and gets into trouble, his neighbours are held responsible for not having set 
him a good example and made him a better man ! Hence a man is usually particular 
about a new neighbour. 

3. Nominally a small official or ^* elder" has charge of ten houses, and a higher 
official charge of a hundred. For the system of ^^Tithings *' see chapter 15. 
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light ones; while from time to time he graciously conferred on one 
and all — deserters and accomplices alike — a free pardon. 

It was doubtless to induce you to be faithful in the discharge of 
your duties, and not to commit these malpractices, that the Emperor 
was thus lenient. (May) you one and all be glad, and rejoice to* 
gether in the happiness of peace. 

Warning not to abuse the Imperial Clemency. 

4. All you soldiers and people be extremely careful and waltchful, 
not to associate with idle vagrants having no means of support. 
Eschew all evil and dangerous courses of conduct; do not commit 
great transgressions in order to gratify the object of your illicit 
affections; do not hanker after petty gains, and forget (the risk 
involved to)youi'selves and families. 

If you really do keep the law, every family will be prosperous 
and peaceful ; everybody will be free from trouble; no underlings will 
come and annoy you — even your fowls and dogs will be unmolested; 
and the Government will not need to inflict any punishment. 

But if you, seeing how indulgent the law is, still go on in your 
old ways, harbouring deserters for the sake of gain — this is breaking 
the law ; how can it be forgiven ? Besides, deserters are naturally evil, 
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and have no regular occupation; the consequence is, the elder ones 
take to thieving^ the younger ones to gambling. Both are offences 
against the law. Once found out, do you think that the deserters 
having transgressed, those who harbour them will be able to escape ? 
of course they also are punished. 

Exhortation to keep clear of Law Breakers. 

5. Ancient writings say, "If a person associate with evil doers, 

he suffers a good deal of harm in consequence." Again, in former 

days a certain Yen P^ing^chong also said, ** If a person wants to escape 

being involved in trouble in this world, then he must even in the 

matter of a dwelling place select good neighbours." It is manifest 

that the misdeeds of deserters involve the people. Fathers must 

teach their children; elder brothers their young brothers; heads of 

soldiery the soldiers under them ; village elders the people in the 
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different neighbourhoods — one and all to conform to the instiructions 
of his Highness our Sacred Ancestor, and give evil people a wide 
berth. Thus undisturbed quietness will become universal, manners 
will all improve, and no one will suflfer for complicity with evil. 
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Chapter XIV. 
" Pay Taxes, and so avoid being pressed for Payment^ 



Object of levying Taxes, 

1. The meaning of the Emperor: (he) says : — 

There has been arable land from time immemorial, and taxation 
in consequence. Taxes are of extreme importance : — the State 
depends on them to meet all its expenses : in the nature of the case 
they should be collected by the State from the people, and rendered 
by the people to the State. In all history, which Dynasty has not 
thus levied them ? Besides, the fact is, these taxes are not for the 
private uses of the Government, but are used for you people. For 
example, they are used to sustain the numerous ofScials, that they 
may look after you ; and to support numerous troops that they may 
protect you. With regard to^ the purchase of grain, and storing it 

1. A*»A (S)=" and " in connecting the names of things and inferiors; but is 
often used t(»=^* in reference to, concerning" etc., it is sometimes fuUowt'J by ii (J^^* 
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in granaries, this also is simply for fear of years of famine, ihat yau 
roay be relieved. And not to stop with mentioning this, there are 
cities, canals, embankments,boats, and granaries to be built and kepi 
in repair — uses without number; all beyond question simply applying 
your taxes to promote your interests : never has the State oppressed 
the people for its oAvn gratification. 

Reasonableness of the Amount levied. 

2. From the establishment of Our Dynasty, there ha9 been a 
fixed amount of taxes to be rendered. Those who ezaet over and 
above the fixed amount, and those who, acting in another's name, 
serve their own ends, shall one and all be got rid of: not a thread 
or a hair too much is to be collected from you. 

Id addition, the taxes remitted in various plac^, amount eaeh 
time to not far short of several million taels : who in the Empire has 
not been a recipient of this favour ? Now, since the State unques- 
tionably takes special care of you, you must reeiprocate : it is your 
bounden duty to look on the business of the State as far mpre pressii^ 
than your own. You should all, soldiers and people, be aware of this 
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consideration Let none neglect their proper callings thix)ugh inordi- 
nate love of ease, nor spend money to no profit through love of show. 

Pro^npt Payment of Tuxes necessary^ 

3. With regard to the (proper) times for paying taxes — do not 
delay on piir{)ose, making excuses each time ;^ thinking the Govern- 
ment will graciously remit them (altogether). By all means go 
and pay your taxes yourself; don't commission somebody else to take 
them when h« goes or yiui will fall into the snares by which sharpers 
fleece people. Just pay up at the apjwinted time, lest underlings 
come and make no end of a fuss at your door. If the proper taxes 
are all paid up, the surplus will purchase some token of respect for 
your seniors, or marriage outfit for your chiidi-en; as to ordinary 
and holidny expenses, (these) may be gone over at your leisure. 
To put it briefly : — if no one of you owes taxes, the officials will not 
come to enquire after you, nor the underlings to search for you. 
You will be able to dwell together with your wife and family in peace 
and safety, without the slightest annoyance. How delightful! 

1 It is a common lliiiig for tax payers to ask for uu exUnsioa of time ; such 
exteasioii is called ih hsien (— pji) ^' a limit.^' 
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Excuses for Delay. 

4. You are perhaps uiia\\'are that taxation is an important matter, 
and that it is difficult to relax the laws of the Government (on the 
subject); or it may be you depend on your status, or that you serve 
2)S au underling in a law court, and consequently intend to resist 
payment of the land tax ; or else it may not be convenient to pay at 
the time and you are unwilling to devise some means of raising funds. 
You merely say, "An extension of time is time gained, the delay of a 
term is a term to the good." And again, " The prospect of gathering 
in the harvest^ is uncertain. Some iiue morning, in all probability,' 
the official will notify ^the Government) of a failure in the crops, and 
obtain remission of from ten to twenty percent, on the taxes. Jf 
I (have already paid) shall I not (in such case) be a loser? Besides, 
I have a few loads of grain, which I am loth to part with at a low 
price, 1 will wait till the market rate is higher before I sell." 

Inconveniences of Belay. 

5. Now you are unaware that officials have a definite period for 
laying before the Throne a memorial of outlay .• If you overstep 
the tixed time and do not pay up, the official, having regard to the 

1. In many parts tlie harvest is spuken of as iiien ch^ewj (^ jJQ. 

2. Uan ih (Ji, — ) 10.000 tn l;=a moral uertainty. 

3. Till!) is lioiie yearly l>y the Provincial Authorities. A statemeDt of receipts 
and expenditure is .^iibmitteil annually by the Provincial Authorities ; uud avcoidiug 
tu the statements of the Chinese, it is generally made a meaus of gain. 
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settlement between himself and his superiors.^ cannot but make strict 
requisibion and punish the underlings for neglect of duty.- 'Jhe 
underlings who press for pa3^ment of taxes, being beaten by the 
official, cannot but come and row you, and want this, that, and the 
other. If you reckon up the odds and ends of expenses, such as food, 
wine, arid gratuities to the underlings, it is much more than the 
amount of tax you should have paid. If you delayed and after all 
they did not demand it, well and good; but in the end, as before, 
there is still no escaping the legitimate items of taxation. Why are 
you so fond of deferring payment ? Give it a little consideration. 
How can it be as good to have to give this mone}' to the underlings 
to defray their outlay, as to pay up the legitimate items of taxation 
(in the first instance) ? It is far better to be a law-abiding, good 
citizen, than to be a perverse fellow who resists the payment of taxes. 
No matter if you are stupid, you should all awake to a sense of duty. 
AVhy do you want to defer payment ? 

1. The k'aoc/teiuj (:$ ffQ is the sum due acisordiug to the harvest. The local 
official notifies his supeiior what sort of harvest has been reaped in his tlistiict. ; in 
rice producing districts this is done after the first crop of rice dao lao (ijp. f@) is 
reaped. The amount of money or grain due according to the report is the k'ao-rJi'enfj, 
It is also applied to tiie period within which a subordinate lias to give in his report 
to his superior ; and to tlie report ilself. 

2. Taxes are collected in the Spring and Autumn. The collectors are held 
responsible for the amounts due, and beaten if they are not forthcoming. 
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Ingratitude of Belay. 

6. Besides, the upper anil lower classes form one body. The 
governing chisses are in sympathy with the people; the governed 
should also have regcird to the difficulties of the Government. Just 
think, all the constant anxiety of the Government is on your account. 
Are there floods? the Government must set to work and build dykes. 
Is there drought ? (the officialsV niust go (to the temples) and pray for 
rain. Are there locusts ? they must stamp them out. If these things 
do not become (public) calamities, all of you reap the benefit; if they 
do, you both want a remission of taxes, and a general distribution- of 
relief. That the (jovernmont should thus act for you, and you still 
be behindhand with your taxes and hinder the affairs of the State ! 
Examine yourselves — how can you do it in all conscience? 

Take for instance a son living with his parents. The parents 
with infinite pains scrape a little property together, in which you (the 
sons) all share. Now if you are to fulfil the obligations of sons, you 
ought so to submit to toil, and minister to their support, that they 
may for a short season have their wants (fully) gratified. If the 
parents fondly love their sons, with a tenderness deep as the sea, and 

1. In tlie event of ilroughb, the otiicials are expected to go Co the temples uuil 
pray for rain ; t.lie common notion being, that the prayers of those in authority havo 
more weiglii with the ^'oHs than thoKe of the people. In times of great drought or 
flood, tho officials dare not bnt go and pray in the temples. 

2. Lit., want relief (by) houses and mcnths. 
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the sons only attend to hoarding up for their private use, utterly 
indifferent as to whether any of the needs of the parents are supplied 
or not — they are just beasts, not men in any sense. 

Advantages of Provipt PayynenL 

7. You people and soldiers should on the one hand consider the 
manifold expenses of the State, and on the other hand regard the 
importance of your personal interests, and pay taxes in good time. 
In public you will have the reputation of being zealous for the 
common good, and at home, the comfort of peace and quietness. The 
officials will not trouble you, nor their subordinates annoy you. How 
delicious ! Let your mind dwell on it at all times: it will be well for 
all of you to reciprocate the kindness of the Emperor. 
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Chapter XV. 
** Unite the Tithings in order to aivppreas Crime,*' 



ft 

Removal of Criminals essential to Peace and Quiet. 

1. The meaning of the Emperor: (he) says: — 

From time immemorial the entire removal of criminals has been 
essential, tluit the people may be in peace and quietness. Should 
there be robbers and thieves they must forthwith be apprehended; 
if there are none, preventive measures must be taken, they must be 
guarded against beforehand. Hence he who apprehends a thief is 
rewarded, he who lets one go is punished ; the official who does nob 
notify there are criminals (in his district) is visited for delinquency; 
if he exceed the time set for their apprehension he is degraded.^ 

The Tithinii System is the Best Means to this End. 

2. If it be asked, what is a good plan for doing away with 
thieves? beyond question there is notliing more admirable than the 
Tithing System.^ What is the Tithing System ? Ten Wards are 
reckoned to make one Tithing; a Tithing appoints a Headman,* and 

1. ChUt/en (jf^ ^) is the piiuishnient of officials for errors in adininistratiou : 
Wan-fah (^ §^) would nob necessarily mean removal from office in such a case as 
that referred to above, but would probably mean the loss if so many nmrks, I'ifi C0) 
granted to Ciiinese officials for good conduct, and allowed to count as a set off in 
case of subsequent faults. 

2. All Chinese cities are divided into wards hiah (fp) or tiain (gj). Over them 
all is an officer who presides over the pao-kiah kuh (^ ^i ^) or Tithing Office. 

3. Also called ti-pao (t-|6 Cft) i" many places. 
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draws up a register for mutual espionage and warning.^ If one 
family loses anything, (the remaining) nine are all implicated. This 
is the regulation for (ensuring) mutual help and protection. 

Reasons for Failure of the Tithing System. 
3. But it is to be feared that this system through lapse of time 
inevitiibly becomes a mere matter of form. The officials just look 
through tlie household registers, and the people merely hang up 
their door tablets ; and as to the plan of uniting the countryside to 
search out criminals— we certainly have not seen it carried out with 
an honest purpose: the result is. that such things as holding illicit 
intercourse with villains, and harbouring bad characters are prac- 
tised wholesale. For example, at the present time you know perfectly 
well that a certain person among your neighbours is a thief, but you 
are unwilling to give information to the -authorities. What is the 
reason of this ? Speaking generally it lies in (one of) four things. 

(a) Dishonesty of Local Officials, 
The first is — that the local officials in the ordinary course of 
things do not honestly act in the interests of the people; but only 
attend to their own reputation. The thing they most dread is that 

I. Thu operation of this system has largely helped to suppress crime. It also 
renders the settlement of foreigners in Chinese cities very ditiScult, each one being 
held aceonntahle for the action of his neiglihoiirs. Every householder is furnished 
with an official paper called a 97te7t-^)a< (^^ ){f) on M'hioh is written the number of 
persons in the house, wiili sundry particuhirs us to sex, etc. This is supposed to be 
suspended or posted at the front door. 

157 



5 



1 




Wt 



M 






^ 



Pi: 






m 





"W 

^ 

'i:> 



t^ 







A 







TC 





n 




4431 




T 



To 

b 




a 



K 



it. 

in 

/Ftl : 



#. B# 



Ihii 



^5 



•1. 





T< 









^JCl 



f5i 

T 











tfB': 






#. n. fL, 







ffi 



1^ 



6^» 



m 




isL 



v^ 


m 


^ 


M 


m 


T. 


=8= 


M 


JK. 


m 



T * 

T ^ 

1; 







^. 














»v 




tt 



^ 

T- 



(a statement concerning) criminals will bring them into trouble 
through the official report.^ If the owner ot lost property gives 
information concerning a daring robber, or a petty thief, the 
official, instead of apprehending the rogue, first examines the owner 
of the lost property till he is thoroughly confused; and although he 
apprehends the thief and recovers the booty, at the same time he 
worries the owner to death. Therefore those who have lost property 
do not dare to give information, but are grieved in spirit, like a 
dumb man eating a bitter melon. 

Think of it: if the owners of lost property do not dare to give 
information, the thieves are delighted to pursue their calling; it is 
in fact as though the officials protected them. They accordingly 
dwell among the neighbours on every side, and steal whenever they 
get the chance. (The neighbours say,) " All we can do is to be each 
on our guard against them, so as not to be robbed. If we let the 
officials know, they will not bring them to trial promptly and punish 
them ; but we on ihe other hand shall contract their ill-will; with the 
result that the officials take a guarantee, and are content with preparing 
and forwarding a misleading document, which merely states that our' 
tithing is absolutely free from criminals— and so the matter will drop/' 

1. Tlie official is held responpible for the conduct of the people under him. A 
succession of offnnces in one disliicL will cause his removal from office. 

2. Pen (7^) is used in official despatches and proclamations in lien of the 
writer's name. It is frequently followed by his titles. See Mayers* Chinese 
Government, Second Edition. 
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(b) Venality of Constables, 



The second reason is, that the constables receive bribes and let 
the culprit off for a monetary consideration.^ There has never at 
any time been a thief who was not in league with underlings and 
constables. 

Whenever a person is robbed and notifies the official, he sends 
a constable to apprehend the thief. The constable's first step is to 
extort travelling expenses from the owner of the lost property, after 
doing that he goes to enquire about the thief. If the thief, when 
caught, gives the constable a bribe to shift the crime to some one else, 
he will liberate him and let him get out of the way. In the next 
place he comes to the official and implores him to extend the limit 
of time allowed a few days,^ in order to test whether the mandarin 
regards the case as a pressing one or not. Does he regard it as of 
no moment? the constable does not put himself ;ibout to ask repeat- 
edly for an extension of time, but merely says he cannot find the 
thief, and so the mattter ends. Does the mandarin press him hard ? 
if he does not make a petty thief do duty for the real one, he forth- 
with trumps up an imaginary case,^ and on his own account {i.e. with- 
out official warrant) extorts a confession* from some unoffending 
person that he is the thief! This person is beaten beyond endurance, 
and has nothing for it but to come forward as the constable bids him. 

1. Lit., receive bribes sell release. 

2. OtiiciaU give tbeir niiderlitigs a cerlain time to apprehend a thief: if they 
exceed that time they are beaten. 

3. Lit., catches wind and grasps shadows. 

4. K^aota (^ fl*) exiimination by torture. It is a common thing to torturs 
real or supposed criiuiuuls in order to make them confess to some crime. 
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Once in Court, with all he says, it is difficult to discern the £EU$t8 
of the case/ and when he is examined by torture as to his accom- 
plices, he is all confused and wildly implicates^ a number of innoQent 
people. The constable goes off, seizes this one and that one, and 
exorts money from them to any extent. 

Finally all that is done is to apprehend unoffending persons and 
scare them out of their wits^ while the real culprit roams at large. 

To give information in a case like the above, not only does not 
get back the plunder, but means incurring exorbitant expense, and 
contracting the ill-will of all the Tithing.* Hence those who are 
robbed and lose property, conceal the fact agnin and again: who 
would dare to be the first to come forward ? 

(c) Connivance of Local Gentry, 

Another reason is, that there are local gentry and scholars, 
who, lost to all sense of shame, share the booty* with the sharpers 
and other villains, looking on robbers and thieves as a means of 
livelihood,^ and protecting them of set purpose. Hence the common 
people do not dare to denounce them. 

1. Lit., a hundred mouths difficult to distingnidh ; t.e , he answers at random ; 

his answers giving no coherent statement of the cHse. 

2. Lit., wildly confesses, and ntupidly drags in ; p^an (f^) to grasp, drag in. 

3. Lit , fowls flying and dogs jumping ; cp. ^Sill in u flutter.'' 

4. Because ihey have been annoyed l>y the constables. 

5. Lit., sit on the ground and divide the spoil ; i.e., they share in the Itooty 
without ^oing abroad for it. 

(>. Lit., regard robbers and thieves as food and clothing. 
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^rZ) Indifference of the People themselves. 

Another reason is, that the people have become accustomed to 
take matters easy. Although in their own Tithing there are thieves, 
they say, " We need not concern ourselves about our neighbours;^ 
if they do not hurt us it doesn't matter, why should we put ourselves 
forward to report them?** Or it may be they associate with them, 
and buy some of their stolen goods cheap ; or they have an eye to 
sharing some of their dainties.^ Who is willing to give information 
about thieves? 

Hence, owing to these reasons, all the Tithings fail in their real 
object.^ If neighbours lose anything it is entirely disregarded; 
they are treated just like strangers. If a wealthy man is robbed 
they rather find fault with him saying, "Usually he is too stingy to 
give away a cash, how is it that he is now r<)bbed by others of so 
many things ? this is the Judgment of Heaven on him." 

(e) Extortionate Demands for Official Services. 

Another most intolerable matter is, that constables and petty 
officials in the Criminal Departments* of the different Districts, 

1. Lit., rabbits do not eat the grass (that grows) by the-sideof their burrow. 

2. Lit., exceUctit wiue und fut 4iie»t. 

3. Shih-lni (9[ gs) '* true state or condition." 

4. Kach yamen has six /xintf (■/^ ^) or offices, wbidi are supposed to bear a 
resemblance to the Six Boards Luh Pit (}?^ ^Jg) forming the Central Government 
at Peking. These Boards are named as follows : — I. Li Pn "(|^ 3|5) Board of Civil 
Office ; 2. Hu Pn {p fg) Board of Revenue-; 3. Li Pn (^ ^) Board of Ceremonies ; 
4. Ping Pn (^SK) Board of War; 5. fltsing Pa (fij ffl'.) Bjurd of Puuishraents; 6. 
Kong Ph (X %) Board of Works. 
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turn the public interests to tlieir own account;^ and under the 
guise of "legal enquiry" make the most insatiable demands.^ Tliey 
want money at every turn. They want money for compiling census 
returns, for issuing door tablets; till it comes to such a pass, that 
nothing can be done without it. This is not to protect the people 
but to annoy them. The result of acting thus, is that there is only 
the empty title of the "Tithing System" without a vestige of the 
real thin or. 

How ike System should he carried out 
4. Only suffering the annoyance of the System, of coui-se you 
fail to perceive its advantages. Jf the criminal class become more 
numerous every day, the locality cannot be in peace. At the same time 
you fail to see that in its primary intent, the Tithing System is a 
most remarkably good one for getting rid of criminals ; but it must 
be honestly carried out to get the benefit of it. Hereafter both in 
cities^ and country places let the System be rigorously put into 
practice. Let each district be divided into Tithiugs governing a 
Ward. Let the cities be divided according to their different subdivi- 
sions ; the country places according to villages. Let householders 

1. Lit., pretend public, aid private; i.e. serve self under pretence of serving 
tlie public. 

*2. Lib., borrow legal-enqniry-hoUow name, fertilize not satisfied vexatioui 
demand. 7'sli (gfe) *' to nourish" is used in combinations indicating illegal action; 
k'ok'iu (i'j ^) "to franiQ e^fcuse8"=?to make harsli demands. 

3. Ch'eiig-shi (tj&Tti) " city market," the frequented parts of a city. 
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that are next to each other, combine for mutual preservation. 
Wherever, within a radius of three miles, there are well-to-do 
families and farmers, they are naturally held responsible for the 
good and bad amon^ their servants, even if they number several 
hundred. As to small villages, where the people are scattered, the 
village elders usually know very well who among them is well off 
and who is not, who is well disposed and who is vicious ; there are 
none whose coming and going they cannot ascertain on enquiry, 

(a) Receivers nimst he denounced. 
Further, there is no need to wait till a person is seen in the act 
of thieving before notifying the officials. Wherever there is a thief, 
there i^ sure to be a receiver. Thieves of another place skulk in 
some thieves* den here, and steal the property of the people of 
this district; those of this place also go and hide in some similar 
place there, and steal the property of the people of that district; 
changing about and acting as receivers. To sum up — there is no 
such thing as a thief belonging to a distant place coming seveial 
miles in order to commit theft, and havinor no one at all to act as 
receiver .^ If thej' only lead away a cow, drive away a donkey, or 

1. It may help tlie student to trannlatens follows ; Vsai strenj^thens the ne^'ative 
^U'in there i« mo (such) ^Uio4i thing (us) ^Un coining ^keh Id «hlh li a distance of 
several /« *<«<o taefi to be .i thief '^ts^iien entirely hiinh ko o-kia wilhtiut a receiver. Th« 
peculiar force of tih (6^) is well illustrated in this sentence, all the words fmni tsai 
to Ueh heing dependent on it: there-is-absolutely-no-entirely-wiihout-a-receiver- 
separuted-few-teus of- miles-come- to-thieve doctrine ! 
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coramit a burglary,^ they most probably hide in the receiver's house 
in the daytime^ before setting to work at night. Gambling houses 
and brothels are their chief resorts.* 

(b) Mutual Ei<2yionage esseniiaL 

All in the various Tithings without exception, whether gentry, 
soldiers, or civilians, must be enrolled on the register. In the 
Tithings, aid each o-ther by diligent search. In the evening, ask 
who i& at home and who is absent, which family has anyone coming 
and going. If at night a person, with no special business (abroad), 
is not in the house, he has gone to commit theft for a certainty; or 
if there is a stranger in the house at i\ loose end, he doubtless has 
come to commit theft. The one in charge of the registers, will 
notify the official in charge of the Tithing, who will forthwith notify 
the Mandarin. 

In the case of those Avho do not mind their own business, but 
assemble in small groups* drinking, gambling, cock-fighting and 
dog-fighting, meeting at night and dispersing at dawn, together 

1. Lit., sets to work to make a hole ; cp. Matthew vi. 20. The hollow walls 
o! houses in central and southern China offer but little hindrance to anyone who 
wishes to make an opening. 

2. See Johxxiv. 16. R. V. 

3. Lit., appearing and disappearing places. 

4. Lit., three in a !S(]Uiid five iu a knot. 
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with those of questionable antecedents, and suspicious character^^ — 
all must be reported at o«ce, and on no account be allowed to 
remain in the Tithing. In the first place, it saves robbery; and in 
the second place, it saves getting into trouble. 

(c) Temples and Monasteries notorious Hiding Places. 

As to temples in unfrequented places, far removed from any 
habitJition, and much frequented monasteries, various kinds of 
people resort there in great numbers. These places are notoriously 
the hiding places and resorts of bad characters. It is quite the 
right thing that you diligently ferret them oufc. If you fear their 
accomplices are too many, or that they will use violence and be more 
than a match for you, or you are afraid they are too influential, there 
is no objection to your secretly informing the officials ; they of course 
will deal with them. 

(d) Soldiers' Duties in the Matter. 

In the case ,of you soldiers who are on guard,^ you have an 
extra responsibility to keep watch and ward : you must be of one 
mind with the people in making strict enquiry. Promptly go your 
rounds, whether by night or by day. As a rule, every day after 
setting the watch ,^ forthwith prohibit travelling by night. Should 

1. Lit.., footprints may he doubted people. 

2. A hHiiiii (f|\) is a military post in cluirge of a sergeant pa tsong (ffl jj)* 

3. U.ener<illy at dusk : the hour varying with the season of the year. 
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there be a night prowler, detain him till daybreak and then let him 
go. If he use violence, request the official to deal with him; if any 
take his part, they belong to a gang of thieves, — take them all to 
the official. 

As soon as 3^ou hear there are thieves about, set to work and 
beat the gong, that each place may respond and intercept them. 

Do not annoy the people under colour of making search, nor 
get innocent people into a scrape, (because) you have a spite against 
them. Do not receive money from thieves, and for a bribe let them 
oflf on the sly, not overlook (their offence) for old acquaintance sake. 

(e) Need of United Effort 

All must put forth united effort. If all are appointed to their 
respective posts in regular course, and constant search is made, of 
course criminals will have no phice to settle down in. If all soldiers 
and peo[)le are in peace and quietness, will it not be delightful? 

An ancient plan for apprehending thieves was to erect a tower 
in a village and place a drum in it. If anyone family had anything 
the matter,^ the drum was l»eaten, the people heard it, and at once 

1. lu'n'i (^ ^) — ill diffiouliies, to meet with anything unusual iu the way of 
acciileiit or initifurUiiie. 
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stopped the most important points of exit. Where could the thief 
run to then ? This is a military device, but it (also) lies hidden 
away in the Tithing System. 

Application of the System of Waterways, 

5. If thieves are allowed easy exit and entry on the principal 
rivers and seas, there will be difficulties in the way of carrying out 
the Tithing System. But if vessels are registered under an in- 
dicator,^ and a number, either ten making a flotilla, or any number 
between that and a hundred making a fleet, though each ship stands 
its own course, still the men will all know one another's vessel : even 
should a pirate vessel get among them it is found out at a glance : 
how can it be hidden ? This also is included in the design of the 
Tithing System. 

Importance of putting it into Practice. 

6. In conclusion: these methods must be loyally carried out. 
It is best to set to work and prepare them thoroughly beforehand. 
Otherwise, when you are robbed and your goods injured or lost, ten 
families will be involved in the difficulties of one; and (such want of 

1. The characters forming the ThoiiRand Character Essay Ts itn Tsi Utn (jf' 
^ 'iO •*''® t.h»>8e most commonly emph>yed for this parp(;se. Tli« vessels are classed 
under the different oharaoters, tsi {'^'-^ hy means of u hto (Sj{) or number; e.g. Vitn 
ta'i U ih hao (^ ^t ^ — g|) «« number one under the class t*ien.^* 
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care), besides being an ill requital for the kindness of the Emperor 
in repressing criminals and quieting the people, is far from being 
the best plan for preserving your persons and property intact. 
Eemember without fail ! 
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Chapter XVI. 



"Make up Quarrels, and so respect the Person and Life*' 



Importance of caring for the Person and Life, 

1. The meaning of the Emperor: (he) says: — 

Every human being is endowed with a body and a life. Life is 
the gift of high heaven; the body is handed down by the parents: 
that everyone should care for both, is one of the first duties of 
mankind. ^ 

The people possess bodies, and therefore devote themselves to 
the all important business of farming; thereby supporting both their 
parents and wives : soldiers are endowed with bodies, and therefoie 
study military science and drill; by this means protecting the 
people, and requiting the State. 

The usefulness of the body is agreed on all hands ; and because 
it is so useful, we are bound to take care of it. Hence the ancients 
in walking, or speaking, dared not for one moment^ forget their 

1. Lit., one movenieut of the foot, one going forth of words. 
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parents; lest they should fall and injure the body bequeathed by 
them ; or lest by cursing others, and being cursed by them in 
return, they should bring their parents into reproach. To thus 
regard the body as supremely important is the correct thing. 

Evils of yielding to Anger. 

2. How is it you continue to be at enmity with others? 
For the simple reason that niost people's disposition is obstinate 
and cannot alter. They only act under the impulse of animal 
passion, are headstrong and caimot be restrained. Suddenly in a 
fit of anger they quarrel with others, and either kill them, or are 
killed by them, and forfeit their lives in consequence. But they 
fail to bear in mind that fighting and cursing are only the outcome 
of a fit of passion; and that matters merely relating to property do 
not affect the person, are of no special iniportance, and may all be 
explained. 

But unfortunately you are overbearing and wish to pose as men 
of mettle. Whenever you open your mouth you say, " These insults 
are unendurable;" and, " What if I do kill him, I shall but forfeit 
my life for his; that's very simple." 
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iat(; Troubles involved in a case of Assault and Battery. 

J5. Bub j'ou overlook the fact, that in an ordinary case of assault 
and a^ use, as soon as you get to the yani^n, you must endure the 
insults of the underlings. If all the persons criminated^ are not at 
hand, you must wait ten days or half a month. Let your affairs be 
of the utmost moment,- you cannot return. And even when thetrial 
comes on, and you say you are in the right, your opponent has also 
something to say. The mandarin soon upsets your case^ and makes 
you feel ashamed of yourself. Besides, if you prefer a false 
accusation, the mnndarin upholds the law and condemns you to the 
punishment that would have been due to your adversary. Even if 
for the time you gain the day, that opponent of yours is unwilling 
to submit to it, and will doubtless carry the case to another court. 
You go on for ever each vexing the other. Ennnty becomes still 
deeper, more and more time is wasted and money squandered, 
reproach and contempt are increasingly harder to endure. Further, 
if life is taken, when you come to be sentenced to death and are 
tortured and beaten beyond endurance, you will bitterly ciy for 

1. Ben-fan (^ ^[i) persons waiting trial. 

2. Lit , heav€u-fuIling-iniportant matter. 

3. Lit., inteirogates you upside clown. 
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pardon, in piteons tones. Onlookers will say, " Where is he gone to, 
who was formerly cock of the walk ? *' All this is because a moment's 
indulgence in passion has developed into irreconcilable enmity. 
Is it not to get into great trouble on account of a mere trifle? 

UnJer valuing TAfe leads to Murders and Suicides, 

4. Moreover, that a murderer should die is an irrevocable 
sentence. Though the clemency of .the State is great, it cannot 
suffer the murderer to live. 

Consider — nature loves to conserve life,^ and has endowed you 
with a body; the En^peror's houses and land keep you alive.^ But 
alas, you hold life cheap, and break the law recklessly. It may Ije 
you are determined to revenge some ordinary breach of the peace, 
or your malice has been aroused through some outburst of passion. 
The violent, trusting to their superior strength, kill others with 
a few kicks and blows,^ and forthwith escape to another part: the 
weak who are aggrieved, unable to endure this slight provocation, 
throw away their own lives, reckoning that others will have to 

1, .Jiito-sevff (ftp ^) **t,o love production" is applied to heaven and earth, or 
nature ; the coinmoii saying pnla it, t^ien in hao sen*/ chl teh, rev net van vh ch% ling 
(H^t^^Z "& K^^VAZW " lieaven has the virtue of loving production ; 
man is the spiritual intelligenoe of creation." 

2. The Ktnperor is supposed to possess all the Empire for the good of the people. 
• 3. Lit., a kick (<»r) a blow. 

172 



m 
p 




m B m m 
m m ^. 

tfi M ^ 









m 








m 










5K< 








Y@ 





\» 






^ 

^ 
^ 



m z- 

A. 







7^ 



IG 

















pn 

w 
















^ 








6^ 










*fc» 










forfeit theirs in tiirn.^ On the spur of the moment they take a 
foolish view of tilings, and either jump into a river, or drop into a 
Svell, or commit suicide by hanging from a beam. This is the 
result of anger developing into enmity: the enmit}' deepens and 
passion grows, until they endanger both your own life and the lives 
of your ian)ily. 

Wine DrinJcmg a Fruitful Source of Crime. 

5. If we trace to their source, the causes by which this state 
of things is brought about,^ they are more than can be mentioned. 
]Uit of the things in which soldiers and civilians easily transgress, 
the greater part proceed from indulgence in wine. Those who 
indulge in wine are muddled in mind, incoherent in speech. After 
they are drunk, in consequence of a few words — spoken when they 
were laughing and talking all together, hail fellow well met, nnd no 
nnstake— they upset the tables, break the crockery, and set to work 
quarrelling with knife and cudgel. After they are drunk, they take 
occasion of being elated by wine to bring up some manifestly trifling 
matters w^hich had already been dropped out of mind by everyone; 
and the result is they are as (irreconcilable as) though they could, 
nob dwell under the same heaven. Wrangling, fighting and misery 
is the consequence. It is continually noticed, that fifty or sixty per 

1. According to Chinese law, the one who causes another to commit suicide is 
held accountable for his murder. 

2. Chnij follow up mVm, fountain, source, so i the therefore, the means by which 
a thing is brought about, tih which chit caused, ts*i this, ucn-ku reason. 
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cent of the cases involving life which come before the Board of 
Punishments, arise out of the evil produced by the after effects 
of wine 

The Miseries consequent on Crime. 

6. Alas for these criminals! there is no punishment they do 
not endure. They are imprisoned, chained, and made to carry the 
collar. They bring about the ruin of the family and loss of life : 
their children weep and wail, their neighbours are implicated and 
share in their sufferings. When matters have reached this pass, 
after regrets are unavailing. 

Exhortation to Reflection and Self-control, 

7. From henceforth all come to a better mind, and setting 
your private enmities over against your personal interests, see which 
are the more weighty? Set this little bit of spleen of yours over 
against your life, and see which is the njore trifling? Why do you 
simply give attention to wreaking this petty spite, and after all lose 
your self? A little consideration of this sort, and the result will be 
that you will neither be willing to follow up animosities which are 
already things of the past, (forgetful of the after ill effects), nor 
willing to act in an outburst of passion and involve yourself in after 
regrets.^ 

1. Lit., haiul down niatter£-after remorse. 
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Medsoning with the Rude better than Retaliation. 

8. Allowing there is a certain class of detestable fellows who 
without cause or reason insult you, and you do not feel like letting 
them off, still if you reflect a little, (you will see) how valuable are 
your person and life. It is better to reason with them, or to take 
a few elderly, just minded relatives, and talk the matter over as to 
who is in the ri<i;ht and who is in the wrong, and with a few words 
shut him up, than for you to curse and strike each other without 
knowing who will gain the day. Men the world over can only be 
won by reason. Do not let him go without making him accept your 
apology. 

Mediation of Friends safeguards ones Honour, 

9. Again, if relatives and friends saj', "This fellow is an 
ignoramus, hence he behaved rudely to you, don't argue with him ; 
he was drunk and therefore insulted you, don't trj' conclusions with 
him." You should at once follow the advice of your elders and 
give heed to their exhortations. If you can in deference to them^ 

1. Ts^iuff'-mitn (tH ^) ** the face of the feelings ; " to act out of consideration 
of the feelings of other, Cen Wing tohU (JS^\^ ffi' i^) **to reflect oii ihe circntn- 
atances, and consider the U or eternal principle of right," /.(!., to look at the case in 
all its bearings — iu itself, and as modified by circumstances. 
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forgive him, and bring the matter to an end without sacrifice of 
principle, you should do so. A consideration of the circumstances 
of the case, saves a great deal of annoyance: why continue to have 
trouble all one*s life ? 

Warnings against Wine Drinking, 

10. Coming now to the matter of wine drinking, that must be 
carefully abstained from. Observe, whenever the Ancients took 
wine, they bade somebody to look on, to take note, to warn them, 
nnd not to allow them to take too much. This was lest being 
elated after taking wine, they should talk wildly, draw down evil on 
themselves, and on coming before the magistrate receive extremely 
severe punishment. 

What is the benefit of wine drinking, that you still insatiably 
hanker after the cup ? 

Clan Fights should be avoided, 

11. We will further supplement these words of caution about 
wine drinking and making disturbances, by referring to one matter 
only, which, in a word, nianifestly emphasizes the importance of 
making up quarrels and preserving life. 

The fights with weapons which constantly occur, in Fuhkien 
for instance, are quite inexplicable. In the first instance, the only 
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occasion of oiFence is merely some casual quarrel, or petty dislike. 
Ail that is needed, is simply to lay the matter clearly before the 
TribaU Assembly and Village Eiders to discuss fairly, who was in 
the right, and so settle the difficulty. Even if the village authorities 
should be tinable to settle it, you have but to go to the law court 
of the district, and state the actual facts of the case; the locat 
official would easily decide it and you would be spared no end of 
misery into the bargain. 

Origin and Nature of Clan Fights. 
12. But you are doltish and unacquainted with the law. It 
frequently happens that you follow j-our own bent, and trusting in 
the possession of power or the support of many members of some 
powerful family, at once form an unlawful confederacy, and armed 
with knives, spears, clubs and cudgels go forward to the fight., 
The opposite side, hearing that the people on this side are numerous, 
form a similar confederacy without delay, and stand on the. 
defensive All are mixed up in the geneml scrimmage and fighti 
like mad-mea After, when the fight is over, some are wounded; 

1. Masters of dispute in country districts are often settled liy local tribiintils 
oempoeed of mcu of note in the village or dan. . Failing redress at their hands, the 
aggrieved parties carry the case to a court of law. 
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others are dead.^ Further (the survivors) are also afraid of having 
to appear before the magistrate and be punished, and hide, and 
flee away to all parts — suffering no end of troubla 

Evils resulting from Clan Fights. 

13. Now, don't you know, that when they are apprehended and 
f)rougbt before the magistrate, those who have killed others will 
doubtless have to give life for life. When they reach the place of 
execution and are about to be punished, they see their own parents, 
brethren, wives and children : how grievous that in the twinkling of 
an eye death should sunder its victim from the living ! Then they 
call to heaven, but heaven ()oes not answer; to earth, but earth 
does not respond. 

Furthermore those who originated hostilities, will in the ordinary 
course of things, each receive retribution according to his works. 
As to those who followed the confederacy and helped in the fight at 
the request of others, without the slightest enmity towards those on 
the other side, why did they go out of their way and recklessly 
consort with friends at the expense of the bodies bequeathed by 
their parents ? Let me ask, after all, which are the more closely 
related, parents or friends ? In helping others to fight, even if you 

1. A less literal but perhaps more accurate rendering of this idiomatic sentence 
would be,— the field is full of dead and wounded, or there are dead and wounded 
lying on every side. 
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win, what advantage is it to yourself? You only need to carefully 
look at it in this light, and you will soon understand. 

Hereafter let the father caution the «on, the elder brother the 
younger. In everything simply appeal to reason. Neither form 
unlawful confederacies for fighting, nor pay any attention to a 
summons to help on a fight, and by so doin^ experience the miseries 
which ruin families and destroy life. 

Anger should be repressed by Self-examination. 

14. The Ancients said, *' Suppress the anger of a moment, and 
escape the sorrows of a lifetime." 

Where in the world is there a person who has not a temper ? 
At the same time there is reason in everything : good and bad, right 
and wrong, are clearly defined. But because you simply dwell upon 
the faults of others and not upon your own, unrelenting anger 
gradually grows, and deepens into irreconcilable enmity. If you 
would search out your own faults and say to yourselves, " Let it be 
(granted) that in certain things I was wrong; though he too was 
wrong, I also was a little mistaken : it is difficult for me to blamd 
him for coming and treating me in this way ; '' you would at once 
repress your hasty disposition, and everything would forthwith be 
amicably settled without any further damage. 
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Patience should be cultivated. 

15. Since it is evident that forbearance only needs to be 
exercised for a little season, (in order) to secure both life and 
property, how is it that the people one and all do not cultivate a 
peaceable disposition ? If you do not act on impulse, nor provoke to 
anger about trifles, nor lightly believe the backbiting of every out- 
sider, but uniformly practice forbearance, there will be no need for 
bystanders to mediate and set you at one ; the spirit of strife about 
preeminence, will vanish of itself. Will not this be a most excellent 
state of things? 

Confucius said in his day, " In anger think of the troubla"* That 
is to sa3% whenever people are angry they should consider, " If by get- 
ting angry I sooner or later contract an irreconcilable enmity, of which 
I Jim never able to get clear all my life, how much superior (would it 
be) to be a little more forbearing." 

The Princely Alan is characterized by Forbearance. 

16. Menciussaid, *'If one person treat another rudely, if the latter 
is a gentleman he will be unwilling to treat the former in the same 
fashion. He will first examine himself and ask, '* Is there anything 

I. i.e., the dilficulties your anger will involve 3'ou in. Tlie passage ia from tli« 
Analects, where Couf ucius speaks of the nine subjects a gentleman shouhl think aboal. 
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amiss in n^e which has provoked him to be violent and disagreeable? " 
He will examine himself three times in succession, till he has not the 
least fault. If the person continues thus detestable, a gentleman 
will simply say, ** He is an unmannerly fellow, and differs in nothing 
from a beast; first and last I will not argue with him." 

Take note how magnanimous is the princely man ! 

The teaching of all these sayings of the Ancients is that you 
should not regard as enemies those who might lawfully be regarded 
as such; nor be angry with those with whom you might lawfully 
be angry. 

Concluding Exhortations. 

17. AH you people and soldiers must honestly put these things 
into pnvstice. Scatter your ordinary passions to the winds. Set 
value upon the life of every man. You people in different country 
places be an good terms with one another just like one family. You 
soldiers in different camps and companies all be at peace (knit 
together) as one body. Whether as members of your particular 
village or hamlet, or as members of the State, be well behaved, and 
you will all be happy and rejoice in peace. Is this not the evident 
result of making up quarrels ? 
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